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The Model Church 
 
Introduction: 
1. The geography and history: 

A. Thessalonica is located at the head of the Thermaic Gulf. 
1). It had hot springs. 
2). Large ships could dock there. 

B. It was the largest and most prosperous city of its day in Macedonia, which is modern day 
Greece. 

C. It was the capitol of that roman province and was organized in 146 B.C. 
D. In Paul's day it had a population of about 200,000. 
E. It was founded about 315 B.C. by Cassander, the son of Antipater shortly after the death of 

Alexander the Great in 323 B.C. 
1). After Alexander's death there was a tremendous power struggle. 
2). Antipater was loyal to the royal family. 

F. The city was named after Cassander's wife who was the half-sister of Alexander the Great. 
G. It was a city of commerce made up primarily of Greeks with an influential Jewish 

community. 
H. Today it is modern Salonika. 

2. The historical background.  Acts 17:1-9 
A. The Church was established on Paul's second missionary journey as a result of his 

Macedonian vision.  Acts 16:9 
B. Paul was accompanied by Silas (Hebrew name; Silvanus is his roman name), Timothy and 

Luke. 
C. They were traveling along the Ignation way which connected the east to the west. 
D. They arrived there after visiting Philippi, Amphipolis, and Appolonia.  Acts 17:1 
E. Paul taught in the synagogue for three Sabbaths.  Acts 17:2 
F. His message was that the Lord Jesus Christ fulfilled Old Testament prophecy and was the 

Messiah. Acts 17:3 
G. Many were converted as a result of this.  Acts 17:4 
H. He also spent an unspecified time teaching new converts. 
I. As a result, the unbelieving Jews became jealous, formed a mob and went after them.  

Acts 17:5 
J. They went to the house of Jason to get Paul but he was not there.  Acts 17:6 
K. They drug Jason before the magistrates and distorted Paul's teaching about Jesus being 

the messianic king.  Acts 17:7 
L. The opposition became so fierce that they had to flee.  Acts 17:8-10 

3. The time of writing and the reason. 
A. The second journey began in 49 A.D. after the teaching at Antioch. 
B. After Thessalonica, Paul taught briefly at Berea and the Athens before going to Corinth 

where he stayed for 18 months.  Acts 18:11 
C. Paul sent Timothy back to Thessalonica for a progress report.  1 Thes 3:2 
D. His report was favorable and the result was this book. 
E. It was written about 50 A.D. and was the second of Paul's writings being preceded by 

Galatians. 
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1 Thessalonians 1:1 
Introduction 

1. The Past: The Work of Faith (1:1-3:13) 
A. The Commendation of the Thessalonians (1:1-10) 

1). Introduction.  1:1 
 
1 Thes 1:1 = Greetings 
 
Paul (name means "little") and Silvanus and Timothy to the Church of the Thessalonians in God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ: grace to you and peace. 
 
Summary: 
1. This body of believers has a geographical and spiritual location-at Thessalonica and in God and 

Jesus Christ. 
2. We realize that we are in Christ, but since he is One with the Father, we often do not realize that 

we are also in the Father.  John 10:27-29; 2 Thes 1:1; Jude 1 
3. Three great men of God had a part in the composition of this letter. 
4. Silvanus (Silas): 

A. Was Paul's chief assistant on this journey. 
B. Was said to be a "chief man among believers and a prophet."  Acts 15:32 
C. Paul commended his communication of the word.  2 Cor 1:19 
D. He was a Jewish Christian and a roman citizen like Paul.  Acts 16:20,37-38 
E. After Paul's death, Silas went to Peter and served as his amanuensis.  1 Pet 5:12 

5. Timothy: 
A. Had a Greek father and a Jewish mother.  Acts 16:1 
B. He was probably converted at an early age.  2 Tim 1:5 
C. He became the pastor at Ephesus after being tutored by Paul.  1 Tim 1:3 

6. Notice that Paul's greeting is really a twofold request to God seeking grace and peace for them. 
7. Since the grace requested is not limited by context, but they have already experienced saving 

grace, Paul wants every kind of grace to be poured out on them. 
8. Realization of grace builds one's relationship with God. 
9. Peace is one of the benefits of relationship with God and since they have already been reconciled 

to God as believers, the peace in view is of soul in every situation that they may face. 
Principle:  Great people of God desire that other people grow in their relationship with Him. 
Principle: Great people of God can work together in encouraging others to grow. 
Principle:  Great people of God want to share what they have. 
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1 Thessalonians 1:2-10 
The Model Church 

 
1. The Past: The Work of Faith (1:1-3:13) 

A. The Commendation of the Thessalonians (1:1-10) 
1). Introduction.  1:1 
2). The Model Church.  1:2-10 

 
1 Thes 1:2 = Paul's Thanksgiving for them 
 
We give thanks (PAI EUCHARISTEW) to God (the one that counts) always (a consistent part of his prayer life) 
for all (none excluded; part of the family) of you, making mention (PAPTC POIEW) of you in our prayers 
(PROSEUCH8 = pray to the face of); 
 
Summary: 
1. To thank God for others means that you have to look for the good. 
2. To pray for them means you have to sacrifice time for yourself. 
3. Thus the principles of unselfishness, humility and sacrifice that are exemplified in Christ.          

Php 2:5-8 
Principle:  Let people know you thank God for them and pray for them. 
 
1 Thes 1:3 = Why the Thanksgiving 
 
Constantly (ADIALEIPO = not going through a lack) bearing in mind (PAPTC MN8MONEUW) your (plural) 
work (ERGOS = business, employment, that with which anyone is occupied) of faith and labor (KOPOS = labor 
under adversity) of love and steadfastness (HUPOMONE = to abide under, patience toward circumstances) of 
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence (EMPROSTHEN = in the face of) of our God and Father, 
 
Summary: 
1. Notice that these qualities are present because we are in Christ who is in the presence of the 

Father. 
2. Jesus Christ displayed faith, hope and love. 
3. One or more of these qualities is always found as an important part of each New Testament 

epistle. 
4. Notice that a working faith is in view and a laboring love and a patient hope. 
5. Thus the three are interrelated and are active. 
Major Principle:  Since this is a model Church (v7), we see that a model Church is evaluated by its faith, 

hope and love. 
Principle:  Tell them why. 
Principle:  Faith produces hope which results in love.  Love increases hope which strengthens faith. 
Principle:  If any one of these is real it can increase the others and will if the Church is seeking a deeper 

relationship with God. 
6. All of these qualities can be increased. 

A. Faith- 2 Thes 1:3 
B. Hope- Rom 15:13  Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you 

may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.   
C. Love- 2 Thes 1:3 

7. We are dealing with unseen qualities in individuals that need to be manifest-thus they are from the 
inside-out. 
A. Faith - Heb 11:1  now faith is the assurance of {things} hoped for, the conviction of things not 

seen.    
B. Hope - Rom 8:24bbfor in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why 

does one also hope for what he sees?   
C. Love - Eph 3:16-19 

Principle:  If one gets lukewarm or cold what they have can be destroyed.  Rev 3:14-20 
8. Paul told us that love was the greatest of these and if you don't have it, you have nothing.  1 Cor 

13:1-3,13 
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Principle:  If a Church has none of these qualities, the result is either legalism like the Galatians or license 
like the Corinthians, or a combination of legalism and license. 

9. One of the most important things that the Christian can do is walk by faith.  2 Cor 5:7 for we walk 
by faith, not by sight--    

10. When a Church walks by faith, their impact expands.  1Thes 1:8  for the word of the Lord has 
sounded forth from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith toward God 
has gone forth, so that we have no need to say anything.   

11. Faith must be strengthened and encouraged.  1Thes 3:2  and we sent Timothy, our brother and God's 
fellow worker in the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you as to your faith,   

12. We are to be concerned about the faith of another and be comforted when we find it present.  
1Thes 3:5-10  for this reason, when I could endure {it} no longer, I also sent to find out about your faith, 
for fear that the tempter might have tempted you, and our labor should be in vain. But now that Timothy 
has come to us from you, and has brought us good news of your faith and love, and that you always think 
kindly of us, longing to see us just as we also long to see you, for this reason, brethren, in all our distress 
and affliction we were comforted about you through your faith; for now we really live, if you stand firm in 
the Lord. For what thanks can we render to God for you in return for all the joy with which we rejoice 
before our God on your account, as we night and day keep praying most earnestly that we may see your 
face, and may complete what is lacking in your faith? 

13. Faith is a protection in the angelic conflict.   1Thes 5:8  but since we are of {the} day, let us be sober, 
having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation.   

14. Persecutions and afflictions enlarge one's faith and it becomes an example to others.  2 Thes 1:3-
4  we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brethren, as is {only} fitting, because your faith is 
greatly enlarged, and the love of each one of you toward one another grows {ever} greater; therefore, we 
ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches of God for your perseverance and faith in the midst 
of all your persecutions and afflictions which you endure.    

15. We are to pray that God will fulfill the work of faith for others.  2 Thes 1:11  to this end also we pray 
for you always that our God may count you worthy of your calling, and fulfill every desire for goodness 
and the work of faith with power;   

16. Faith in the truth is part of sanctification.  2 Thes 2:13  but we should always give thanks to God for 
you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through 
sanctification by the spirit and faith in the truth.  

17. Not everyone will have faith.  2 Thes 3:2 and that we may be delivered from perverse and evil men; for 
not all have faith.   

 
Work of faith 
1. The work of faith means that faith has become your occupation, thus your lifestyle is based on it. 
2. The Greek literally says, "the work of the faith," which indicates a response to circumstances that 

proceeds from belief in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
3. Some view "the work of the faith" to be the spread of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
4. "The faith" is often used in scripture to refer to the body of truth found in the written word, but 

since this is only the third New Testament book written, it is doubtful that Paul is referring to this. 
5. The "work of faith" does not provide the justification that saves.  Rom 3:27-28   Where then is 

boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? Of works? No, but by a law of faith.  For we maintain that a 
man is justified by faith apart from works of the law.  Gal 2:16 nevertheless knowing that a man is not 
justified by the works of the law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, 
that we may be justified by faith in Christ, and not by the works of the law; since by the works of the law 
shall no flesh be justified.   

6. Faith, not works justifies the ungodly. Rom 4:5   but to the one who does not work, but believes in him 
 who justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness,    
7. A person who pursues salvation by works stumbles over the Lord Jesus Christ.  Rom 9:32 Why? 

Because {they did} not {pursue it} by faith, but as though {it were} by works. They stumbled over the 
stumbling stone,   

8. Great leaders in the faith view themselves as co- workers and not rulers.   2 Cor 1:24 not that we 
Lord it over your faith, but are workers with you for your joy; for in your faith you are standing firm.    

9. After one has been saved, justified by faith, our ongoing faith in the Lord Jesus Christ should 
produce works of grace.  2 Cor 8:7   but just as you abound in everything, in faith and utterance and 
knowledge and in all earnestness and in the love we inspired in you, {see} that you abound in this 
gracious work also.   



7 

10. A believer does not receive the Holy Spirit by works either, but works are an outgrowth of 
spirituality.  Gal 3:2-5  this is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the spirit by the 
works of the law, or by hearing with faith?  Are you so foolish? Having begun by the spirit,  are you 
now being perfected by the flesh? Did you suffer so many things in vain-- if indeed it was in vain? Does 
he then, who provides you with the spirit and works miracles among you, do it by the works of the law, or 
by hearing with faith? 

11. Faith works through spiritual love because of hope.  Gal 5:5-6  for we through the spirit, by faith, are 
waiting for the hope of righteousness. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means 
anything, but faith working through love. 

12. But Satan wants it stopped and usually uses a legalism of false liberty to do it. Gal 5:7,13  you 
were running well; who hindered you from obeying the truth? 

13. Our faith is not to be in ourselves but in the one who is working in us.  Col 2:12  having been buried 
with him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with him through faith in the working of God, who 
raised him from the dead.  Phil 2:12-16 so then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in 
my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for 
it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. Do all things without 
grumbling or disputing; that you may prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God 
above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in 
the world, holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may have cause to glory because I did 
not run in vain nor toil in vain. 

14. We need to pray that other believers will have a powerful work of faith.  2 Thes 1:11  to this end also 
we pray for you always that our God may count you worthy of your calling, and fulfill every desire for 
goodness and the work of faith with power;   

15. A mature believer who operates on faith, works so as to complete what faith was designed to do-
witness to an unbelieving world.  James 2:14-26  what use is it, my brethren, if a man says he has 
faith, but he has no works? Can that faith save him? If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of 
daily food, and one of you says to them, "go in peace, be warmed and be filled," and yet you do not give 
them what is necessary for their body, what use is that? Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being 
by itself. But someone may well say, "you have faith, and I have works; show me your faith without the 
works, and I will show you my faith by my works." you believe that God is one. You do well; the demons 
also believe, and shudder. But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is 
useless? Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar? 
You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected; and the 
scripture was fulfilled which says, "and Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 
righteousness," and he was called the friend of God. You see that a man is justified by works, and not by 
faith alone. And in the same way was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works, when she received the 
messengers and sent them out by another way? For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also 
faith without works is dead. 

Principle:  A model Church has a faith that becomes visible through letting God do his work through 
them. 

 
Labor Of Love 
1. This is the only place in the New Testament that these two words are used closely together. 
2. One of life's rewards though is that your toil may let you enjoy life with the spouse you love.  Eccl 

9:9  Enjoy life with the woman whom you love all the days of your fleeting life which he has given to you 
under  the sun; for this is your reward in life, and in your toil in which you have labored under the sun.    

3. This particular word for labor indicates a toil that will expend itself to exhaustion. 
4. This is a labor that is for the benefit of others.  John 4:37-38  "for in this case the saying is true, 'one 

sows, and another reaps.' "I sent you to reap that for which you have not labored; others have labored, 
and you have entered into their labor." 

5. This labor is a fellowship in God's business of love.  1 Cor 3:6-9  I planted, Apollos watered, but God 
was causing the growth. So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God 
who causes the growth.  Now he who plants and he who waters are one; but each will receive his own 
reward according to his own labor. For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building. 

6. The toil expended in the Lord's work is not in vain.  1 Cor 15:58  Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not {in} vain in 
the Lord.  

7. One cannot legitimately claim credit for another's toil. 2 Cor 10:14-18  For we are not overextending 
ourselves, as if we did not reach to you, for we were the first to come even as far as you in the gospel of 
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Christ; not boasting beyond our measure, that is, in other men's labors, but with the hope that as your 
faith grows, we shall be, within our sphere, enlarged even more by you, so as to preach the gospel even 
to the regions beyond you, and not to boast in what has been accomplished in the sphere of another.  But 
he who boasts, let him boast in the Lord.  For not he who commends himself is approved, but whom the 
Lord commends. 

8. Deceitful workers exaggerate their labors.   2 Cor 11:23-27  Are they servants of Christ? (I speak as if 
insane) I more so; in far more labors, in far more imprisonments, beaten times without number, often in 
danger of death. Five times I received from the Jews thirty-nine lashes. Three times I was beaten with 
rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, a night and a day I have spent in the deep.  I 
have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my 
countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the 
sea, dangers among false brethren; I have been in labor and hardship, through many sleepless nights, in 
hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. 

9. God's workers must be willing to labor to the point of exhaustion if necessary so as to not burden 
new converts. 1 Thes 2:9  For you recall, brethren, our labor and hardship, {how} working night and day 
so as not to be a burden to any of you, we proclaimed to you the gospel of God.  2 Thes 3:8 nor did we 
eat anyone's bread without paying for it, but with labor and hardship we {kept} working night and day so 
that we might not be a burden to any of you;   

10. No one wants to see their labor be in vain.  1 Thes 3:5  For this reason, when I could endure {it} no 
longer, I also sent to find out about your faith, for fear that the tempter might have tempted you, and our 
labor should be in vain.    

11. Labor without love can cost a local church its very existence.  Rev 2:2-7   `I know your deeds and 
your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot endure evil men, and you put to the test those who call 
themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them {to be} false; and you have perseverance and 
have endured for my name's sake, and  have  not grown weary. 'But I have this against you, that you 
have left your first love.  'Remember therefore from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds 
you did at first; or else I am coming to you, and will remove your lampstand out of its place-- unless you 
repent. 'Yet this you do have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 'He who has 
an ear, let him hear what the spirit says to the churches. To him who  overcomes, I will grant to eat of 
the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.' 

12. The love in view is agape love, which means to do what is right and best even if you don't feel like 
it. 

13. Thus, it is a labor to the point of exhaustion that does what is right and best for others even when 
you don't feel like it. 

14. It is labor with a valid purpose behind it. 
15. It is presenting your body a living and holy sacrifice (Rom 12:1), considering others as more 

important than yourself (Php 2:3), with a motivation of fulfilling the two greatest commands (Mark 
12:29-31). 

Principle:  A model church is willing to go to the point of exhaustion out of love for God and others. 
Principle:  Notice that this is a characteristic of the body and not just the pastor. 
 
Steadfastness (Patience) of Hope: 
1. In view is a patience toward circumstances that is generated by hope. 
2. Hope is a confident expectation in the future. 
3. But hope is actually based in the person of Jesus Christ.  1 Tim 1:1   Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus 

according to the commandment of God our savior, and of Christ Jesus, {who is} our hope;    
4. The more that Christ is in you, the more you will realize the riches of his glory.  Col 1:27  To whom 

God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is 
Christ in you, the hope of glory.  

5. Faith, hope and love and intimately tied to the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  1 Pet 1:20-22  For he 
was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the  sake of 
you who through him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your 
faith and hope are in God.  Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love 
of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart, 

6. A hope that is fixed on Jesus Christ leads to purification of the soul.  1 John 3:1-3  See how great a 
love the father has bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of God; and such we are. For this 
reason the world does not know us, because it did not know him.  Beloved, now we are children of God, 
and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when he appears, we shall be like him, 
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because we shall see him just as he is. And everyone who has this hope fixed on him purifies himself, 
just as he is pure. 

7. Those who patiently bear fruit manifest the greatness of the gospel.  Luke 8:15  "and the {seed} in 
the good soil, these are the ones who have heard the word in an honest and good heart, and hold it fast, 
and bear fruit with perseverance.   

8. Those who patiently continue doing good will develop the sense of eternal life.  (knowledge taken 
into experience) Rom 2:5-11  But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing 
up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, who will render 
to every man according to his deeds: to those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and 
honor and immortality, eternal life; but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth, but 
obey unrighteousness, wrath and indignation. There will be  tribulation and distress for every soul of 
man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek, but glory and honor and peace to every man 
who does good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For there is no partiality with God. 

9. Patience is an important element in the development of hope.  Rom 5:1-5 Therefore having been 
justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have 
obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of 
God. And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about 
perseverance; and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope; and hope does not 
disappoint, because the love of God has been  poured out within our hearts through the holy spirit who 
was given to us. 

10. Hope is not something that is presently manifested but with patience is eagerly anticipated.  Rom 
8:23-26  And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the spirit, even we ourselves 
groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.  For in hope 
we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one also hope for what he sees?  
But if we hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it.  And in the same way 
the spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the spirit himself 
intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; 

11. Patience and the encouragement of the word of God are elements that develop hope.  Rom 15:4 
For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, that through perseverance and 
the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope.   

12. This patience and encouragement comes from God who expects it to positively affect our 
relationships with one another.  Rom 15:5-7 Now may the God who gives perseverance and 
encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus; that with 
one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Wherefore, 
accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God. 

13. Patience and labor are parts of being servants of God. 2 Cor 6:1-12  And working together with him, 
we also urge you not to receive the grace of God in vain--for he says, "at the acceptable time I listened to 
you, and on the day of salvation I helped you"; behold, now is "the acceptable time," behold, now is "the 
day of salvation"--giving no cause for offense in anything, in order that the ministry be not discredited, but 
in everything commending ourselves as servants of God, in much endurance, in afflictions, in hardships, 
in distresses, in beatings, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in hunger, in purity, in 
knowledge, in patience, in kindness, in the holy spirit, in genuine love, in the word of truth, in the power of 
God; by the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and the left, by glory and dishonor, by evil report 
and good report; regarded as deceivers and yet true; as unknown yet well-known, as dying yet behold, 
we live; as punished yet not put to death, as sorrowful yet always rejoicing, as poor yet making many rich, 
as having nothing yet possessing all things. Our mouth has spoken freely to you, o Corinthians, our heart 
is opened wide. You are not restrained by us, but you are restrained in your own affections. 

14. The knowledge of God's will is designed in part so that we may attain to patience.  Col 1:9-14 
For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you 
may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you may 
walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and 
increasing in the knowledge of God;Strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for the 
attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously giving thanks to the father, who has qualified us to 
share in the inheritance of the saints in light.  For he delivered us from the domain of darkness, and 
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

15. When a church displays patience, others in the body will be touched.  2 Thes 1:4  Therefore, we 
ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches of God for your perseverance and faith in the midst 
of all your persecutions and afflictions which you endure.    



10 

16. We need to pray for each other that we will have patience.  2 Thes 3:5  And may the Lord direct your 
hearts into the love of God and into the steadfastness of Christ.  

17. Patience is a valid pursuit of a Godly person.  1 Tim 6:11-12  But flee from these things, you man of 
God; and pursue righteousness, Godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness. Fight the good 
fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and you made the good confession in 
the presence of many witnesses. 

18. We all need models of patience.  2 Tim 3:10-13  But you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, 
patience, love, perseverance, persecutions, and sufferings, such as happened to me at Antioch, at 
Iconium and at Lystra; what persecutions I endured, and out of them all the Lord delivered me! And 
indeed, all who desire to live Godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. But evil men and impostors will 
proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 

19. Older men are to be examples of patience.  Titus 2:2  Older men are to be temperate, dignified, 
sensible, sound in faith, in love, in perseverance.   

20. Patience based in faith is important in receiving all that God has promised.  Heb 10:36-39 
For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was 
promised. For yet in a very little while, he who is coming will come, and will not delay. But my righteous 
one shall live by faith; and if he shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure in him. But we are  not of 
those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have faith to the preserving of the soul. 

21. Patience is part of the race we run.  Heb 12:1-3  Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of 
witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles 
us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider him who has endured such hostility by sinners 
against himself, so that you may not grow weary and lose heart. 

22. Patience is an element of the maturity of the believer. James 1:2-4  Consider it all joy, my brethren, 
when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.  And let 
endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 

23. Patience is an element of fulfilling the two greatest commands.  2 pet 1:5-7  Now for this very reason 
also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, 
knowledge; and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your 
perseverance, Godliness; and in your Godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, 
love. 

24. A church though that has patience, but does not have love is in danger.  Rev 2:2-4  'I know your 
deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot endure evil men, and you put to the test 
those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false; and you have 
perseverance and have endured for my name's sake, and have not grown weary. 'But I have this against 
you, that you have left your first love. 

25. A church that has love, faith, service and patience but tolerates evil is also in danger.  Rev 2:19-20 
'I know your deeds, and your love and faith and service and perseverance, and that your deeds of late 
are greater than at first. 'But I have this against you, that you tolerate the woman jezebel, who calls 
herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads my bond-servants astray, so that they commit acts of 
immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. 

26. The patience of Jesus Christ on the cross, is what will deliver his bride from the tribulation.  Rev 
3:10-11  'Because you have kept the word of my perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of 
testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell upon the earth. 'I 
am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, in order that no one take your crown. 

 
1 Thes 1:4  =  God's Selection 
 
Knowing (PF PTC OIDA = knowing; completed action in the past), brethren (ADELPHOS) beloved (PF PS PTC 
AGAPAO = completed action; received from God; ongoing) by God, his choice (d.a. + EKLOG8 = a picking out, 
selection, choosing) of you; 
 
Summary: 
1. Being called out by God carries certain expectations. 
2. Their faith, hope and love had its roots in a divine calling made by God. 
3. They knew from experience that God loved them.  (beloved) 
Principle:  your Christian life grows as you realize God's love and ministry for you. 
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God's Selection-From the Old Testament 
1. The first picture we get in scripture of the Lord's selection of an individual is related to the 

holiness of the individual.  Num 16:4-7   When Moses heard this, he fell on his face; and he spoke to 
Korah and all his company, saying, "tomorrow morning the Lord will show who is his, and who is holy, and 
will bring him near to himself; even the one whom he will choose, he will bring near to himself. "do this: 
take censers for yourselves, Korah and all your company, and put fire in them, and lay incense upon 
them in the presence of the Lord tomorrow; and the man whom the Lord chooses shall be the one who is 
holy. You have gone far enough, you sons of Levi!" 

2. The Lord's selection includes appointments of some believers over other believers.  Num 17:1-5 
Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, "speak to the sons of Israel, and get from them a rod for each 
father's household: twelve rods, from all their leaders according to their fathers' households. You shall 
write each name on his rod, and write Aaron's name on the rod of Levi; for there is one rod for the head of 
each of their fathers' households. "you shall then deposit them in the tent of meeting in front of the 
testimony, where I meet with you. "and it will come about that the rod of the man whom I choose will 
sprout. Thus I shall lessen from upon myself the grumblings of the sons of Israel, who are grumbling 
against you." 

3. God chose certain people to take the leadership roles in certain areas of life.  1 Sam 2:28  `And did 
I {not} choose them from all the tribes of Israel to be my priests, to go up to my altar, to burn incense, to 
carry an ephod before me; and did I {not} give to the house of your father all the fire {offerings} of the 
sons of Israel?   

4. Man is called upon to make the choices that God desires him to make.  Deut 30:19-20  "I call 
heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, the blessing and 
the curse. So choose life in order that you may live, you and your descendants, by loving the Lord your 
God, by obeying his voice, and by holding fast to him; for this is your life and the length of your days, that 
you may live in the land which the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give 
them." 

5. Man is expected to choose reverence toward the Lord.  Prov 1:29  Because they hated knowledge, 
and did not choose the fear of the Lord.   

6. Man is expected to choose against emulating a man of violence.  Prov 3:31  Do not envy a man of 
violence, and do not choose any of his ways.  (don't fall prey to their hate by hating them) 

7. It was prophesied that the incarnate Son of God would make all the right choices.  Isa 7:14-16  
"Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she 
will call his name Immanuel. "He will eat curds and honey at the time He knows enough to refuse evil and 
choose good. "for before the boy will know enough to refuse evil and choose good, the land whose two 
kings you dread will be forsaken. 

8. Jesus Christ is the chosen one of God.  Isa 42:1-10  "Behold, my servant, whom I uphold; my chosen 
one in whom my soul delights. I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations.  "he 
will not cry out or raise his voice, nor make his voice heard in the street.  "a bruised reed he will not break, 
and a dimly burning wick he will not extinguish; he will faithfully bring forth justice.  "He will not be 
disheartened or crushed, until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands will wait 
expectantly for his law."  Thus says God the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who 
spread out the earth and its offspring, who gives breath to the people on it, and spirit to those who walk in 
it,  "I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I will also hold you by the hand and watch over you, 
and I will appoint you as a covenant to the people, as a light to the nations, to open blind eyes, to bring 
out prisoners from the dungeon, and those who dwell in darkness from the prison.  "I am the Lord, that is 
my name; I will not give my glory to another, nor my praise to graven images.  "Behold, the former things 
have come to pass, now I declare new things; before they spring forth I proclaim them to you."  Sing to 
the Lord a new song, sing his praise from the end of the earth! You who go down to the sea, and all that 
is in it. You islands and those who dwell on them. 

9. Jesus Christ is God's chosen one.  Luke 9:35   And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, "This is my 
son, {my} chosen one (EKLEGO); listen to him!"    

10. Jesus Christ Himself, is the choice (elect) cornerstone.  1 Pet 2:6   For {this} is contained in scripture: 
"behold I lay in Zion a choice (EKLEKTOS) stone, a precious corner {stone}, and he who believes in him 
shall not be disappointed."    

11. People challenged whether or not Jesus Christ was chosen of God.    Luke 23:35   And the people 
stood by, looking on. And even the rulers were sneering at him, saying, "He saved others; let him save 
himself if this is the Christ of God, his chosen one." (EKLEKTOS)  

Major Point:  God chose to give mankind the right to choose. 
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God's "Calling Out" 
1. God's calling out of individuals or groups of people for service does not mean that they are saved 

but that they are loved by him.  Rom 11:28   From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for 
your sake, but from the standpoint of {God's} choice (EKLOGE) they are beloved for the sake of the 
fathers;    Acts 13:17   "the God of this people Israel chose (EKLEGO) our fathers, and made the people 
great during their stay in the land of Egypt, and with an uplifted arm he led them out from it.    

2. Jesus said that the call was not equal to the "calling out".  Matt 22:14 "for many are called 
(KLETOS), but few {are} chosen."  (EKLEKTOS)  (parable of the wedding feast v1-14) 

3. In the parable of the wedding feast it is clear that there had to be an acceptance of the invitation.  
(many were called [22:9 KALEO] but few were EKKALEO; called out; I.e. Accepted the invitation; there 
was an issue of whether or not one accepted the call) 

4. Jesus' call was to sinners.  Matt 9:13   "but go and learn what {this} means, `I desire compassion, and 
not sacrifice,' for I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners."  (all of us, the "righteous" here are the 
ones who think themselves to be righteous) 

5. Major point: those who were called and accepted the invitation became the "called out" i.e. the 
"elect." 

6. God's omniscience is directly related to His choice.  Rom 9:11 for though {the twins} were not yet 
born, and had not done anything good or bad, in order that God's purpose according to {his} choice 
(EKLOGE) might stand, not because of works, but because of him who calls,   Rom 8:29-30 For whom he 
foreknew, he also predestined to become conformed to the image of his son, that he might be the first-
born among many brethren; and whom he predestined, these he also called; and whom he called, these 
he also justified; and whom he justified, these he also glorified.  1 Pet 1:1-2 Peter, an apostle of Jesus 
Christ, to those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 
Bithynia, who are chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of 
the spirit, that you may obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with his blood: may grace and peace be yours 
in fullest measure. 

7. Paul though seemed to indicate that the calling was sufficient for one to be justified.  Rom 8:28-30  
(kaleo) (foreknew~predestined~called~justified~glorified) 

8. When one is called they must still go out.  Heb 11:8  By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed 
by going out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where 
he was going.  

9. Major point: so the calling had to be accepted for one to be justified based on what the Lord 
Himself taught. 

10. In the passages in Romans we have to remember that Paul first established the free choice of 
man.   Rom 1:18-32   (if man does not have freedom of choice then God is the author of sin) 

11. The offer of salvation is open to all.  John 3:16 
12. Jesus Christ paid for the sins of all.  1 John 2:1-2 
13. So in passages that seem to indicate that man has no choice regarding salvation, we must 

consider the fact that the freedom of choice has already been established. Rom 9:1-23 
1 I am telling the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit, 
2 that I have great sorrow and unceasing grief in my heart. 
3 for I could wish that I myself were accursed, separated from Christ for the sake of my brethren, 

my kinsmen according to the flesh, 
4 who are Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption as sons and the glory and the covenants and 

the giving of the law and the temple service and the promises, 
5 whose are the fathers, and from whom is the Christ according to the flesh, who is over all, God 

blessed forever. Amen. 
6 but it is not as though the word of God has failed. For they are not all Israel who are descended 

from Israel; 
7 neither are they all children because they are Abraham's descendants, but: "through Isaac your 

descendants will be named." 
8 that is, it is not the children of the flesh who are children of God, but the children of the 

promise are regarded as descendants. 
9 for this is a word of promise: "at this time I will come, and Sarah shall have a son." 
10 and not only this, but there was Rebekah also, when she had conceived twins by one man, our 

father Isaac; 
11 for though the twins were not yet born, and had not done anything good or bad, in order that 

God's purpose according to his choice (EKLEKTOS) might stand, not because of works, but 
because of him who calls, 
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12 it was said to her, "the older will serve the younger." 
13 just as it is written, "Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated." 
14 what shall we say then? There is no injustice with God, is there? May it never be! 
15 for he says to Moses, "I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on 

whom I have compassion."  Ex 33:19 
16 so then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has 

mercy. 
17 for the scripture says to pharaoh, "for this very purpose I raised you up, to demonstrate my power 

in you, and that my name might be proclaimed throughout the whole earth."  Ex 9:16 
18 so then he has mercy on whom he desires, and he hardens whom he desires. 
19 you will say to me then, "why does he still find fault? For who resists his will?" 
20 on the contrary, who are you, o man, who answers back to God? The thing molded will not say to 

the molder, "why did you make me like this," will it? 
21 or does not the potter have a right over the clay, to make from the same lump one vessel for 

honorable use, and another for common use? 
22 what if God, although willing to demonstrate his wrath and to make his power known, endured 

with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction? 
23 and he did so in order that he might make known the riches of his glory upon vessels of mercy, 

which he prepared beforehand for glory,   (cf 2 Tim 2:21 therefore, if a man cleanses himself 
from these things, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified, useful to the master, prepared for 
every good work.)  Rom 9:24-26 even us, whom he also called, not from among Jews only, but 
also from among Gentiles. As he says also in Hosea, "I will call those who were not my people, 
'my people,' and her who was not beloved, 'beloved.'" "And it shall be that in the place where it 
was said to them, 'you are not my people,' there they shall be called sons of the living God. 

14. If the "calling out" was equal to salvation and was simply a matter of God's will, then all would be 
saved.  1 Tim 2:4  Who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  2 Pet 3:9 
the Lord is not slow about his promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for 
any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 

15. As seen in Judas, being "one called out" did not mean salvation.  John 6:70  Jesus answered them, 
"did I myself not choose (EKLEGO) you, the twelve, and {yet} one of you is a devil?"    

16. Paul himself indicates that there are those who are "called out" but not yet saved, so the "calling 
out" does not automatically mean salvation.  2 Tim 2:10 For this reason I endure all things for the 
sake of those who are chosen (EKLEKTOS), that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ 
Jesus {and} with {it} eternal glory.   

17. Those who do not choose for God are hardened by the wrong choice.  Rom 11:7  What then? That 
which Israel is seeking for, it has not obtained, but those who were chosen (EKLOGE) obtained it, and the 
rest were hardened;    

18. Tribulational believers are also designated as "called out ones", so this is not exclusively for the 
Church."  Mark 13:20  "And unless the Lord had shortened {those} days, no life would have been saved; 
but for the sake of the elect whom he chose (EKLEGO), he shortened the days.    

Major Point: If as some believe, one is chosen for heaven from eternity past and does not even have to 
accept the gift, then that person was never an enemy of God which contradicts scripture.  Rom 
5:8-10 

Major Point:  After looking at the evidence one can clearly conclude that the "calling out" by God is not 
inherently a call to salvation even though it is God's desire. 

Major Point:  Great Christians throughout the Church age have held differing viewpoints on this subject.  
The conclusions reached based on an analysis of different scriptures are opinions, which may 
even be strong convictions but are not in themselves doctrines, thus they should not become 
issues for separation or division. 

Major Point:  The doctrines are clear.  God is sovereign and man is responsible before God. 
 
The "Calling Out" is for Service 
1. Paul was chosen to take the Lord's name to the unsaved.  Acts 9:15  But the Lord said to him, "Go, 

for he is a chosen (EKLOGE) instrument of mine, to bear my name before the Gentiles and kings and the 
sons of Israel;   

2. The "called out" should function as priests to God.  1 Pet 2:4-5 And coming to him as to a living 
stone, rejected by men, but choice (EKLEKTOS) and precious in the sight of God,  you also, as living 
stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
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3. Jesus chose twelve disciples that He named as apostles.  Luke 6:13 And when day came, he called 
his disciples to him; and chose (EKLEGO) twelve of them, whom he also named as apostles:  Acts 1:2 
until the day when he was taken up, after he had by the Holy Spirit given orders to the apostles whom he 
had chosen.  (EKLEGO)  

4. The reason behind the divine "calling out" was to bear fruit.  John 15:16 "you did not choose 
(EKLEGO) me, but I chose (EKLEGO)you, and appointed you, that you should go and bear fruit, and 
{that} your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he may give to you.    

5. As seen in Judas, those who were "called out" may not bear fruit, although they may perform a 
specific task in God's plan. 

6. God's "election" is often to carry out a specific task.  Acts 15:7  And after there had been much 
debate, Peter stood up and said to them, "brethren, you know that in the early days God made a choice 
(EKLEGO)among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe.    

 
Living Out your "Calling Out" 
1. Living out your "calling out" lets you come to walk with certainty in this life.  2 Pet 1:10  Therefore, 

brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about his calling and choosing (EKLOGE) you; for as 
long as you practice these things, you will never stumble;    

2. Our selection by God should bring about changes in our life.  Col 3:12   And so, as those who have 
been chosen (EKLEKTOS) of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience;  (one another's) 

3. This "election" was before the "disorderly" foundation of the world and was designed to make us 
holy and blameless.  Eph 1:4   Just as he chose (EKLEGO) us in him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love    

4. God "chose" the "poor" to be rich in faith.  James 2:5  Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God 
choose (EKLEGO) the poor of this world {to be} rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which he promised 
to those who love him?    

5. Servant-leaders in the Church are placed there to benefit the "called out."  Titus 1:1 Paul, a bond-
servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith of those chosen (EKLEKTOS) of God and 
the knowledge of the truth which is according to Godliness,    

6. God "elected" the simple things to show man just how inadequate he really is, so our life must be 
one of appreciation of grace.  1 Cor 1:27-28  But God has chosen (EKLEGO) the foolish things of the 
world to shame the wise, and God has chosen (EKLEGO) the weak things of the world to shame the 
things which are strong, and the base things of the world and the despised, God has chosen (EKLEGO), 
the things that are not, that he might nullify the things that are,    

7. Choosing fellowship with the Lord is the best choice that a person can make.  Luke 10:42   But 
{only} a few things are necessary, really {only} one, for Mary has chosen (EKLEGO) the good part, which 
shall not be taken away from her."    

8. At times, mankind chooses recognition over humility.  Luke 14:7 And he {began} speaking a parable 
to the invited guests when he noticed how they had been picking (EKLEGO) out the places of honor {at 
the table;} saying to them,   

9. One whom God has chosen may betray Him.  John 13:18   "I do not speak of all of you. I know the 
ones I have chosen (EKLEGO); but {it is} that the scripture may be fulfilled, `he who eats my bread has 
lifted up his heel against me.'   

10. When a believer is called out of the world, the world will hate that believer.  John 15:19   "if you 
were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose 
(EKLEGO) you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.   

 
Promises and Benefits to those who accept the Call 
1. God chooses to preserve a remnant to carry on the gospel.  Rom 11:5  In the same way then, there 

has also come to be at the present time a remnant according to {God's} gracious choice. (EKLOGE)   
2. In the Olivet discourse, believers in the Tribulation are called the "elect" and Jesus is protective of 

them.  Matt 24:22b& Mark 13:20  "and unless those days had been cut short, no life would have been 
saved; but for the sake of the elect (EKLEKTOS) those days shall be cut short.   Matt 24:24 (Mark 13:22) 
"for false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if 
possible, even the elect (EKLEKTOS).   Matt 24:31 (Mark 13:27)  "and he will send forth his angels with a 
great trumpet and they will gather together his elect (EKLEKTOS) from the four winds, from one end of 
the sky to the other.    

3. God will bring about justice for His "called out ones". Luke 18:7  now shall not God bring about 
justice for his elect (EKLEKTOS), who cry to him day and night, and will he delay long over them?    
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4. Charges brought against God's elect will not stand.  Rom 8:33  who will bring a charge (EGKALEO = 
call in) against God's elect (EKLEKTOS)? God is the one who justifies;   

5. Believers actually form a new race.  1 Pet 2:9  But you are a chosen (EKLEKTOS) race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for {God's} own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of 
him who has called you out of darkness into his marvelous light;   

6. To be one who has accepted the call to service is to be a person worthy of recognition.  Rom 
16:13  Greet Rufus, a choice (EKLEKTOS) man in the Lord, also his mother and mine.   2 John 1:1 the 
elder to the chosen (EKLEKTOS) lady and her children, whom I love in truth; and not only I, but also all 
who know the truth,   2 John 1:13 the children of your chosen (EKLEKTOS) sister greet you.    

7. Those who faithfully heeded the call from God will be with the Lord in victory.  Rev 17:14   "these 
will wage war against the lamb, and the lamb will overcome them, because he is Lord of Lords and king 
of kings, and those who are with him {are the} called and chosen (EKLEKTOS) and faithful."   

 
Man's Choices 
1. Sometimes we try to make the Lord's choices for Him.  Acts 1:24   And they prayed, and said, "you, 

Lord, who know the hearts of all men, show which one of these two you hast chosen   (EKLEGO) 
2. Congregations choose deacons.  Acts 6:5   And the statement found approval with the whole 

congregation; and they chose (EKLEGO) Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, 
Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch.   

3. The Church has the freedom to choose people to carry out specific tasks.  Acts 15:22 Then it 
seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole Church, to choose (EKLEGO) men from 
among them to send to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas-- Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, leading 
men among the brethren,  Acts 15:25 it seemed good to us, having become of one mind, to select 
(EKLEGO) men to send to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul,  

 
From the Angelic Realm 
Elect angels watch both the recognition of and discipline of Church leaders.  1 Tim 5:21   I solemnly charge 
you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of {his} chosen (EKLEKTOS)angels, to maintain these 
{principles} without bias, doing nothing in a {spirit of} partiality.   
 
Major Point:  A local Church has been called out by God to display faith, hope and love. 
 
1 Thes 1:5 = The Gospel Presentation 
 
For our gospel (EUAGGELION = good news) did not come to you in word (LOGOS) only, but also in power 
(DUNAMIS) and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction (PL8ROPHORIA = to carry a full load); just as you 
know (PF ACT IND OIDA) what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. 
 
The Gospel: 
1. The gospel contains the message of faith, hope and love.  Col 1:3-5  We give thanks to God, the 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and 
the love which you have for all the saints; Because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you 
previously heard in the word of truth, the gospel, 

2. Thus, why should anyone be ashamed of it?  Rom 1:16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is 
the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.   

3. The gospel will be proclaimed to all the nations before the Lord returns.  Matt 24:14  "and this 
gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world for a witness to all the nations, and then the 
end shall come.    

4. Lose your "life" for the gospel and really find it.  Mark 8:34-38  And he summoned the multitude with 
his disciples, and said to them, "if anyone wishes to come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow me. "for whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it; but whoever loses his life for my 
sake and the gospel's shall save it. "for what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his 
soul? "for what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? "for whoever is ashamed of me and my words 
in this adulterous and sinful generation, the son of man will also be ashamed of him when he comes in 
the glory of his Father with the holy angels." 
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Five Elements Of The Gospel Presentation: 
Word 
1. Logos means an expression of thought, not the mere name of an object. 
2. The presentation to the Thessalonian Church was clearly communicated. 
3. Jesus Christ is the word who is God who became flesh.  John 1:1,14  In the beginning was the word, 

and the word was with God, and the word was God. (14) and the word became flesh, and dwelt among 
us, and we beheld his glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.    

4. Jesus communicated His resurrection as part of the "word" of the gospel.  John 2:19-22  Jesus 
answered and said to them, "destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up." the Jews therefore 
said, "it took forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?" but he was 
speaking of the temple of his body. When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he said this; and they believed the scripture, and the word which Jesus had spoken. 

5. When Jesus speaks and you believe it, you touch His power.  John 4:49-52  The royal official said to 
him, "sir, come down before my child dies." Jesus said to him, "go your way; your son lives." the man 
believed the word that Jesus spoke to him, and he started off.  And as he was now going down, his 
slaves met him, saying that his son was living. So he inquired of them the hour when he began to get 
better. They said therefore to him, "yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him." 

6. Believing Jesus' word will produce eternal life.  John 5:24  "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears my 
word, and believes him who sent me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed 
out of death into life.   John 8:51 "truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word he shall never see 
death." 

7. Jesus' word can be easily spread.  John 4:39-41  And from that city many of the Samaritans believed 
in him because of the word of the woman who testified, "he told me all the things that I have done." so 
when the Samaritans came to him, they were asking him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. 
And many more believed because of his word; 

8. Living in His word will make you free.  John 8:31-32  Jesus therefore was saying to those Jews who 
had believed him, "if you abide in my word, then you are truly disciples of mine;  and you shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make you free." 

9. Keeping His word lets you experience God's fullness.  John 14:23-24  Jesus answered and said to 
him, "if anyone loves me, he will keep my word; and my Father will love him, and we will come to him, and 
make our abode with him. "he who does not love me does not keep my words; and the word which you 
hear is not mine, but the Father's who sent me. 

Power 
1. Power came with the gospel to function in faith, hope and love. 
2. The word for power that is used here means inherent power, power from within. 
3. Power is behind the declaration of Jesus Christ as the son of God.  Rom 1:1-6  Paul, a bond-servant 

of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which he promised beforehand 
through his prophets in the holy scriptures, concerning his son, who was born of a descendant of David 
according to the flesh, who was declared the son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, 
according to the spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord,  through whom we have received grace and 
apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles, for his name's sake,  among 
whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ; 

4. The gospel is the power of God for salvation.  Rom 1:16-20  For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it 
is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in 
it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "but the righteous man shall live 
by faith." for the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because that which is known about God is evident 
within them; for God made it evident to them. For since the creation of the world his invisible attributes, 
his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been 
made, so that they are without excuse. 

5. There does not exist sufficient power to remove us from God's love.  Rom 8:38-39  For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love 
of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

6. Abounding hope comes from the power of the Holy Spirit.  Rom 15:13  Now may the God of hope fill 
you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

7. The message of the cross is the picture of the power of God.  1 Cor 1:18  For the word of the cross 
is to those who are perishing foolishness, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.   
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8. Jesus Christ is God's power.  1 Cor 1:22-25  For indeed Jews ask for signs, and Greeks search for 
wisdom; But we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block, and to Gentiles foolishness, but to 
those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 

9. God's power protects us until the Rapture so as to enjoy our inheritance.  1 Pet 1:3-5  Blessed be 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to his great mercy has caused us to be born 
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance 
which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are 
protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

10. God's power has given His children everything that they need to really live.  2 Pet 1:2-4  Grace and 
peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; seeing that his divine power 
has granted to us everything pertaining to life and Godliness, through the true knowledge of him who 
called us by his own glory and excellence. For by these he has granted to us his precious and 
magnificent promises, in order that by them you might become partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust. 

The Holy Spirit 
1. The Holy Spirit is the third member of the Godhead. 
2. The great commission to "make disciples of all the nations" has the Holy Spirit directly involved.  

Matt 28:18-20  And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "all authority has been given to me in 
heaven and on earth. "go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and the son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I 
am with you always, even to the end of the age." 

3. John the Baptizer pointed out that Jesus Christ baptized people with the Holy Spirit.  John 1:32-33  
And John bore witness saying, "I have beheld the spirit descending as a dove out of heaven, and he 
remained upon him. "and I did not recognize him, but he who sent me to baptize in water said to me, 'he 
upon whom you see the spirit descending and remaining upon him, this is the one who baptizes in the 
Holy Spirit.' 

4. Jesus made it clear that one who is "born again" must be born of the Spirit.  John 3:5-8  Jesus 
answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God. "That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the spirit is spirit. "do 
not marvel that I said to you, 'you must be born again.' "the wind blows where it wishes and you hear the 
sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the 
spirit."  John 6:63  "it is the spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have spoken to 
you are spirit and are life.    

5. The Holy Spirit is the revealer of truth, so he must be involved to get the gospel presented 
correctly.  John 14:16-17  "And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another helper, that he may be 
with you forever; that is the spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not behold him 
or know him, but you know him because he abides with you, and will be in you. 

6. The Holy Spirit is the teacher.  John 14:26  "but the helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send 
in my name, he will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you. 

7. The Holy Spirit teaches the truth which is Jesus Christ.  John 16:13-14  "but when he, the spirit of 
truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own initiative, but whatever he 
hears, he will speak; and he will disclose to you what is to come.  "he shall glorify me; for he shall take of 
mine, and shall disclose it to you.  1 John 5:7-8 and it is the spirit who bears witness, because the spirit is 
the truth.  For there are three that bear witness, the spirit and the water and the blood; and the three are 
in agreement. 

8. A major function is the Holy Spirit is to teach the believer about God's love.  Rom 5:3-5  And not 
only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that Tribulation brings about perseverance; and 
perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope; and hope does not disappoint, because the 
love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

9. Another major function of the Holy Spirit is to set the believer free.  Rom 8:1-2  There is therefore 
now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  For the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
has set you free from the law of sin and of death.  2 Cor 3:17 now the Lord is the spirit; and where the 
spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 

10. The Holy Spirit reveals God's thoughts. 1 Cor 2:9-16  But just as it is written, "things which eye has not 
seen and ear has not heard, and which have not entered the heart of man, all that God has prepared for 
those who love him." for to us God revealed them through the spirit; for the spirit searches all things, even 
the depths of God. For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man, which 
is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the spirit of God.  Now we have received, 
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not the spirit of the world, but the spirit who is from God, that we might know the things freely given to us 
by God, which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the 
spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words. But a natural man does not accept the things of 
the spirit of God; for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are 
spiritually appraised. But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no man. 
For who has known the mind of the Lord, that he should instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ. 

11. We receive the Holy Spirit by faith.  Gal 3:2-5  This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you 
receive the spirit by the works of the law, or by hearing with faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun by 
the spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh? Did you suffer so many things in vain-- if indeed it 
was in vain? Does he then, who provides you with the spirit and works miracles among you, do it by the 
works of the law, or by hearing with faith? 

12. The Holy Spirit sanctifies us.  1 Pet 1:2  According to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the 
sanctifying work of the spirit, that you may obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with his blood: may grace 
and peace be yours in fullest measure.   

Full Conviction 
1. This word means to "carry a full load." 
2. In the context and also by a comparative study of the places that this word is used, it is a full load 

of faith, hope and love. 
3. To present the gospel with a "full load" means that one understands that God's "mystery" is 

Jesus Christ Himself.  Col 2:2  That their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, 
and {attaining} to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, {resulting} in a true 
knowledge of God's mystery, {that is,} Christ {himself},  

4. Those who carry the gospel bring hope. Heb 6:11-12  and we desire that each one of you show the 
same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end, that you may not be sluggish, 
but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises. 

5. They are also carrying a full load of faith.  Heb 10:19-25  Since therefore, brethren, we have 
confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus,  by a new and living way which he inaugurated 
for us through the veil, that is, his flesh,  and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us 
draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil 
conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without 
wavering, for he who promised is faithful; and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and 
good deeds,  not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another; and all the more, as you see the day drawing near. 

People Of Honor 
1. The message is delivered by people of honor. 
2. Paul was a man who did not begin as a man of honor but was changed and became one. 
Principle:  a model Church knows that its roots are in the gospel and they are living out the good news. 
Principle:  while the gospel is communicated with words it is not simply an intellectual exercise. 
Principle:  when you receive the gospel you have the power to function in faith, hope and love. 
Principle:  when you receive the gospel you have the revealer of Jesus Christ in you so that you may be 

conformed to His image. 
Principle:  those who deliver the gospel need to be carrying a full load of faith, hope and love themselves. 
Principle:  the character of the person presenting the gospel is important to its credibility. 
Principle:  personal character benefits others. 
 
1 Thes 1:6 = The Difference the Gospel Made. 
 
You also became imitators (MIM8T8S = to mimic, imitate, act like) of us and of the Lord, having received 
(AOR MID PTC DECHOMAI = to receive by deliberate and ready reception of what is offered; point of time, 
volitional choice, prior to imitation) the word in much tribulation (THLIPSIS) with the joy (CHARA = recognition 
of grace) of the Holy Spirit, 
 
Principle:  When people receive the gospel it should make a difference. 
Principle:  A willing, deliberate reception of the gospel can lead to imitation of Jesus Christ. 
 
Summary: 
1. A model Church learns from role models who imitate the Lord. 
2. People can receive the gospel even when they are under intense pressure not to. 
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3. The gospel brings with it a joy that comes from the Holy Spirit as a recognition of grace.               
Cf Gal 5:22 

Principle:  The model Church rises above circumstances. 
 
Imitation 
1. Imitation involves a genuine desire and attempt to remove arrogance from one’s life. 1 Cor 4:6-16 
2. We are told to imitate the apostle Paul only to the extent and degree that he imitates Jesus Christ, 

and especially in the area of use of one's freedom.  1 Cor 10:23-11:1  
3. We are also told to imitate the Father as a beloved child, especially in the areas of truth and love. 

Eph 4:25-5:2 
4. A model Church imitates other churches who have endured hardship.  1 Thes 2:14  For you, 

brethren, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, for you also endured 
the same sufferings at the hands of your own countrymen, even as they {did} from the Jews,   

5. Imitation of the right people in the right ways is part of the things that accompany salvation.  Heb 
6:9-12 

6. Believers should set the example of working to provide a living.  2 Thes 3:6-13 
7. When it comes to imitation of spiritual leaders, we are to imitate their conduct based on their faith, 

especially in five areas.  Heb 13:1-7 
8. We are not to imitate that which is evil, especially in the area of unrighteous separation.                 

3 John 9-11 
9. We are certainly not to imitate the appetites of others.  Phil 3:17-21 
Major Point:  All imitation must be evaluated in view of Jesus Christ.  (unselfish, humble, sacrificial) 
 
Tribulation (Pressure) 
1. A willing and deliberate reception of the good news will produce a joy in the midst of pressure. 
2. God's joy is stronger than pressure.  (do you believe it??) 
3. Some believers will wilt at the first sign of pressure from the world.  Matt 13:20-21  "And the one on 

whom seed was sown on the rocky places, this is the man who hears the word, and immediately receives 
it with joy; yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only temporary, and when affliction or persecution 
arises because of the word, immediately he falls away. 

4. A model Church that is imitating Paul will learn to rejoice in their pressures because they know it 
will eventuate in hope.  Rom 5:3-5  And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that 
Tribulation brings about perseverance; and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope; 
and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

5. Part of loving God is persevering in pressure.  Rom 12:9-13  Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor 
what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one 
another in honor; not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope, 
persevering in Tribulation, devoted to prayer, contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality. 

6. Our God encourages us during our pressures so that we may encourage others during theirs.  2 Cor 1:3-
4  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort; 
who comforts us in all our affliction so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with 
the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 

7. One who has their hope set on eternal things will view all pressure as momentary and light.   2 Cor 
4:16-18  Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being 
renewed day by day. For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far 
beyond all comparison, while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not 
seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal. 

8. In whatever we face, let us commend ourselves as servants of God.  2 Cor 6:4  But in everything 
commending ourselves as servants of God, in much endurance, in afflictions, in hardships, in distresses,  

9. When you endure pressure for others' sake you get a taste of the pressure that Jesus faced. Col 
1:24  Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I do my share on behalf of his body 
(which is the Church) in filling up that which is lacking in Christ's afflictions.   

 
Joy 
1. True joy comes from the Holy Spirit.  Gal 5:22  But the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, Rom 14:17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but 
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.    
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2. God's kingdom is like a treasure that produces joy.  Matt 13:44  "the kingdom of heaven is like a 
treasure hidden in the field, which a man found and hid; and from joy over it he goes and sells all that he 
has, and buys that field.   

3. Part of receiving the "well done" from the Lord will be a joy.  Matt 25:21-23  "His master said to him, 
'well done, good and faithful slave; you were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many 
things, enter into the joy of your master.' "The one also who had received the two talents came up and 
said, 'master, you entrusted to me two talents; see, I have gained two more talents.' "his master said to 
him, 'well done, good and faithful slave; you were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of 
many things; enter into the joy of your master.' 

4. Believers who are imitating Christ produce joy in other believers who are imitating Christ.  1 Thes 
2:19-20  For who is our hope or joy or crown of exultation? Is it not even you, in the presence of our Lord 
Jesus at his coming? For you are our glory and joy. 

5. Joy is a valid motivation if it is accompanied with obedience.  Heb 12:1-3  Therefore, since we have 
so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which 
so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on 
Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  For consider him who has endured such 
hostility by sinners against himself, so that you may not grow weary and lose heart. 

6. Seek to let spiritual overseers do so with joy.  Heb 13:17  Obey your leaders, and submit {to them}; 
for they keep watch over your souls, as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not 
with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.  

7. Pressure and tests are better handled when we consider them as joy.  James 1:2-4  Consider it all 
joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces 
endurance.  And let endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in 
nothing. 

8. Spiritual leaders gain great joy from those who walk in truth.  3 John 1:4bbI have no greater joy than 
this, to hear of my children walking in the truth.   

Principle:  You can have the joy of the Holy Spirit in the midst of Tribulation. 
 
1 Thes 1:7 = The First Result of the Difference-A Model 
 
So that you became (AOR PAS INF GINOMAI = became something they were not; tied to "became imitators" in 
v6; a direct result of the imitation) an example (TUPOS = cf DEIGMA = a thing shown; this word from tupto 
meaning a "blow" to strike; hence an impression, the Mark of a blow from a stamp or a seal; a model, pattern, a 
mold to pour other things into) to all the believers in Macedonia (home province) and in Achaia (province south 
of them with Corinth, Athens). 
 
Summary: 
1. The model Church does not proclaim itself to be one but is recognized by others as one.  1 Cor 

10:12 therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.    
2. They were an example because they were imitators of Paul as he was of the Lord. 
3. They were touching their home and their neighbors. 
 
Models 
1. The first model that we see is in the nail-scarred hands of the Lord Jesus Christ, portraying self-

sacrifice.  John 20:25  The other disciples therefore were saying to him, "we have seen the Lord!" but he 
said to them, "unless I shall see in his hands the imprint of the nails, and put my finger into the place of 
the nails, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe."   

2. Israel had been known to follow the wrong models.  Acts 7:43   `you also took along the tabernacle of 
Moloch and the star of the God Rompha, the images which you made to worship them. I also will remove 
you beyond Babylon.' 

3. The Lord is the one that sets the standard for models.   Acts 7:44  "our fathers had the tabernacle of 
testimony in the wilderness, just as he who spoke to Moses directed {him} to make it according to the 
pattern which he had seen.  

4. Adam was a type of Christ meaning that what he did affected others.  Rom 5:14   Nevertheless  
Adam, who is a type of him who was to come.    

5. The form of teaching we are to be committed to is the one that calls sin, sin and does not abuse 
grace.  Rom 6:17 (cf 1-16)  But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became 
obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed,   
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6. The Old Testament is loaded with events that are designed to be examples for us.  1 Cor 10:6  Now 
these things happened as examples for us, that we should not crave evil things, as they also 
craved. (read v1-14) 

7. Paul urges us to follow his example of leaving behind the things that slow us down and press on.  
Phil 3:17   Brethren, join in following my example (SUMMIM8T8S), and observe those who walk 
according to the pattern you have in us.  (read v8-17)    

8. He also urges us to work in a disciplined manner so as not to burden others.  2 Thes 3:9  Not 
because we do not have the right {to this,} but in order to offer ourselves as a model for you, that you 
might follow our example.  (MIM8T8S) 

9. Pastors are called to be models in several areas.  1 Tim 4:12  Let no one look down on your 
youthfulness, but {rather} in speech, conduct, love, faith {and} purity, show yourself an example of those 
who believe.  1 Pet 5:3 nor yet as Lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be 
examples to the flock.   

10. Young men are to become examples of several things.  Titus 2:6-8  Likewise urge the young men to 
be sensible; in all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds, with purity in doctrine, dignified, 
sound in speech which is beyond reproach, in order that the opponent may be put to shame, having 
nothing bad to say about us. 

11. The tabernacle was a picture of the heavenly places and thus Moses was to construct it correctly.   
Heb 8:5  Who serve a copy (HUPODEIGMA) and shadow (SKIA) of the heavenly things, just as Moses 
was warned {by God} when he was about to erect the tabernacle; for, "see," he says, "that you make all 
things according to the pattern which was shown you on the mountain."   

Principle:  A Church that is growing in faith, hope and love becomes a model for other churches.  (impact) 
 
1 Thes 1:8 = The Second Result of the Difference-Ongoing Impact 
 
For the word (LOGOS) of the Lord has sounded (PF PS IND EX8CHEW = 1x; to sound out as a trumpet, 
reverberate, echo, one sound repeated over and over) forth from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but 
also in every place your faith toward God has gone forth (PF ACT IND EXERCHOMAI), so that we have no 
need to say anything. 
 
Principle:  a model Church has impact because of faith. 
Principle:  their example is communicated over and over again.  (think about how many times this one 

has been) 
Principle:  a model Church does not need to be reminded about the importance of faith but humbly lets 

themselves be reminded. 
Principle:  a model Church touches others around them. 
 
1 Thes 1:9 = The Foundation of the Differences-Turning from Idols 
 
For they themselves report (PAI APAGGELLW = to message from; announce; declare) about us what kind of 
a reception (EISODOV = a way into, entrance for the first time; 5x) we had with you, and how you turned (AAI 
EPISTREPHW = turn upon) to God from idols to serve (PAINF DOULEUW) a living (PAPTC ZAW) and true 
(AL8THINOS) God, 
 
Summary: 
1. When God establishes a Church in the midst of pressure, the word gets around. 

Principle:  a model Church will make needed earthly adjustments. 
Principle:  a model Church has turned from idolatry to serve a living and real God. 

2. When a person turns to the Lord, there is real sight and liberty.  2 Cor 3:15-18  But to this day 
whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their heart; but whenever a man turns to the Lord, the veil is 
taken away.  Now the Lord is the spirit; and where the spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. But we all, with 
unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image 
from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the spirit. 

3. Mankind though is fickle and can turn back to the idols in life.  Gal 4:8-9  However at that time, when 
you did not know God, you were slaves to those which by nature are no Gods. But now that you have 
come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how is it that you turn back again to the weak and 
worthless elemental things, to which you desire to be enslaved all over again? 
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4. When a brother strays from the truth, we are to seek to turn him back.  James 5:19-20  My brethren, 
if any among you strays from the truth, and one turns him back,  let him know that he who turns a sinner 
from the error of his way will save his soul from death, and will cover a multitude of sins. 

5. When a believer "returns" to Christ it means that the believer is beginning to follow His example.  
1 Pet 2:21-25  For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you 
an example for you to follow in his steps, who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in his mouth; 
and while being reviled, he did not revile in return; while suffering, he uttered no threats, but kept 
entrusting himself to him who judges righteously; and he himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, 
that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by his wounds you were healed.  For you were 
continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 

6. Idolatry must be guarded against.  1 John 5:21  Little children, guard yourselves from idols. 
7. One cannot really keep their foot in both worlds.  Matt 6:24  "no one can serve two masters; for either 

he will hate the one and love the other, or he will hold to one and despise the other. You cannot serve 
God and mammon.  

8. Believers are no longer to be slaves to sin.  Rom 6:5-7  For if we have become united with him in the 
likeness of his death, certainly we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection, knowing this, that our 
old self was crucified with him, that our body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be 
slaves to sin; for he who has died is freed from sin. 

9. Now we can serve God in the newness of the Spirit.  Rom 7:5-6  For while we were in the flesh, the 
sinful passions, which were aroused by the law, were at work in the members of our body to bear fruit for 
death. But now we have been released from the law, having died to that by which we were bound, so that 
we serve in newness of the spirit and not in oldness of the letter. 

10. We are to serve Christ by pursuing the things that make for peace and the building up of one 
another.  Rom 14:15-19  For if because of food your brother is hurt, you are no longer walking according 
to love. Do not destroy with your food him for whom Christ died. Therefore do not let what is for you a 
good thing be spoken of as evil; for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and 
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. For he who in this way serves Christ is acceptable to God and approved 
by men. So then let us pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one another. 

11. All service is to come through love so it must be empowered by the Holy Spirit.  Gal 5:13  For you 
were called to freedom, brethren; only {do} not {turn} your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but 
through love serve one another.   

12. All service we render should be for the Lord.  Eph 6:5-8  Slaves, be obedient to those who are your 
masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in the sincerity of your heart, as to Christ; not by 
way of eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart. With 
good will render service, as to the Lord, and not to men, knowing that whatever good thing each one 
does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether slave or free. 

13. Our salvation should deliver us from serving our own lusts.  Titus 3:3-7  For we also once were 
foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in 
malice and envy, hateful, hating one another. But when the kindness of God our savior and his love for 
mankind appeared, he saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but 
according to his mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured 
out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our savior, that being justified by his grace we might be made 
heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

Question:  What differences has salvation made in your life? 
 
1 Thes 1:10 = The Foundation of the Differences-Heavenly Living 
 
And to wait (PAINF ANAMENW = to abide up; live with a focus on heaven) for his son from heaven, whom he 
raised (AAI EGEIRW) from (EK) the dead (ones), that is Jesus, who delivers (PMPTC RHUOMAI = same 
construction as Rom 11:26 where there it is translated, "deliverer"; to rescue, save, deliver; contemporaneous 
time with egeirw; the instant Jesus Christ was raised he became our deliverer from the wrath) us from the wrath 
(HE ORG8) to come (PMPTC ERCHOMAI = the coming wrath). 
 
Summary: 
1. The first thing that they turned from is idols. 
2. The thing that they turned to was an upward life.  (not horizontal-i.e. To other idols, distractions) 
Principle:  the model Church fixes their eyes on eternity. 
Principle:  eternity for the believer is grounded in the resurrection. 
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Major Point: The Church will not experience God's wrath.  (the real question is where does it begin?  No 
position argues with this verse) 

3. The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the proof of the object of our faith.  1 Cor 15 
4. Because he was raised from the dead, we know that he has the power to return.  John 14:1-3 
5. A believer who has turned from idols has an upward direction to his life.  Col 3:1-2 
6. The one who is coming back, who was raised from the dead is coming to deliver us from the 

coming wrath. 
7. The word RHUOMAI looks at rescuing from something, while SODZO looks more at preserving 

from.  EXAIREO indicates to "pluck" out of danger. 
8. RHUOMAI means that you are in danger and thus are in need of rescue whether you realize it or 

not. 
 
Rescue 
1. An important part of our prayer life should be to be rescued from evil.   

Matt 6:13  `and do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. [for Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.]'  

2. Our Lord chose to not be rescued from danger so as to preserve us from our sins.  Matt 27:43  "he 
trusts in God; let him deliver {him} now, if he takes pleasure in him; for he said, `I am the son of God.'"   

3. When God delivers us it is so that we can serve him without fear.  Luke 1:74  To grant us that we, 
being delivered from the hand of our enemies, might serve him without fear,  

4. We had to be rescued from the law of sin and death.  Rom 7:24-8:2  Wretched man that I am! Who 
will set me free from the body of this death?  Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, 
on the one hand I myself with my mind am serving the law of God, but on the other, with my flesh the law 
of sin.  (8:1) there is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  For the law of the 
spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free (eleutherow) from the law of sin and of death. 

5. Our deliverer which is Jesus Christ saves so as to remove ungodliness.  Rom 11:26  And thus all 
Israel will be saved; just as it is written, "the deliverer will come from Zion, he will remove ungodliness 
from Jacob."   

6. It is valid and good to ask others to pray for your rescue from danger so that you may be of 
service to others.  Rom 15:31  That I may be delivered from those who are disobedient in Judea, and 
{that} my service for Jerusalem may prove acceptable to the saints; 

7. Watching God deliver you builds your hope.  2 Cor 1:10  Who delivered us from so great a {peril of} 
death, and will deliver {us,} he on whom we have set our hope. And he will yet deliver us,   

8. As believers, we have been rescued from the authority of Satan and placed in the kingdom of 
Jesus Christ.  Col 1:13  For he delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved son, 

9. One of Paul's examples is to pray for deliverance from perverse and evil men for yourself and 
others so that the gospel may be spread.  2 Thes 3:1-2  Finally, brethren, pray for us that the word of 
the Lord may spread rapidly and be glorified, just as it did also with you; and that we may be delivered 
from perverse and evil men; for not all have faith. 

10. The Lord can deliver you out of a variety of circumstances.   2 Tim 3:10-11  But you followed my 
teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, patience, love, perseverance,  persecutions, and sufferings, such as 
happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium and at Lystra; what persecutions I endured, and out of them all the 
Lord delivered me! 

11. The greatest rescue that one can have though is in the spiritual realm.  2 Tim 4:17-18  But the Lord 
stood with me, and strengthened me, in order that through me the proclamation might be fully 
accomplished, and that all the Gentiles might hear; and I was delivered out of the lion's mouth.  The Lord 
will deliver me from every evil deed, and will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom; to him {be} the 
glory forever and ever. Amen.  

12. Your rescue from wrath begins with your rescue from sin.  2 Pet 2:4-9  For if God did not spare 
angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for 
judgment;  and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with 
seven others, when he brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; and if he condemned the cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes, having made them an example to those 
who would live ungodly thereafter;  and if he rescued righteous lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of 
unprincipled men (for by what he saw and heard that righteous man, while living among them, felt his 
righteous soul tormented day after day with their lawless deeds), then the Lord knows how to rescue the 
Godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment, 
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The Wrath of God 
1. Even snakes want to flee from it.  Matt 3:7-8  But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 

coming for baptism, he said to them, "you brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come?  "Therefore bring forth fruit in keeping with repentance; 

2. God's wrath is righteous.  Rom 3:3-6  What then? If some did not believe, their unbelief will not nullify 
the faithfulness of God, will it?  May it never be! Rather, let God be found true, though every man be 
found a liar, as it is written, "that you might be justified in thy words, and might prevail when you art 
judged." but if our unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God, what shall we say? The God 
who inflicts wrath is not unrighteous, is he? (I am speaking in human terms.)  May it never be! For 
otherwise how will God judge the world? 

3. Salvation delivers us from God's wrath.  Rom 5:8-10  But God demonstrates his own love toward us, 
in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  Much more then, having now been justified by his 
blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through him.  For if while we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God through the death of his son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by 
his life. 

4. It belongs to God alone.  Rom 12:19-21 Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the 
wrath of God, for it is written, "vengeance is mine, I will repay," says the Lord.  "But if your enemy is 
hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals upon his 
head." do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  Eph 4:31-32  Let all bitterness and 
wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. And be kind to one 
another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.  1 Tim 2:5-8  
For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave 
himself as a ransom for all, the testimony borne at the proper time.  And for this I was appointed a 
preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying) as a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and 
truth.  Therefore I want the men in every place to pray, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and 
dissension.  James 1:19-20  this you know, my beloved brethren. But let everyone be quick to hear, slow 
to speak and slow to anger;  for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God. 

5. But God can delegate its administration to human agencies.  Rom 13:3-5  For rulers are not a cause 
of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is good, and you 
will have praise from the same;  for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be 
afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath 
upon the one who practices evil.  Wherefore it is necessary to be in subjection, not only because of 
wrath, but also for conscience' sake. 

 
Things that Trigger God's Wrath: 
1.   Attitudes that place legalisms above people.  Mark 3:1-6  And he entered again into a synagogue; 

and a man was there with a withered hand. And they were watching him to see if he would heal him on 
the Sabbath, in order that they might accuse him.  And he said to the man with the withered hand, "rise 
and come forward!"  and he said to them, "is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save a 
life or to kill?" but they kept silent. And after looking around at them with anger, grieved at their hardness 
of heart, he said to the man, "stretch out your hand." and he stretched it out, and his hand was restored.  
And the Pharisees went out and immediately began taking counsel with the Herodians against him, as to 
how they might destroy him. 

2.    Ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth.  Rom 1:18  For the wrath of God 
is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in 
unrighteousness,  

3.    Stubborn and unrepentant hearts that store up wrath for themselves.  Rom 2:5-11  But because of 
your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and 
revelation of the righteous judgment of God,  who will render to every man according to his deeds:  to 
those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life;  but to 
those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath and 
indignation.  There will be Tribulation and distress for every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first 
and also of the Greek,  but glory and honor and peace to every man who does good, to the Jew first and 
also to the Greek. For there is no partiality with God. 

4. Violation of God's law.  Rom 4:14-16  For if those who are of the law are heirs, faith is made void and 
the promise is nullified;  for the law brings about wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there 
violation. For this reason it is by faith, that it might be in accordance with grace, in order that the promise 
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may be certain to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the law, but also to those who are of 
the faith of Abraham, who is the Father of us all, 

5. Immorality and idolatry.  Eph 5:5-7  For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person 
or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.  Let no one 
deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of 
disobedience. Therefore do not be partakers with them;  Col 3:5-9  Therefore consider the members of 
your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to 
idolatry.  For it is on account of these things that the wrath of God will come,  and in them you also once 
walked, when you were living in them.  But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, 
slander, and abusive speech from your mouth.  Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self 
with its evil practices, 

 
The Timing of the Wrath 
1.    God's wrath is seen in the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D.  Luke 21:20-24  "but when you see 

Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then recognize that her desolation is at hand.  "then let those who are 
in Judea flee to the mountains, and let those who are in the midst of the city depart, and let not those who 
are in the country enter the city; because these are days of vengeance, in order that all things which are 
written may be fulfilled.  "woe to those who are with child and to those who nurse babes in those days; for 
there will be great distress upon the land, and wrath to this people,  and they will fall by the edge of the 
sword, and will be led captive into all the nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled under foot by the 
Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. 

2.    God's wrath is seen poured upon the exodus generation.  Heb 3:9-13  Where your fathers tried me 
by testing me, and saw my works for forty years.  "therefore I was angry with this generation, and said, 
'they always go astray in their heart; and they did not know my ways';  as I swore in my wrath, 'they shall 
not enter my rest.'" take care, brethren, lest there should be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart, 
in falling away from the living God.  But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called 
"today," lest any one of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 

3.  God's wrath is pictured as abiding upon an unbeliever.  John 3:36  "he who believes in the son has 
eternal life; but he who does not obey the son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."  Eph 
2:1-3  And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the 
course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the 
sons of disobedience.  Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires 
of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. 

4. God's wrath is ready to burst out upon those who hinder evangelism because of prejudice.  1 
Thes 2:14-16  For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in 
Judea, for you also endured the same sufferings at the hands of your own countrymen, even as they did 
from the Jews,  who both killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out. They are not pleasing 
to God, but hostile to all men, hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles that they might be saved; with 
the result that they always fill up the measure of their sins. But wrath has come upon them to the utmost. 

5.    Believers will not experience the full measure of God's wrath.  1Thes 5:9-11  For God has not 
destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, that 
whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him.  Therefore encourage one another, and 
build up one another, just as you also are doing. 

6.    Believers though can experience a measure of God's wrath in time.  Heb 4:1-3  Therefore, let us fear lest, while 
a promise remains of entering his rest, any one of you should seem to have come short of it. For indeed we have had 
good news preached to us, just as they also; but the word they heard did not profit them, because it was not united by 
faith in those who heard.  For we who have believed enter that rest, just as he has said, "as I swore in my wrath, 
they shall not enter my rest," although his works were finished from the foundation of the world. 

7.    The wrath of God clearly is operational with the opening of the "seal judgments."  Rev 6:15-17  
And the kings of the earth and the great men and the commanders and the rich and the strong and every 
slave and free man, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains; and they said to 
the mountains and to the rocks, "fall on us and hide us from the presence of him who sits on the throne, 
and from the wrath of the lamb;  for the great day of their wrath has come; and who is able to stand?" 

8.    The wrath of God is clearly operational with the blowing of the seventh trumpet.  Rev 11:18-19  
"and the nations were enraged, and thy wrath came, and the time came for the dead to be judged, and 
the time to give their reward to thy bond-servants the prophets and to the saints and to those who fear thy 
name, the small and the great, and to destroy those who destroy the earth."  and the temple of God which 
is in heaven was opened; and the ark of his covenant appeared in his temple, and there were flashes of 
lightning and sounds and peals of thunder and an earthquake and a great hailstorm. 
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9.    The wrath of God is clearly poured out at the Second Advent.  Rev 19:15-16  And from his mouth 
comes a sharp sword, so that with it he may smite the nations; and he will rule them with a rod of iron; 
and he treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the almighty. And on his robe and on his thigh 
he has a name written, "king of kings, and Lord of Lords." 

10.    The wrath of God is promised to those who take the "Mark of the beast."  Rev 14:9-11  And another 
angel, a third one, followed them, saying with a loud voice, "if anyone worships the beast and his image, 
and receives a Mark on his forehead or upon his hand,  he also will drink of the wine of the wrath of God, 
which is mixed in full strength in the cup of his anger; and he will be tormented with fire and brimstone in 
the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the lamb.  "and the smoke of their torment goes up 
forever and ever; and they have no rest day and night, those who worship the beast and his image, and 
whoever receives the Mark of his name." 

11.    Individual nations will experience God's wrath.  Rev 16:19-21  And the great city was split into three 
parts, and the cities of the nations fell. And Babylon the great was remembered before God, to give her 
the cup of the wine of his fierce wrath. And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. 
And huge hailstones, about one hundred pounds each, came down from heaven upon men; and men 
blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail, because its plague was extremely severe. 

 
Summary of points: 
1.   God's anger can be poured out at any time.  John 3:36 
2.   God's love gives grace to man holding back his anger.  John 3:16 
3.   God rescues us from his anger. 
4.   In the Tribulational time frame, the wrath is unleashed at the outset, though it is not fully 

manifested until the end.  (lit fuse) 
 
Major Point: The greatest issue is not the timing of the believer's physical deliverance from God's anger 

in the Tribulation, but the fact that the believer has been delivered from God's anger for eternity. 
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1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 
Honesty 

 
1. The Past: The Work of Faith (1:1-3:13) 

A. The Commendation of the Thessalonians (1:1-10) 
B. The Character Of The Communicator.  2:1-12 

1). Honesty.  2:1-8 
 
1 Thes 2:1 = The Reminder of their First Meeting 
 
For you yourselves know, brethren, that our coming (EISODOV) to you was not in vain, (PF AI GINOMAI + 
OU = did not become + KENOS = vanity, worthless; void of content cf mataios meaning void of result). 
 
Summary: 
1. Paul is going to take them back to their initial meeting so as to teach them some important points. 
2. He is going to look at the ingredients that God used to make their meeting fruitful. 
3. Paul is now going to emphasize what they were left with to produce results.  (kenos vs mataios) 
4. Paul knows that Satan can and would empty the contents of what they left.  1Thes 3:5  For this 

reason, when I could endure {it} no longer, I also sent to find out about your faith, for fear that the tempter 
might have tempted you, and our labor should be in vain.   

6. Paul also knows that whatever he has to give of himself came directly from the grace of God.  1 
Cor 15:10-14  But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove vain; but I 
labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me.  Whether then it was I or 
they, so we preach and so you believed. Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the 
dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?  But if there is no 
resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised;  and if Christ has not been raised, then our 
preaching is vain, your faith also is vain. 

7. Whatever you do for the Lord is not for nothing.  1 Cor 15:58  Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the 
Lord. 

8. Paul wants God's grace to fill you up that you may not be empty and thus discredit the ministry.  2 
Cor 6:1-4  And working together with Him, we also urge you not to receive the grace of God in vain--for 
He says, "At the acceptable time I listened to you, and on the day of salvation I helped you"; behold, now 
is "the acceptable time," behold, now is "the day of salvation"--giving no cause for offense in anything, in 
order that the ministry be not discredited, but in everything commending ourselves as servants of God,  

9. Humility lets a person become vulnerable to others so that they may determine if they are running 
for nothing.  Gal 2:2  And it was because of a revelation that I went up; and I submitted to them the 
gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but I did so in private to those who were of reputation, for fear 
that I might be running, or had run, in vain. 

10. We are warned to not be deceived with words that have no reality behind them.  Eph 5:6  Let no 
one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of 
disobedience. 

11. One's love for others does not want them to stand in front of the Lord empty.  Phil 2:14-16  Do all 
things without grumbling or disputing; that you may prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, 
children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you 
appear as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may have cause to 
glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain. 

12. Some things although having the appearance of content are actually worthless.  Col 2:8  See to it 
that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, 
according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ. 

13. Faith without the appropriate actions of that faith is empty.  James 2:20  But are you willing to 
recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless?  

Principle:  Missionaries and evangelists should come with content in their souls.  (we will see what the 
content should be in the upcoming verses; cup running over) 
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1 Thes 2:2 = Character Trait # 1-Boldness 
 
but after we had already suffered (AOR ACT PTC PROPASCHW = to suffer beforehand; 1x) and been 
mistreated (AOR PASS PTC HUBRIDZW = to be insulted, reproached; verbal attacks) in Philippi, as you know, 
we had the boldness (API PARR8SIADZOMAI = to speak boldly, freely; causative) in our God to speak to you 
the gospel (EUAGGELION) of God amid much opposition (AGWN = from verb meaning "to lead"; looks at a 
meeting place where athletes competed; conflict). 
 
Summary: 
1. Paul, the apostle, evangelist, missionary and pastor had suffered and been insulted before. 
Principle:  an evangelist, missionary or pastor needs the quality of boldness in the face of opposition. 
2. Paul began his ministry speaking boldly.  Acts 9:27-28  But Barnabas took hold of him and brought 

him to the apostles and described to them how he had seen the Lord on the road, and that He had talked 
to him, and how at Damascus he had spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus.  And he was with them 
moving about freely in Jerusalem, speaking out boldly in the name of the Lord. 

3. Paul continued speaking out boldly.  Acts 13:46   And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, 
"It was necessary that the word of God should be spoken to you first; since you repudiate it, and judge 
yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles.  Acts 14:3  Therefore they 
spent a long time there speaking boldly with reliance upon the Lord, who was bearing witness to the word 
of His grace, granting that signs and wonders be done by their hands. 

4. Paul asked for prayer from others while in chains that he would continue to speak out boldly for 
the Lord.  Eph 6:20  for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in {proclaiming} it I may speak boldly, 
as I ought to speak.    

Principle:  To be an imitator of Paul and the Thessalonian church one needs the character to do the same. 
5. Speaking out boldly for christ will stimulate the Angelic Conflict about you.  Phil 1:29-30  

(afraid??)  For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer 
for His sake, experiencing the same conflict which you saw in me, and now hear to be in me. 

6. When one struggles on our behalf it should encourage us to unity and love.  Col 2:1-3  For I want 
you to know how great a struggle I have on your behalf, and for those who are at Laodicea, and for all 
those who have not personally seen my face, that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit 
together in love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, 
resulting in a true knowledge of God's mystery, that is, Christ Himself, in whom are hidden all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

7. We are called to enter the arena by faith.  1 Tim 6:12  Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the 
eternal life to which you were called, and you made the good confession in the presence of many 
witnesses. 

8. When we walk by faith we will know we have fought the good fight.  2 Tim 4:7  I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; 

9. For maximum impact in the conflict we need to lay aside our encumbrances and never, never, 
never quit. Heb 12:1  Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also 
lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the 
race that is set before us,   

Principle:  To "walk in a manner worthy of our calling (verse 12)" requires boldness in the face of the 
opposition. 

 
1 Thes 2:3 = Character Trait # 2-Truthful Exhortation 
 
For our exhortation (PARAKL8SIS = calling alongside) does not come from error (PLAN8 = a wandering, 
forsaking of the right path, whether in doctrine or morals) or impurity (AKATHARSIA = uncleanness-moral 
impurity; ritualistic defilement) or by way of deceit (DOLOS = a bait, snare, hence by craft, deceit); 
 
Paul proclaimed the good news with an exhortation to accept it.  (not just take it or leave it) 
Principle:  An evangelist, missionary or pastor is to exhort others truthfully to accept the gospel. 
 
Exhortation: 
1. Jesus Christ Himself is called “The Exhortation."  Luke 2:25  And behold, there was a man in 

Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was righteous and devout, looking for the consolation 
of Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon him.  
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2. The rich without Christ only has comfort in their money.  Luke 6:24  "But woe to you who are rich, for 
you are receiving your comfort in full.   

3. The church that is exhorted by the Holy Spirit will increase.  Acts 9:31  So the church throughout all 
Judea and Galilee and Samaria enjoyed peace, being built up; and, going on in the fear of the Lord and in 
the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it continued to increase.   

4. Even the Jews in the synagogues wanted encouragement.  Acts 13:15  And after the reading of the 
Law and the Prophets the synagogue officials sent to them, saying, "Brethren, if you have any word of 
exhortation for the people, say it."  

5. When groups of people reach agreement on important issues their communication of the content 
should encourage.  Acts 15:31  And when they had read it, they rejoiced because of its 
encouragement.   

6. One who has the gift of exhortation should use it to the fullest.  Rom 12:8  or he who exhorts, in his 
exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with 
cheerfulness.   

7. The Scriptures are designed to encourage us so that we may have hope and therefore accept one 
another.  Rom 15:4-7  For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, that 
through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.  Now may the God 
who gives perseverance and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one another 
according to Christ Jesus;  that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  Wherefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God. 

8. True exhortation calls one alongside God.  2 Cor 1:3-7  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort;  who comforts us in all our affliction so that we 
may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are 
comforted by God.  For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance, so also our comfort is 
abundant through Christ.  But if we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; or if we are 
comforted, it is for your comfort, which is effective in the patient enduring of the same sufferings which we 
also suffer;  and our hope for you is firmly grounded, knowing that as you are sharers of our sufferings, so 
also you are sharers of our comfort.  (God comforts the afflicts and afflicts the comfortable) 

9. Since we have encouragement in Christ, we should become of the same mind with one another.  
Phil 2:1  If therefore there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is 
any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion,   

10. Encouragement is part of the pastor's job.  1 Tim 4:13  Until I come, give attention to the {public} 
reading {of Scripture,} to exhortation and teaching.   

11. Encouragement comes from God's immutability.  Heb 6:17-20  In the same way God, desiring even 
more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath,  
in order that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we may have strong 
encouragement, we who have fled for refuge in laying hold of the hope set before us.  This hope we have 
as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which enters within the veil,  where 
Jesus has entered as a forerunner for us, having become a high priest forever according to the order of 
Melchizedek. 

12. Encouragement can even be seen in divine discipline.  Heb 12:4-6  You have not yet resisted to the 
point of shedding blood in your striving against sin; and you have forgotten the exhortation which is 
addressed to you as sons, "My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor faint when you are 
reproved by Him;  For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, and He scourges every son whom He 
receives." 

 
Error 
1. Specifically in view in this word is doctrinal error, although it is closely tied to moral error. 
2. The unbelieving Jews thought that Jesus' "supposed" resurrection would produce a greater 

"doctrinal error" than what he had already proclaimed, so they wanted the grave guarded.  Matt 
27:64  "Therefore, give orders for the grave to be made secure until the third day, lest the disciples come 
and steal Him away and say to the people, `He has risen from the dead,' and the last deception will be 
worse than the first."   

3. Accepting the practice of homosexuality is a doctrinal error.  Rom 1:26-27  For this reason God 
gave them over to degrading passions; for their women exchanged the natural function for that which is 
unnatural,  and in the same way also the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned 
in their desire toward one another, men with men committing indecent acts and receiving in their own 
persons the due penalty of their error. 
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4. The believer is to grow up so as to not accept doctrinal error.  Eph 4:14  As a result, we are no 
longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves, and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the 
trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;    

5. Straying from the truth is doctrinal error and we should seek to turn those back who have done 
so.  James 5:19-20  My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth, and one turns him back,  let 
him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death, and will cover 
a multitude of sins. 

6. Immorality proclaimed as freedom is doctrinal error.  2 Pet 2:18-19  For speaking out arrogant words 
of vanity they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who live in 
error, promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is 
overcome, by this he is enslaved. 

7. Men who lack character have made a doctrinal error when they lead people astray from the grace 
and knowledge of Jesus Christ.  2 Pet 3:17-18  You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be 
on your guard lest, being carried away by the error of unprincipled men, you fall from your own 
steadfastness, but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the 
glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 

8. One who does not love God and one another has made a doctrinal error.  1 John 4:6-8  We are 
from God; he who knows God listens to us; he who is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know 
the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.  Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and 
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. The one who does not love does not know God, for 
God is love. 

9. Doctrinal error is accomplished when money becomes more important than God.  Jude 1:11 
Woe to them! For they have gone the way of Cain, and for pay they have rushed headlong into the error 
of Balaam, and perished in the rebellion of Korah.  

Principle:  The gospel presentation should be without doctrinal error, namely, salvation is by grace 
through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  (works omitted, death, burial and resurrection) 

 
Uncleanness 
1. Uncleanness refers primarily to ritualistic defilement of the soul and includes immorality. 
2. This was a well-known concept under the Mosaic Law where physical uncleanness was used to 

portray spiritual problems. 
3. It pictured that which was a normal result of sin and the sin nature.  (idolatry is part of that) 
4. This word includes much more than illegitimate sex. 
5. Even pious looking Christians can be unclean.  Matt 23:27-28  "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 

hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which on the outside appear beautiful, but inside they are 
full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness. "Even so you too outwardly appear righteous to men, but 
inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. 

6. Uncleanness is the result of exchanging the truth of God for a lie.  Rom 1:24-25  Therefore God 
gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, that their bodies might be dishonored among 
them. For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than 
the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 

7. As unbelievers we presented ourselves as slaves to uncleanness, but we are to be changed.   
Rom 6:19  I am speaking in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you 
presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness, resulting in further lawlessness, so 
now present your members as slaves to righteousness, resulting in sanctification. 

8. If one does not repent of uncleanness it brings grief to those who love them.  2 Cor 12:21  I am 
afraid that when I come again my God may humiliate me before you, and I may mourn over many of 
those who have sinned in the past and not repented of the impurity, immorality and sensuality which they 
have practiced.   

9. It is an obvious work of the flesh.  Gal 5:19  Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: 
immorality, impurity, sensuality,   

10. Uncleanness is not a part of the Christian walk.  Eph 4:17-20  This I say therefore, and affirm together 
with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, being 
darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, 
because of the hardness of their heart; and they, having become callous, have given themselves over to 
sensuality, for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness.  But you did not learn Christ in this 
way, 

11. Removal of uncleanness is part of imitating God.  Eph 5:1-4  Therefore be imitators of God, as 
beloved children; and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you, and gave Himself up for us, an offering 
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and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.  But do not let immorality or any impurity or greed even be 
named among you, as is proper among saints;  and there must be no filthiness and silly talk, or coarse 
jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks. 

12. We are to consider ourselves dead to impure acts.  Col 3:5-7  Therefore consider the members of 
your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to 
idolatry.  For it is on account of these things that the wrath of God will come, and in them you also once 
walked, when you were living in them. 

13. We were not called to be unclean.  1 Thes 4:7  For God has not called us for the purpose of impurity, 
but in sanctification.    

Principle:  The evangelist, missionary or pastor is not to have moral questions about his life as this raises 
issues other than the good news. 

 
Deceit 
1. The word DOLOS means to "use bait" so it is looking at deceit and manipulation. 
2. The Jews who wanted to seize Jesus planned to do so in just that way.  Matt 26:3-4  Then the chief 

priests and the elders of the people were gathered together in the court of the high priest, named 
Caiaphas;  and they plotted together to seize Jesus by stealth, and kill Him. 

3. This manipulation comes from inside people where evil lurks.  Mark 7:21-23  "For from within, out of 
the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, deeds of coveting 
and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness.  "All these evil things 
proceed from within and defile the man." 

4. This character trait is one that Nathanael possessed and was immediately recognized by the Lord.  
John 1:47  Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and said of him, "Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is 
no guile!"   

5. Deceit is from the devil.  Acts 13:8-10  But Elymas the magician (for thus his name is translated) was 
opposing them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from the faith. But Saul, who was also known as Paul, 
filled with the Holy Spirit, fixed his gaze upon him, and said, "You who are full of all deceit and fraud, you 
son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease to make crooked the straight ways of 
the Lord? 

6. Deceit is a characteristic of a depraved mind.  Rom 1:28-32  And just as they did not see fit to 
acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not 
proper,  being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, 
malice; they are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, 
disobedient to parents, without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful; and, although they 
know the ordinance of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the 
same, but also give hearty approval to those who practice them. 

7. We are to seek to put all deceit away.  1 Pet 2:1-3  Therefore, putting aside all malice and all guile and 
hypocrisy and envy and all slander, like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you 
may grow in respect to salvation, if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord. 

8. Jesus Christ is our example.  1 Pet 2:22  who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His 
mouth;    

9. This will let us live life to the fullest.  1 Pet 3:10-11  For, "Let him who means to love life and see good 
days Refrain his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking guile. "And let him turn away from evil and 
do good; let him seek peace and pursue it. 

Principle:  Evangelists, missionaries and pastors should not manufacture or embellish the facts of the 
gospel.  (what the liberals have accused Christians of doing) 

Principle:  Nor should they hold themselves up to be something they are not. 
Principle:  The gospel is the power of God for salvation, not the credentials of the messenger.  (John 1:23 

a voice...) 
 
1 Thes 2:4 = Character Trait # 3-Naked before God 
 
but just as (KATHWS) we have been approved (PF PS IND DOKIMADZW = to prove with a view to approval;  
used of metals to determine purity; determine if metal is real) by God to be entrusted (APINF PISTEUW = to be 
believed, entrusted) with the gospel, so we speak, not (OUK) as pleasing (PAPTC ARESKW = pleasing in the 
sense of useful) men (ANTHRWPOS) but God, who examines (PAPTC DOKIMADZW = tests the purity; keeps 
on approving) our hearts (KARDIA = center of activity; man's entire mental and moral activity including both the 
rational and emotional elements). 
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Major Point:  Paul says that he and his companions have been tested for purity and approved by God, but 
that the testing is still going on.  (perf vs pres ptc) 

Principle:  Communicators face the test of God's approval day by day. 
 
Summary: 
1. The communicator must meet the test of purity of motives before the Lord to validly begin 

ministry. 
2. The reason is that communication of His word as an agent/ambassador for Him is a position of 

trust that requires believability. 
3. The communicator stands accountable to God. 
4. The communicator should not try and impress men but communicate God's word to them.  (out of 

love for them and not for self; love not significance) 
Principle:  The communicator of God's word must be willing to stand naked before God for consistent 

evaluation. 
Principle:  God is the one who gives ministries and takes them away.  1 Cor 12:4-6 
 
Testing the Validity 
1. We are told to determine the reality of the time that we live in.  Luke 12:56  "You hypocrites! You 

know how to analyze the appearance of the earth and the sky, but why do you not analyze this present 
time?   

2. When one does not determine the reality of God, He will give them over to the depravity of their 
mind.  Rom 1:28  And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to 
a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper,  

3. When one determines the things that are essential and does not do them, they have dishonored 
God.  Rom 2:17-23  But if you bear the name "Jew," and rely upon the Law, and boast in God, and know 
His will, and approve the things that are essential, being instructed out of the Law, and are confident that 
you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, a corrector of the foolish, a 
teacher of the immature, having in the Law the embodiment of knowledge and of the truth, you, therefore, 
who teach another, do you not teach yourself? You who preach that one should not steal, do you steal? 
You who say that one should not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you 
rob temples? You who boast in the Law, through your breaking the Law, do you dishonor God? 

4. Giving your body to God as a living and holy sacrifice is essential to determining the will of God.  
Rom 12:1-3  (the real will of God)  I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. And do not 
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what 
the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. For through the grace given to me I say 
to every man among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to 
have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith. 

5. We must be careful that we do not accept as our own reality a flaunting of our liberty that causes a 
brother to stumble.  Rom 14:21-23  It is good not to eat meat or to drink wine, or to do anything by 
which your brother stumbles. The faith which you have, have as your own conviction before God. Happy 
is he who does not condemn himself in what he approves. But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, 
because his eating is not from faith; and whatever is not from faith is sin. 

6. The reality and thus quality of our work will be tested when we stand in front of the Lord.  1 Cor 
3:13  each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it, because it is {to be} revealed with fire; 
and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work.    

7. Thus we are to consistently examine ourselves.  1 Cor 11:28   But let a man examine himself, and so 
let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 2 Cor 13:5 Test yourselves {to see} if you are in the faith; 
examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you-- unless 
indeed you fail the test?  Gal 6:4  But let each one examine his own work, and then he will have {reason 
for} boasting in regard to himself alone, and not in regard to another.  

8. Our actions toward others prove the reality of our love for them.  2 Cor 8:8-9  I am not speaking this 
as a command, but as proving through the earnestness of others the sincerity of your love also. For you 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, that 
you through His poverty might become rich. 

9. We are to determine the reality of what is pleasing to the Lord.  Eph 5:8-11  for you were formerly 
darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all 
goodness and righteousness and truth), trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. And do not 
participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose them; 
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10. We must seek to determine the things that are excellent to be sincere and blameless before the 
Lord.  Phil 1:9-11  And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and 
all discernment, so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and 
blameless until the day of Christ; having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through 
Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 

11. To do this we must examine everything carefully.  1 Thes 5:21  But examine everything {carefully}; 
hold fast to that which is good;   

12. Deacons are to be tested to determine the reality in their souls.  1 Tim 3:10  And let these also first 
be tested; then let them serve as deacons if they are beyond reproach.  

13. The reality of your faith is tested by fire.  1 Pet 1:7-9  that the proof of your faith, being more precious 
than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and 
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you 
do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 
obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls. 

14. This determination of reality is especially important as it relates to the Angelic Conflict. 1 John 4:1  
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God; because many 
false prophets have gone out into the world.    

 
What Is Pleasing 
1. This word translated "pleasing" looks at that which is pleasing because it is useful.   
2. Deacons should be useful.  Acts 6:5  And the statement found approval with the whole congregation; 

and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, 
Parmenas and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch.    

3. Those who are controlled by the flesh cannot please God.  Rom 8:6-8  For the mind set on the flesh 
is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, because the mind set on the flesh is hostile 
toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so; and those who 
are in the flesh cannot please God. 

4. To please God we must not seek to please ourselves.  Rom 15:1-3  Now we who are strong ought to 
bear the weaknesses of those without strength and not just please ourselves. Let each of us please his 
neighbor for his good, to his edification. For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is written, "The 
reproaches of those who reproached Thee fell upon Me." 

5. Let us consider that pleasing God involves pleasing men so as to win them to Christ and not for 
personal profit.  1 Cor 10:32-33  (cf with our verse)  Give no offense either to Jews or to Greeks or to 
the church of God; just as I also please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of 
the many, that they may be saved. 

6. But pleasing God must come before pleasing men.  Gal 1:8-10  (greatest commandments)  But 
even though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we have 
preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is 
preaching to you a gospel contrary to that which you received, let him be accursed. For am I now seeking 
the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would 
not be a bond-servant of Christ. 

7. Those who attack God's messengers are not pleasing to God.  1 Thes 2:14-16  For you, brethren, 
became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, for you also endured the same 
sufferings at the hands of your own countrymen, even as they did from the Jews, who both killed the Lord 
Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out. They are not pleasing to God, but hostile to all men, 
hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles that they might be saved; with the result that they always fill up 
the measure of their sins. But wrath has come upon them to the utmost. 

8. Our Christian walk is the indicator of whether or not we are pleasing God.  1 Thes 4:1  Finally then, 
brethren, we request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that, as you received from us {instruction} as to 
how you ought to walk and (EVEN) please God (just as you actually do walk), that you may excel still 
more.   

9. We are to please the one that made us soldiers.  2 Tim 2:4  No soldier in active service entangles 
himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier.   

 
What The Lord Tests For Purity 
1. The Lord tests the heart of man for purity.  Matt 5:8  "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 

God.    
2. The "heart" looks at man's entire moral and mental capacity including the rational and emotional. 
3. It includes all the areas of the brain and soul. 
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4. Overt sins begin in the heart (moral base) of man.  Matt 5:27-28  "You have heard that it was said, 
'You shall not commit adultery';  but I say to you, that everyone who looks on a woman to lust for her has 
committed adultery with her already in his heart. 

5. Values and priorities are determined in the heart of man.  Matt 6:20-21  "But lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal;  for 
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

6. Evil is considered in the heart of man.  Matt 9:4  And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, "Why are you 
thinking evil in your hearts?  

7. The Lord's "heart" was gentle and humble.  Matt 11:29-30  "Take My yoke upon you, and learn from 
Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your souls.  "For My yoke is easy, and 
My load is light." 

8. Sins of the tongue come from the heart. Matt 12:34-36  "You brood of vipers, how can you, being evil, 
speak what is good? For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart.  "The good man out of his 
good treasure brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of his evil treasure brings forth what is evil. 
"And I say to you, that every careless word that men shall speak, they shall render account for it in the 
day of judgment.  Matt 15:18-20  "But the things that proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and 
those defile the man. "For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, 
false witness, slanders. "These are the things which defile the man; but to eat with unwashed hands does 
not defile the man." 

9. Hypocrisy is determined by the condition of the heart.  Matt 15:8-9  'This people honors Me with their 
lips, but their heart is far away from me. 'But in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the 
precepts of men.'" 

10. Forgiveness of our brothers must come from the heart.   Matt 18:35  "So shall My heavenly Father 
also do to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart."   

11. God wants us to love him with every part of our being. Matt 22:37-40  And He said to him,"' You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.' "This is the great 
and foremost commandment. "The second is like it, 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' "On these 
two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets." 

 
1 Thes 2:5 = Character Trait # 4-No Hidden Agendas 
 
For we never came (API GINOMAI = not an emphasis on their arrival but their stay; they did not become this 
way) with flattering (KOLAKEIA = 1X; flattery; wanton self-interest is motive) speech, as you know (OIDA), nor 
with a pretext (PROPHASIS = to appear before; a cloke, pretense:  assuming of a facade to disguise one's real 
motives) for greed (PLEONEXIA = lit: a desire to have more; pleon + echo; always used in a bad sense)-- God is 
witness-- 
 
Principle:  Representatives of God should have no hidden agendas of selfishness. 
Principle:  Representatives of God must not be self-centered. 
 
Summary: 
1. Flattery seeks personal recognition and says "like me" which indicates a desire for fame. 
2. Greed says "give to me" which indicates a desire for fortune. 
3. Paul says that God witnessed their motives along with the Thessalonians. 
 
Pretenders: 
1. The Lord Himself told us to beware of people who want "religious" respect and simply us it to 

hide sinful motives.  Mark 12:38-40    "Beware of the scribes who like to walk around in long robes, and 
like respectful greetings in the market places, and chief seats in the synagogues, and places of honor at 
banquets.  They are the ones who devour widows' houses, and for appearance's sake offer long prayers; 
these will receive greater condemnation."   

2. Jesus' arrival proclaimed loudly that sin cannot be hidden.  John 15:22  "If I had not come and 
spoken to them, they would not have sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin.    

3. Paul is wise enough to realize that even those who proclaim Christ with false motives can be used 
by God to touch people's lives for the Lord.  Phil 1:15-18  Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ 
even from envy and strife, but some also from good will;  the latter do it out of love, knowing that I am 
appointed for the defense of the gospel; the former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, rather than 
from pure motives, thinking to cause me distress in my imprisonment.  What then? Only that in every way, 
whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and in this I rejoice, yes, and I will rejoice. 
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Greed: 
1. Some who present themselves as representatives of God are using that as a covering for their 

greed. 
2. Greed comes from the heart of man.  Mark 7:22  deeds of coveting {and} wickedness, {as well as} 

deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride {and} foolishness.  
3. The Lord Himself warned us to be on guard against every form of greed.  Luke 12:13-21 
4. Greed is a characteristic of a depraved mind.  Rom 1:29  Being filled with all unrighteousness, 

wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; {they are} gossips,  
5. Our "cheerful giving" is not to be affected by greed.  2 Cor 9:5  So I thought it necessary to urge the 

brethren that they would go on ahead to you and arrange beforehand your previously promised bountiful 
gift, that the same might be ready as a bountiful gift, and not affected by covetousness.    

6. The flagrant pursuit of sin is a characteristic of unbelievers.  Eph 4:19  and they, having become 
callous, have given themselves over to sensuality, for the practice of every kind of impurity with 
greediness.    

7. Greed is not appropriate for saints who seek to imitate God.  Eph 5:3  But do not let immorality or 
any impurity or greed even be named among you, as is proper among saints;   

8. We must consider ourselves dead to greed.  Col 3:5  Therefore consider the members of your earthly 
body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry.  

9. Greed is a characteristic of false teachers of all time frames including the last days.  2 Pet 2:1-3  
But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who 
will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the master who bought them, bringing swift 
destruction upon themselves.  And many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the 
truth will be maligned; and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long 
ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep. 

10. False teachers of the last days actually have a heart trained in greed.  2 Pet 2:12-22 
Principle:  Representatives of our Lord must not have any hidden agendas of fame or fortune. 
 
1 Thes 2:6 = Character Trait # 4-Continued 
 
nor did we seek (PAPTC Z8TEW = to pursue, seek) glory (DOXA = the honor resulting from a good opinion) 
from men, either from you or from others, even though as apostles of Christ we might have asserted our 
authority.  (Lit: being empowered to be with a burden as apostles of Christ-I.e. we could have "laid it on you") 
 
Summary: 
1. Paul's group did not come to them seeking fame or fortune. 
2. Nor did they seek power with an attitude of "submit to me." 
Principle:  an extremely important principle is that representatives of God must not be on power trips. 
 
Things That God Seeks: 
1. God seeks those who will worship Him in Spirit and truth.  John 4:23-24  "but an hour is coming, and 

now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the father in spirit and truth; for such people the father 
seeks to be his worshipers. "God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth." 

2. God seeks to save that which is lost.  Luke 19:9-10  And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has 
come to this house, because he, too, is a son of Abraham. "For the Son of Man has come to seek and to 
save that which was lost." 

 
Things We Should Seek: 
1. The first thing we are to seek is God's kingdom and His righteousness.  Matt 6:33  "but seek first his 

kingdom and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you.   
2. We are promised that if we seek good we will find it.  Matt 7:7-12  "Ask, and it shall be given to you; 

seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened to you. "For everyone who asks receives, and he 
who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it shall be opened. "or what man is there among you, when his 
son shall ask him for a loaf, will give him a stone? "or if he shall ask for a fish, he will not give him a 
snake, will he? "if you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more shall 
your father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask him! "therefore, however you want 
people to treat you, so treat them, for this is the law and the prophets. 
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3. God's kingdom is so great that it is worth giving up anything else you may seek.  Matt 13:45-46  
"again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls, and upon finding one pearl of great 
value, he went and sold all that he had, and bought it. 

4. We should seek the good of our neighbor before we seek the good for ourselves.  1 Cor 10:24 
Let no one seek his own {good,} but that of his neighbor.  

5. We must seek good for our neighbor and not their goods.  2 Cor 12:12-15  The signs of a true 
apostle were performed among you with all perseverance, by signs and wonders and miracles. For in 
what respect were you treated as inferior to the rest of the churches, except that I myself did not become 
a burden to you? Forgive me this wrong! Here for this third time I am ready to come to you, and I will not 
be a burden to you; for I do not seek what is yours, but you; for children are not responsible to save up for 
their parents, but parents for their children. And I will most gladly spend and be expended for your souls. 
If I love you the more, am I to be loved the less? 

6. If we want to love life and see good days, one of the things we need to seek is peace.  1 Pet 3:10-
13  For, "let him who means to love life and see good days refrain his tongue from evil and his lips from 
speaking guile. "and let him turn away from evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it. "for the 
eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears attend to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is 
against those who do evil." and who is there to harm you if you prove zealous for what is good? 

7. We should seek the things above.  Col 3:1-4  If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking 
the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on the things above, not 
on the things that are on earth. For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  When Christ, 
who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 

8. We should seek to build up the church.  1 Cor 14:12  So also you, since you are zealous of spiritual 
{gifts,} seek to abound for the edification of the church.    

9. We should seek the profit of the many.  1 Cor 10:32-33  Give no offense either to Jews or to Greeks or 
to the church of God; just as I also please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of 
the many, that they may be saved. 

 
Things We Should Not Seek: 
1. We should not constantly seek for a "sign" from God.  Mark 8:12  And sighing deeply in His spirit, He 

said, "Why does this generation seek for a sign? Truly I say to you, no sign shall be given to this 
generation."    

2. As per Jesus' example, we should not seek our own will but the will of our heavenly father. John 
5:30  "I can do nothing on My own initiative. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is just, because I do not 
seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.   

3. We should not seek Jesus for the wrong reasons.  John 6:26  Jesus answered them and said, "Truly, 
truly, I say to you, you seek Me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate of the loaves, and were 
filled.  

4. As per Jesus' example, we must not seek our own glory.  John 8:50  "But I do not seek My glory; 
there is One who seeks and judges.  

5. Neither are we to seek exclusively our own interests.  1 Cor 13:5  does not act unbecomingly; it does 
not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong {suffered,}   Phil 2:21  For they all 
seek after their own interests, not those of Christ Jesus.   

6. We should not seek a wisdom that excludes Christ.  1 Cor 1:21-25  For since in the wisdom of God 
the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of 
the message preached to save those who believe. For indeed Jews ask for signs, and Greeks search for 
wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block, and to Gentiles foolishness, but to 
those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 

7. We should not seek false witnesses.  Matt 26:59  Now the chief priests and the whole Council kept 
trying to obtain false testimony against Jesus, in order that they might put Him to death;    

8. We should not seek to hang on to a worldly lifestyle.  Luke 17:32-33  "Remember Lot's wife.  
"Whoever seeks to keep his life shall lose it, and whoever loses his life shall preserve it. 

9. We should not seek a righteousness based on our own standards and not God's.  Rom 10:1-4  
Brethren, my heart's desire and my prayer to God for them is for their salvation. For I bear them witness 
that they have a zeal for God, but not in accordance with knowledge. For not knowing about God's 
righteousness, and seeking to establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness 
of God. For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. 
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Things That Seek You: 
1. Know for certain that the enemy seeks to devour you.  1 Pet 5:8  Be of sober {spirit,} be on the alert. 

Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  
Major Point:  What we seek in this life is of extreme importance. 
Major Point: Seeking a high opinion from man is not a virtue of a Godly representative of our Lord. 
 
Glory 
1. Glory refers to magnificence, excellence and majesty based on one's view of the manifestation of 

a particular trait.  It refers to having a high opinion of something or that something is more 
spectacular in a way than a similar item.  

2. There are different kinds of glory.  1 Cor 15:40-43  There are also heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, 
but the glory of the heavenly is one, and the glory of the earthly is another. There is one glory of the sun, 
and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory. So also is 
the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a perishable body, it is raised an imperishable body; it is sown in 
dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 

3. Satan offers a worldly glory.  Matt 4:8-10  Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain, and 
showed Him all the kingdoms of the world, and their glory; and he said to Him, "All these things will I give 
You, if You fall down and worship me. "Then Jesus said to him, "Begone, Satan! For it is written, 'You 
shall worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.'" 

4. The glory of the designs of men will never equal the glory of the designs of God.  Matt 6:28-30  
"And why are you anxious about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do 
they spin, yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory did not clothe himself like one of these. "But 
if God so arrays the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will 
He not much more do so for you, O men of little faith? 

5. At the Second Advent, the Lord will return with a glory that will remove all the darkness.  Matt 
24:29-30  "But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will 
not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken, and 
then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and 
they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory. 

6. Jesus Christ is the glory of God.  John 1:14  And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we 
beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.  

7. Jesus did not come to receive glory from men.  John 5:41-44  "I do not receive glory from men;  but I 
know you, that you do not have the love of God in yourselves. "I have come in My Father's name, and you 
do not receive Me; if another shall come in his own name, you will receive him.  "How can you believe, 
when you receive glory from one another, and you do not seek the glory that is from the one and only 
God? 

8. Jesus came to direct all glory to the Father.  John 7:17-18  "If any man is willing to do His will, he shall 
know of the teaching, whether it is of God, or whether I speak from Myself. "He who speaks from himself 
seeks his own glory; but He who is seeking the glory of the One who sent Him, He is true, and there is no 
unrighteousness in Him. 

9. One of Jesus' greatest tests was concerning self-glory.  John 8:54-59  (which is a wrong/improper 
attitude about oneself)  Jesus answered, "If I glorify Myself, My glory is nothing; it is My Father who 
glorifies Me, of whom you say, 'He is our God'; and you have not come to know Him, but I know Him; and 
if I say that I do not know Him, I shall be a liar like you, but I do know Him, and keep His word. "Your 
father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad."  The Jews therefore said to Him, 
"You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?" Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to 
you, before Abraham was born, I am." Therefore they picked up stones to throw at Him; but Jesus hid 
Himself, and went out of the temple. 

10. Jesus passed the test of glorifying the Father.  John 17:4-6  "I glorified Thee on the earth, having 
accomplished the work which Thou hast given Me to do. "And now, glorify Thou Me together with Thyself, 
Father, with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was. "I manifested Thy name to the men 
whom Thou gavest Me out of the world; Thine they were, and Thou gavest them to Me, and they have 
kept Thy word. 

11. Seeking glory from men is a powerfully driving force.  John 12:41-43  These things Isaiah said, 
because he saw His glory, and he spoke of Him.  Nevertheless many even of the rulers believed in Him, 
but because of the Pharisees they were not confessing Him, lest they should be put out of the 
synagogue; for they loved the approval of men rather than the approval of God. 

12. Trading the glory of God for anything less is a characteristic of a fool who thinks himself wise.  
Rom 1:22-23  Professing to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible 
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God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling 
creatures. 

13. We have all fallen short of having a high enough opinion of God.  Rom 3:21-25  But now apart from 
the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 
even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no 
distinction; for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified as a gift by His grace 
through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His 
blood through faith. 

14. Having the proper opinion of God builds our hope.  Rom 5:1-2  Therefore having been justified by 
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have obtained our 
introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God. 

15. The fact that Christ accepted us should build our opinion of God and thus lead us to imitate him.  
Rom 15:7  Wherefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God.   

16. Every aspect of our attitudes or actions should reflect a high opinion of God.  1 Cor 10:31  
Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.   

17. Jesus Christ has moved us from one glory to another.  2 Cor 3:7-18  7 But if the ministry of death, in 
letters engraved on stones, came with glory, so that the sons of Israel could not look intently at the face 
of Moses because of the glory of his face, fading as it was,  8 how shall the ministry of the Spirit fail to be 
even more with glory?  9 For if the ministry of condemnation has glory, much more does the ministry of 
righteousness abound in glory.  10 For indeed what had glory, in this case has no glory on account of 
the glory that surpasses it.  11 For if that which fades away was with glory, much more that which 
remains is in glory. 12 Having therefore such a hope, we use great boldness in our speech, 13 and are 
not as Moses, who used to put a veil over his face that the sons of Israel might not look intently at the end 
of what was fading away. 14 But their minds were hardened; for until this very day at the reading of the 
old covenant the same veil remains unlifted, because it is removed in Christ. 15 But to this day whenever 
Moses is read, a veil lies over their heart; 16 but whenever a man turns to the Lord, the veil is taken 
away. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.  
18 But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into 
the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit. 

18. Representatives of our Lord are to proclaim His glory and not their own.  2 Cor 4:1-6  1 Therefore, 
since we have this ministry, as we received mercy, we do not lose heart, 2 but we have renounced the 
things hidden because of shame, not walking in craftiness or adulterating the word of God, but by the 
manifestation of truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. 3 And even if 
our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 4 in whose case the God of this world has 
blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, 
who is the image of God. 5 For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as 
your bond-servants for Jesus' sake. 6 For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One 
who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 

19. Our "momentary light affliction" when endured to the glory of God produces for us an eternal 
glory.  2 Cor 4:15-18  15 For all things are for your sakes, that the grace which is spreading to more and 
more people may cause the giving of thanks to abound to the glory of God. 16 Therefore we do not 
lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day. 17 For 
momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, 18 
while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which 
are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal. 

20. Representatives of Christ who shepherd as examples of Christ will receive a crown of glory.  1 Pet 
5:1-4  1 Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of 
Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, 2 shepherd the flock of God among you, 
exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid 
gain, but with eagerness; 3 nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be 
examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of 
glory. 

21. The glory of the Lord will light eternity.  Rev 21:23-26  23 And the city has no need of the sun or of the 
moon to shine upon it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 And the nations 
shall walk by its light, and the kings of the earth shall bring their glory into it. 25 And in the daytime (for 
there shall be no night there) its gates shall never be closed; 26 and they shall bring the glory and the 
honor of the nations into it; 

Principle:  The representative of Christ must not seek a higher opinion of them than of God. 
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Burden 
1. The last phrase of our verse, "even though as apostles of Christ we might have asserted our 

authority," refers to not using one's position as a means of burdening people for personal gain.  
Matt 20:12 

2. The word translated "authority" in this verse looks at undue pressure put on others and thus a 
burden. 

3. A "burden" looks at heavy labor.  Matt 20:12  Saying, `these last men have worked {only} one hour, 
and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden and the scorching heat of the day.'   

4. Some "burden's" are essential.  Acts 15:28  "for it seemed good to the holy spirit and to us to lay upon 
you no greater burden than these essentials:  

5. Our "burden's" carried for the Lord will be more amply repaid for eternity.  2 Cor 4:17  For 
momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison,  

6. And thus will be the "burdens" we carry for one another.  Gal 6:2  Bear one another's burdens, and 
thus fulfill the law of Christ. 

7. We must be careful not to place to many "burdens" on others.  Rev 2:24  `but I say to you, the rest who are in 
Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who have not known the deep things of Satan, as they call them-- I place no 
other burden on you.    

Principle:  Representatives of our Lord must beware of even validly "throwing their weight around." 
 
1 Thes 2:7 = Character Trait # 5-They Cared 
 
But we proved (API GINOMAI = became; they adapted to the audience) to be gentle ('8PIOS = 2x; 2Tim 2:24 
gentle; used frequently by Greek writers to characterize a nurse with trying children or a teacher with unruly 
students) among you, as a nursing mother (TROPHOS = 1X; nurse) tenderly cares (PAS THALPW = to heat, 
soften by heat; to keep warm as of birds covering their young Dt 22:6 LXX; 2x Eph 5:29) for her own children 
(TEKNON = focuses on the reality of relationship while HUIOS focuses on the dignity of relationship). 
 
Principle:  A representative of God must become others' centered. 
Principle:  A representative of God will change to meet others where they are. 
Principle:  The analogy is to a nursing mother which is a picture of one of the closest bonds on earth. 
Principle:  The nursing mother is devoted to the needs of her child-even when the child tests her. 
Principle:  The warmth of instruction is what builds this new relationship. 
 
Summary: 
1. Paul gives us a picture of treating others as we would treat ourselves.  Eph 5:29  for no one ever 

hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also {does} the church, 
2. The Holy Spirit in us proves the reality of our relationship with God.  Rom 8:16-21  The Spirit 

Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,  and if children, heirs also, heirs of 
God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with 
Him. For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory 
that is to be revealed to us.  For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the 
sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but because of Him who 
subjected it, in hope that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the 
freedom of the glory of the children of God. 

3. We are children of God based on His promise not upon genetics.  Rom 9:6-8  But it is not as though 
the word of God has failed. For they are not all Israel who are descended from Israel; neither are they all 
children because they are Abraham's descendants, but: "through Isaac your descendants will be 
named."  That is, it is not the children of the flesh who are children of God, but the children of the 
promise are regarded as descendants. 

4. Children need admonition.  1 Cor 4:14-17  I do not write these things to shame you, but to admonish 
you as my beloved children.  For if you were to have countless tutors in Christ, yet you would not have 
many fathers; for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. I exhort you therefore, be 
imitators of me. For this reason I have sent to you Timothy, who is my beloved and faithful child in the 
Lord, and he will remind you of my ways which are in Christ, just as I teach everywhere in every church. 

5. As children of God, we must grow up by having Christ formed in us.  Gal 4:19  My children, with 
whom I am again in labor until Christ is formed in you--   

6. As children of God, we must learn to imitate our heavenly father.  Eph 5:1-2  Therefore be imitators 
of God, as beloved children; and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you, and gave Himself up for us, 
an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma. 
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7. As His children we must seek to walk in light by seeking what pleases Him.  Eph 5:7-10  Therefore 
do not be partakers with them; for you were formerly darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as 
children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth), trying to 
learn what is pleasing to the Lord. 

8. Both children and fathers receive important instructions from our Lord.  Eph 6:1-4  Children, obey 
your parents in the Lord, for this is right. Honor your father and mother (which is the first commandment 
with a promise), that it may be well with you, and that you may live long on the earth.  And, fathers, do not 
provoke your children to anger; but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. 

9. As God's children we have not yet seen what we shall one day be.  1 John 3:1-3  See how great a 
love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of God; and such we are. For 
this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.  Beloved, now we are children of 
God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like 
Him, because we shall see Him just as He is. And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies 
himself, just as He is pure. 

10. Brotherly love is what is to distinguish the children of God and the children of the devil.  1 John 
3:10-11  By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not 
practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother. For this is the message 
which you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another; 

11. The reality of being His child is realized in our obedience to Him.  1 John 5:1-5  Whoever believes 
that Jesus is the Christ is born of God; and whoever loves the Father loves the child born of Him. By this 
we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and observe His commandments.  For this 
is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome. For 
whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world-- our 
faith.  And who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

Principle:  A representative of God must care about God's children more than himself. 
 
1 Thes 2:8 = Character Trait # 6-They Shared 
 
Having thus a fond affection (PMPTC HOMEIROMAI = 1X; a strong affection for, yearning after; root of 
remembrance) for you, we were well-pleased (IPF AI EUDOKEW = to think well of) to impart (AAINF 
METADIDOMI = to give with, impart; share) to you not only the gospel of God but also our own lives 
(PSUCH8), because you had become very dear (AGAP8TOS) to us. 
 
Principle:  The representative of God must not only care but share his life. 
Principle:  It is valid for this sharing to be driven by strong emotion. 
 
What Is Well-Pleasing To God: 
1. His Son was well-pleasing to Him.  Matt 3:17  and behold, a voice out of the heavens, saying, "This is 

My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased."   Matt 17:1-6  And six days later Jesus took with Him Peter 
and James and John his brother, and brought them up to a high mountain by themselves. And He was 
transfigured before them; and His face shone like the sun, and His garments became as white as light. 
And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him. And Peter answered and said to 
Jesus, "Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, I will make three tabernacles here, one for You, and 
one for Moses, and one for Elijah."  While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed 
them; and behold, a voice out of the cloud, saying, "This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-
pleased; listen to Him!" And when the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were much afraid. 

2. Jesus' ministry was well-pleasing to Him.  Matt 12:15-21  But Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from 
there. And many followed Him, and He healed them all, and warned them not to make Him known,  in 
order that what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet, might be fulfilled, saying, "Behold, My Servant 
whom I have chosen; My Beloved in whom My soul is well-pleased; I will put My Spirit upon Him, and He 
shall proclaim justice to the Gentiles. "He will not quarrel, nor cry out; nor will anyone hear His voice in the 
streets. "A battered reed He will not break off, and a smoldering wick He will not put out, until He leads 
justice to victory. "And in His name the Gentiles will hope." 

3. The Father is well-pleased to give us the kingdom.  Luke 12:30-35  "For all these things the nations of 
the world eagerly seek; but your Father knows that you need these things. "But seek for His kingdom, and 
these things shall be added to you. "Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has chosen gladly to 
give you the kingdom. "Sell your possessions and give to charity; make yourselves purses which do not 
wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near, nor moth destroys. "For where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also. "Be dressed in readiness, and keep your lamps alight. 
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4. It is well-pleasing to God to save those who simply believe.  1 Cor 1:21  For since in the wisdom of 
God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the 
foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. 

5. God is well-pleased to reveal His son through His servants.  Gal 1:15-17  But when He who had set 
me apart, even from my mother's womb, and called me through His grace, was pleased to reveal His Son 
in me, that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood, nor 
did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went away to Arabia, and returned 
once more to Damascus. 

6. The father was well-pleased to let all His fullness dwell in His son.  Col 1:19-20  For it was the 
Father's good pleasure for all the fulness to dwell in Him,  and through Him to reconcile all things to 
Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth 
or things in heaven. 

7. God is well-pleased when we remember what is well-pleasing to Him.  2 Pet 1:17-18  For when He 
received honor and glory from God the Father, such an utterance as this was made to Him by the 
Majestic Glory, "This is My beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased"--and we ourselves heard this 
utterance made from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain. 

 
Things that are not Well-Pleasing to God 
1. God is not well-pleased with idolatry. 1 Cor 10:5-6  Nevertheless, with most of them God was not well-

pleased; for they were laid low in the wilderness.   Now these things happened as examples for us, that 
we should not crave evil things, as they also craved. 

2. God is not well-pleased in ritual without reality.  Heb 10:5-6  Therefore, when He comes into the 
world, He says, "Sacrifice and offering Thou hast not desired, but a body Thou hast prepared for me; In 
whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin Thou hast taken no pleasure. 

3. God is not well-pleased with those whose faith shrinks.  Heb 10:38-39  But My righteous one shall 
live by faith; and if he shrinks back, My soul has no pleasure in him. But we are not of those who shrink 
back to destruction, but of those who have faith to the preserving of the soul. 

 
Things That Should Please Us: 
1. Giving to help others should be well-pleasing to us.  Rom 15:26-27  (Godly behavior)  For Macedonia 

and Achaia have been pleased to make a contribution for the poor among the saints in Jerusalem. Yes, 
they were pleased to do so, and they are indebted to them. For if the Gentiles have shared in their 
spiritual things, they are indebted to minister to them also in material things. 

2. We should be well-pleased with a desire to be well-pleasing to the Lord.  2 Cor 5:8-10  we are of 
good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord. 
Therefore also we have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.  For we must 
all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the 
body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 

3. We should be well-pleased with Christ’s strength.   2 Cor 12:10  Therefore I am well content with 
weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I 
am weak, then I am strong.  

4. We should not be well-pleased with wickedness.  2 Thes 2:11-12  And for this reason God will send 
upon them a deluding influence so that they might believe what is false, in order that they all may be 
judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness. 

 
Sharing 
1. Where the word KOINONIA (fellowship) looks at having things in common, this word looks at 

willing giving from your resources. 
2. One of the clearest references denotes sharing one's clothing with one who has need.  Luke 3:11  

And he would answer and say to them, "Let the man who has two tunics share with him who has none; 
and let him who has food do likewise."   

3. We should also want to share by means of our spiritual gifts.  Rom 1:11  For I long to see you in 
order that I may impart some spiritual gift to you, that you may be established;   

4. This sharing is to be characterized by generosity.  Rom 12:8  or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; 
he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.   

5. We are in fact to work so that we will have something to share with others.  Eph 4:28  Let him who 
steals steal no longer; but rather let him labor, performing with his own hands what is good, in order that 
he may have {something} to share with him who has need.    
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Principle:  For a representative of God to function correctly, people must become very dear to them. 
Principle:  The representative of God must become willing to share not only his goods but himself.  

(family et al) 
Principle:  The gift of the good news of God is to be wrapped in a caring, sharing person. 
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1 Thessalonians 2:9-12 
Example 

 
1. The Past: The Work of Faith (1:1-3:13) 

A. The Commendation of the Thessalonians (1:1-10) 
B. The Character Of The Communicator.  2:1-12 

1). Honesty.  2:1-8 
2). Example.  2:9-12 

 
1 Thes 2:9 = Character Trait # 7-They Sacrificially Gave 
 
For you recall (PAI MN8MONEUW = to bring to mind, remember), brethren, our labor (KOPOS = a striking, 
beating, laborious toil) and hardship (MOCHTHOS = labor involving painful effort), how working (PMPTC 
ERGADZOMAI) night and day so as not to be a burden (AAINF EPIBAREW = a load upon; financial) to any of 
you, we proclaimed (AAI K8RUSSW) to you the gospel of God. 
 
Summary: 
1. This is an example of presenting one's body as a living and holy sacrifice.  Rom 12:1-2 
2. Paul did not want money to be made an issue in the gospel in any way, so he and his team worked 

making tents while not preaching. 
Principle:  A representative of God must be willing to work at a secular job if necessary to further the 

gospel. 
3. A church though is not to use this principle to selfish ends.  1 Cor 9:3-8 
Principle:  God's representative must be willing to give sacrificially of himself to proclaim God's word. 
 
Some Things To Remember: 
1. We are to remember the Lord's provision.  Matt 16:9  "Do you not yet understand or remember the five 

loaves of the five thousand, and how many baskets you took up?   
2. We are to remember to not look back when we walk away from the world.  Luke 17:32-33  

"Remember Lot's wife.  "Whoever seeks to keep his life shall lose it, and whoever loses his life shall 
preserve it.  Heb 11:15 And indeed if they had been thinking of that {country} from which they went out, 
they would have had opportunity to return.    

3. We are to remember that we, like Jesus, will be persecuted.  John 15:20   "Remember the word that I 
said to you, `A slave is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if 
they kept My word, they will keep yours also.  

4. Joy can cause us to forget the pain.  John 16:21  "Whenever a woman is in travail she has sorrow, 
because her hour has come; but when she gives birth to the child, she remembers the anguish no more, 
for joy that a child has been born into the world.   

5. We are to remember that it is more blessed to give than to receive.  Acts 20:31-35  "Therefore be on 
the alert, remembering that night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each 
one with tears.  "And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you 
up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. "I have coveted no one's silver or 
gold or clothes. "You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my own needs and to the men who 
were with me. "In everything I showed you that by working hard in this manner you must help the weak 
and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, 'It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.'" 

6. We are to remember the poor.  Gal 2:10  {They} only {asked} us to remember the poor-- the very thing I 
also was eager to do.  

7. We are to remember that the Lord went to a lot of trouble to bring about unity.  Eph 2:11-14  
Therefore remember, that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called "Uncircumcision" by the 
so-called "Circumcision," which is performed in the flesh by human hands--remember that you were at 
that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the 
covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.  But now in Christ Jesus you who 
formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  For He Himself is our peace, who 
made both groups into one, and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, 

8. We are to remember those who are indeed suffering for the cause of Christ.  Col 4:18  I, Paul, write 
this greeting with my own hand. Remember my imprisonment. Grace be with you.   
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9. We are to remember Jesus Christ.  2 Tim 2:8-9  Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, 
descendant of David, according to my gospel, for which I suffer hardship even to imprisonment as a 
criminal; but the word of God is not imprisoned. 

10. We are to remember those who led us in the word.  Heb 13:7-8  Remember those who led you, who 
spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith.  Jesus Christ 
is the same yesterday and today, yes and forever. 

11. We are to remember to love one another.  Rev 2:5  Remember therefore from where you have fallen, 
and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you, and will remove your lampstand 
out of its place-- unless you repent.   

12. We are to remember to finish the race strong.  Rev 3:1-3  "And to the angel of the church in Sardis 
write: He who has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars, says this: 'I know your deeds, that you 
have a name that you are alive, but you are dead.  'Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain, 
which were about to die; for I have not found your deeds completed in the sight of My God. 'Remember 
therefore what you have received and heard; and keep it, and repent. If therefore you will not wake up, I 
will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come upon you. 

 
Labor 
1. It is important to realize that we are to labor together.  John 4:37-38  "For in this case the saying is 

true, 'One sows, and another reaps.'  "I sent you to reap that for which you have not labored; others have 
labored, and you have entered into their labor." 

2. It is also important to realize that we will each be rewarded for our own labor.  1 Cor 3:6-8  I 
planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth. So then neither the one who plants nor the 
one who waters is anything, but God who causes the growth.  Now he who plants and he who waters are 
one; but each will receive his own reward according to his own labor. 

3. Our labor in the Lord is not in vain.  1 Cor 15:58  Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not {in} vain in the Lord.   

4. We should not seek to cause unnecessary labor for others.  Gal 6:17  From now on let no one cause 
trouble for me, for I bear on my body the brand-marks of Jesus.   

 
Work 
1. We need to find out where God is working and join Him.  John 5:17  But He answered them, "My 

Father is working until now, and I Myself am working."    
2. We should expend our efforts on the eternal food.  John 6:27-29  "Do not work for the food which 

perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man shall give to you, for on Him 
the Father, even God, has set His seal."  They said therefore to Him, "What shall we do, that we may 
work the works of God?" Jesus answered and said to them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in 
Him whom He has sent." 

3. All who work good will be blessed.  Rom 2:9-11  There will be tribulation and distress for every soul of 
man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek, but glory and honor and peace to every man 
who does good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For there is no partiality with God. 

4. Love does not work wrong.  Rom 13:10  Love does no wrong to a neighbor; love therefore is the 
fulfillment of {the} law.  

5. Godly sorrow works for repentance.  2 Cor 7:10  For the sorrow that is according to {the will of} God 
produces a repentance without regret, {leading} to salvation; but the sorrow of the world produces death.    

6. We are to work good to all men.  Gal 6:7-10  Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a 
man sows, this he will also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh shall from the flesh reap 
corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit shall from the Spirit reap eternal life. And let us not lose 
heart in doing good, for in due time we shall reap if we do not grow weary. So then, while we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all men, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith. 

7. We are to work so as to share with others.  Eph 4:28  Let him who steals steal no longer; but rather let 
him labor, performing with his own hands what is good, in order that he may have {something} to share 
with him who has need.    

8. We are to work as unto the Lord.  Col 3:23  Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord 
rather than for men;   

9. Believers are expected to work.  1 Thes 4:11  and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life and 
attend to your own business and work with your hands, just as we commanded you;   2 Thes 3:10-12 For 
even when we were with you, we used to give you this order: if anyone will not work, neither let him eat. 
For we hear that some among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting like 
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busybodies. Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to work in quiet fashion 
and eat their own bread. 

 
The Proclamation: 
1. Preachers are sent by God to preach salvation.  Rom 10:14-15  How then shall they call upon Him in 

whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how 
shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, 
"How beautiful are the feet of those who bring glad tidings of good things!" 

2. The preacher had better preach Christ crucified.  1 Cor 1:23  but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a 
stumbling block, and to Gentiles foolishness,   

3. Even a God-sent preacher can be disqualified.  1 Cor 9:24-27  Do you not know that those who run in 
a race all run, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win. And everyone who 
competes in the games exercises self-control in all things. They then do it to receive a perishable wreath, 
but we an imperishable. Therefore I run in such a way, as not without aim; I box in such a way, as not 
beating the air; but I buffet my body and make it my slave, lest possibly, after I have preached to others, I 
myself should be disqualified. 

4. The preacher had better preach the resurrection.  1 Cor 15:10-14  But by the grace of God I am what I 
am, and His grace toward me did not prove vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but 
the grace of God with me. Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed. Now if Christ 
is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no 
resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised; and 
if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain. 

5. The preacher is not to preach himself. 2 Cor 4:5-6  For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus 
as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake. For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of 
darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Christ. 

6. The preacher is to be ready to preach at any time.  2 Tim 4:1-5  I solemnly charge you in the presence 
of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His 
kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great 
patience and instruction. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to 
have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires; 
and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths. But you, be sober in all things, 
endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 

Principle:  Representatives of God must remember that the proclamation is worth the labor. 
 
1 Thes 2:10 = Character Trait # 8-They Honored Them 
 
You are witnesses (MARTUR = one who can or does attest to what he has seen or heard or knows; Eng: 
martyr), and so is God, how devoutly (adv. HOSIWS = 1x; noun 8x; experientially holy; as opposed to 
unrighteous/polluted) and uprightly (DIKIAWS = without prejudice or partiality; righteously) and blamelessly 
(AMEMPTWS = without blame) we behaved (API GINOMAI) toward you believers (d.a.+ Pres Act PTC 
PISTEUW); 
 
Principle:  A representative of God treats others with respect. 
Principle:  A representative of God is accountable to those to whom he is sent to minister. 
 
Paul mentions three specific areas of accountability. 
 
The First Is Experiential Holiness: 
1. Jesus Christ is the pattern.  Acts 2:27 Because Thou wilt not abandon my soul to Hades, nor allow Thy 

Holy One to undergo decay.  Acts 13:34 "{And as for the fact} that He raised Him up from the dead, no 
more to return to decay, He has spoken in this way: `I will give you the holy {and} sure {blessings} of 
David.'   Acts 13:35 "Therefore He also says in another {Psalm,} `Thou wilt not allow Thy Holy One to 
undergo decay.'    

2. It is His quality as the High Priest.  Heb 7:26   For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, 
holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens;   
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3. He is the only being to remain experientially holy.  Rev 15:4 cf 16:5  "Who will not fear, O Lord, and 
glorify Thy name? For Thou alone art holy; for all the nations will come and worship before Thee, for Thy 
righteous acts have been revealed."    

4. This is a quality that an overseer is to possess.  Titus 1:8  but hospitable, loving what is good, 
sensible, just, devout, self-controlled,   

5 But this is also a quality that men in the church are to possess.  1 Tim 2:8  Therefore I want the men 
in every place to pray, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and dissension.   

6. From the First Timothy passage, we see clearly that this involves a lack of unrighteous anger and 
a desire for unity. 

Principle:  The Lord's representative should have a noticeable desire for unity in the church. 
 
The Second Is A Lack Of Partiality: 
1. As long as you have a breath it is not too late to realize what is right and wrong.  Luke 23:41  "And 

we indeed justly, for we are receiving what we deserve for our deeds; but this man has done nothing 
wrong."    

2. Even Jesus entrusted Himself to the righteous judge.  1 Pet 2:23  And while being reviled, He did not 
revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting {Himself} to Him who judges 
righteously;  John 17:25 "O righteous Father, although the world has not known Thee, yet I have known 
Thee; and these have known that Thou didst send Me;  

3. This type of living is designed to be an outgrowth of the grace we received at salvation. Titus 2:11-
14  For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing us to deny ungodliness 
and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and Godly in the present age, looking for the blessed 
hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus; who gave Himself for us, 
that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself a people for His own possession, 
zealous for good deeds. 

4. Righteousness cannot be had apart from the righteous one, Jesus Christ.  Acts 3:14  "But you 
disowned the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you,   

5. So a person who fulfills this requirement is one who is living by faith.  Rom 1:17  For in it {the} 
righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "But the righteous {man} shall live by 
faith."  

6. Because of our own strength, no one can consistently live a righteous life.  Rom 3:10  as it is 
written, "There is none righteous, not even one;   

7. We are told to let our mind dwell on the things that are right.  Phil 4:8  Finally, brethren, whatever is 
true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good 
repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, let your mind dwell on these things.  

8. This will lead to a crown of righteousness from the righteous judge.  2 Tim 4:8  in the future there is 
laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that 
day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing. 

9. From the Lord's lack of partiality comes forgiveness of sins. 1 John 1:9  If we confess our sins, He 
is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Principle:  The Lord's representative is to honor everyone without partiality. 
 
The Third Is Without Cause For Charges: 
1. This is how we should be found at the Rapture.  1 Thes 5:23  Now may the God of peace Himself 

sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.    

2. This means we are obedient to God's revealed will.  Luke 1:6  And they (Zacharias and Elizabeth) 
were both righteous in the sight of God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and requirements 
of the Lord.   

3. This is part of being a light in the world.  Phil 2:15  that you may prove yourselves to be blameless 
and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among 
whom you appear as lights in the world,  

4. At the Rapture, we want to be found without blame concerning the commandment to love one 
another.  1 Thes 3:11-13  Now may our God and Father Himself and Jesus our Lord direct our way to 
you; and may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another, and for all men, just as 
we also do for you; so that He may establish your hearts unblamable in holiness before our God and 
Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints. 

Principle:  The Lord's representative is to obey God's revealed commands, as it honors those whom he is 
sent to serve. 
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1 Thes 2:11 = Character Trait # 9-They Got Involved in their Life 
 
just as you know how we were exhorting (PAPTC PARAKALEW) and encouraging (PMPTC 
PARAMUTHEOMAI = means "near speech"; speaking in a close proximity; shows more tenderness than 
parakalew) and imploring (PMPTC MARTUROMAI = to summon as a witness; solemnly affirm; adjure) each 
one of you as a father would his own children, 
 
Summary: 
1. Paul again uses a family analogy to show that Christianity is relational.  (nursing mother) 
2. Paul called them alongside, spoke tenderly to them and urged them to be a witness for Christ 

which sounds like something a dad should do. 
Principle:  a representative of God should be willing to get involved in the lives of others. 
3. There is a threefold role of a father portrayed in this verse: exhorting, encouraging and imploring. 
4. You become responsible to those you lead to the Lord.  1 Cor 4:14-16 
5. Christianity is a call to involvement with others, just like Christ did with us.  (He will not leave or 

forsake us) 
 
Involvement Encourages: 
1. Demons can call others alongside, so we must be able to evaluate the call.  Matt 8:31  And the 

demons {began} to entreat Him, saying, "If You are {going to} cast us out, send us into the herd of swine."    
2. Great leaders of the bible called people alongside themselves as they followed Christ.  Luke 3:16-

18  John answered and said to them all, "As for me, I baptize you with water; but One is coming who is 
mightier than I, and I am not fit to untie the thong of His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. "And His winnowing fork is in His hand to thoroughly clear His threshing floor, and to gather the 
wheat into His barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire." So with many other 
exhortations also he preached the gospel to the people. 

3. Representatives of God encourage people to be saved both eternally and temporally.  Acts 2:38-40  
And Peter said to them, "Repent, and let each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. "For the promise is for you and 
your children, and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God shall call to Himself."  And with 
many other words he solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, "Be saved from this 
perverse generation!" 

4. New believers especially need encouragement.  Acts 11:22-24  And the news about them reached 
the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas off to Antioch. Then when he had come and 
witnessed the grace of God, he rejoiced and began to encourage them all with resolute heart to remain 
true to the Lord; for he was a good man, and full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And considerable numbers 
were brought to the Lord. 

5. Great leaders call others alongside in presenting their bodies a living sacrifice.  Rom 12:1-2  I urge 
you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. And do not be conformed to this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is 
good and acceptable and perfect. 

6. God is the ultimate encourager.  2 Cor 1:4-5  who comforts us in all our affliction so that we may be 
able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted 
by God.  For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance, so also our comfort is abundant 
through Christ. 

7. Spiritual leaders are to encourage young men to grow up spiritually.  Titus 2:6-8  Likewise urge the 
young men to be sensible; in all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds, with purity in 
doctrine, dignified, sound in speech which is beyond reproach, in order that the opponent may be put to 
shame, having nothing bad to say about us. 

Principle:  Involvement in others' lives offers encouragement to them. 
Application:  Pray that God will work through you to call others alongside in your spiritual walk. 
 
Involvement Speaks Tenderly: 
1. Even misguided and unbelieving people can perform this task at the appropriate time, so as 

representatives of God we should excel.  John 11:18-19  Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, about 
two miles off; and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary, to console them concerning their 
brother.  John 11:31-32 The Jews then who were with her in the house, and consoling her, when they 
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saw that Mary rose up quickly and went out, followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to 
weep there. Therefore, when Mary came where Jesus was, she saw Him, and fell at His feet, saying to 
Him, "Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died." 

2. We are specifically told to speak a kind word to those who are about to "faint."  1 Thes 5:14-15  
And we urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient 
with all men. See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek after that which is good for 
one another and for all men. 

3. This Greek word looks at speech that is not only tender but personal.  (each one of you) 
4. This is how one can ask the difficult questions. 
5. The difference between genuine concern and prying is a question of motives, so the credibility of 

the one asking the questions is of great importance. 
6. It becomes an issue of trust as to whether or not one person will open up to another. 
7. When someone confides in you, it is still to be their option whether or not it goes public, unless it 

involves conspiracy to do evil. 
8. It takes faith in God to become vulnerable, but God's representative sets the example. 
Principle:  Involvement in others’ lives dares to go one-on-one with people, speaking tenderly to their 

needs. 
Application:  Pray that God's strength will sustain your personal involvement with people.  
 
Involvement Calls Others To Witness: 
1. Involvement calls others to both witness your actions and to be a witness for Christ. 
2. Involvement calls others to be a witness of your conduct which is accountability.  Acts 20:26-31  

"Therefore I testify to you this day, that I am innocent of the blood of all men.  "For I did not shrink from 
declaring to you the whole purpose of God. "Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which 
the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own 
blood. "I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock;  and 
from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after 
them. "Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day for a period of three years I did not 
cease to admonish each one with tears. 

3. Involvement calls others to stay away from legalism.  Gal 5:1-5  It was for freedom that Christ set us 
free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.  Behold I, Paul, say to 
you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no benefit to you. And I testify again to every man 
who receives circumcision, that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law. You have been severed 
from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace. For we through the 
Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of righteousness. 

4. The Lord has called us to witness/evaluate our walk.  Eph 4:17-20  This I say therefore, and affirm 
together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, 
being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in 
them, because of the hardness of their heart; and they, having become callous, have given themselves 
over to sensuality, for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness. But you did not learn Christ in 
this way, 

Principle:  A representative of God makes himself accountable and calls others to do the same. 
Application:  Am I spiritually accountable to anyone? 
 
1 Thes 2:12  =   Character Trait #10-A Higher Purpose Than Self. 
 
so that you may walk (PAINF PERIPATEW) in a manner worthy (ADV. OF MANNER AXIWS = of weight or 
worth) of the God who calls you into His own kingdom (BASILEIA = royal power, dominion, sovereignty) and 
glory (DOXA = the honor resulting from a good opinion). 
 
Principle:  Representatives of God want the best for others. 
 
Different Phases Of The Kingdom: 
1. As believers we are already a part of God's spiritual kingdom.  Col 1:9-14  For this reason also, 

since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the 
knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you may walk in a manner worthy 
of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the 
knowledge of God; strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all 
steadfastness and patience; joyously giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the 
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inheritance of the saints in light. For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to 
the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

2. Yet our verse speaks of God in the act of calling us into His kingdom, which involves our lifestyle 
on earth as a citizen of heaven.  Php 3:20-21 (i.e. Enjoy the freedom) 

3. The overt/physical kingdom will be in the millennium.  Rev 11:15  And the seventh angel sounded; 
and there arose loud voices in heaven, saying, "The kingdom of the world has become {the kingdom} of 
our Lord, and of His Christ; and He will reign forever and ever."   

 
Characteristics Of The Kingdom: 
1. It cannot be shaken.  Heb 12:28-29  Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let 

us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe; for our 
God is a consuming fire. 

2. It is spirit driven.  Rom 14:17  for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and 
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.  

3. It is powerful.  1 Cor 4:20  For the kingdom of God does not consist in words, but in power.   
 
4. It is not of this world.  John 18:36  Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom 

were of this world, then My servants would be fighting, that I might not be delivered up to the Jews; but as 
it is, My kingdom is not of this realm."   

5. One's degree of participation in the enjoyment of the kingdom will be based on worthiness.  2 
Thes 1:5  {This is} a plain indication of God's righteous judgment so that you may be considered worthy 
of the kingdom of God, for which indeed you are suffering.  

6. The spiritual kingdom is found in Jesus.  Rev 1:4-9  John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 
Grace to you and peace, from Him who is and who was and who is to come; and from the seven Spirits 
who are before His throne; and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the first-born of the dead, and the 
ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us, and released us from our sins by His blood, and He 
has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father; to Him be the glory and the dominion 
forever and ever. Amen.  Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those 
who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. Even so. Amen. "I am the Alpha and 
the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty." I, John, your 
brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and perseverance which are in Jesus, 
was on the island called Patmos, because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 

 
The Preacher And The Kingdom: 
1. The only means of entry is via a new birth.   John 3:3-5  Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, 

I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." Nicodemus said to Him, 
"How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb and be 
born, can he?" Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 

2. In Jesus' last sermon to the disciples, He placed emphasis on the kingdom.  Acts 1:1-3  The first account I 
composed, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach,  until the day when He was taken up, after He 
had by the Holy Spirit given orders to the apostles whom He had chosen. To these He also presented Himself alive, 
after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days, and speaking of the 
things concerning the kingdom of God. 

3. The "Kingdom of God" was a major topic of the early preachers.  Acts 8:12 (Philip)   But when they 
believed Philip preaching the good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they 
were being baptized, men and women alike.  Acts 19:8 (Paul) And he entered the synagogue and 
continued speaking out boldly for three months, reasoning and persuading {them} about the kingdom of 
God.   

4. It was also a major topic for the early seminaries.  Acts 20:25  "And now, behold, I know that all of 
you, among whom I went about preaching the kingdom, will see my face no more.    

5. Those who labored together for the Kingdom of God were to be considered important.  Col 4:11  
and {also} Jesus who is called Justus; these are the only fellow workers for the kingdom of God who are 
from the circumcision; and they have proved to be an encouragement to me. 

Principle:  The representative of God must be interested in getting others to enjoy the Kingdom of God. 
Principle:  This must be the motivation behind the traits found earlier.  (can be faked) 
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A Kingdom Walk 
1. Walking looks at one's consistent manner of life. 
2. Jesus has the power to make us walk. Matt 11:4-6  And Jesus answered and said to them, "Go and 

report to John what you hear and see: the blind receive sight and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed 
and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them. "And 
blessed is he who keeps from stumbling over Me." 

3. The walk is in the light of Jesus Christ. John 8:12  Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am 
the light of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life."   

4. It is based on our new life.  Rom 6:4-7  Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into 
death, in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might 
walk in newness of life.  For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly 
we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, 
that our body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin; for he who has 
died is freed from sin. 

5. It is not motivated by sinful pursuits. Rom 13:13-14  Let us behave properly as in the day, not in 
carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy. But put 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts. 

6. Neither does it flaunt one's liberty at the expense of one's brother.  Rom 14:15  For if because of 
food your brother is hurt, you are no longer walking according to love. Do not destroy with your food him 
for whom Christ died.   

7. It does not abuse mercy by twisting the word of God.  2 Cor 4:1-2  Therefore, since we have this 
ministry, as we received mercy, we do not lose heart, but we have renounced the things hidden because 
of shame, not walking in craftiness or adulterating the word of God, but by the manifestation of truth 
commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. 

8. It is a walk of faith.  2 Cor 5:7  for we walk by faith, not by sight--  
9. It is of the Spirit.  Gal 5:16  But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.   
10. It is for good works that are based on our grace salvation.  Eph 2:8-10  For by grace you have been 

saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one 
should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

11. It walks in a love that imitates God.  Eph 5:1-2  Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; and 
walk in love, just as Christ also loved you, and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God 
as a fragrant aroma. 

12. It seeks that which pleases the Lord.  Eph 5:7-10  Therefore do not be partakers with them; for you 
were formerly darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as children of light (for the fruit of the light 
consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth), trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. 

13. It redeems the time.  Eph 5:15-16  Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men, but as wise, 
making the most of your time, because the days are evil. 

14. It walks in grace.  Col 2:6  As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, {so} walk in Him,   
15. It realizes that the enemy, the devil, is walking around seeking to devour you.  1 Pet 5:8  Be of 

sober {spirit,} be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone 
to devour.   

16. It involves a fellowship with one another.  1 John 1:6-7  If we say that we have fellowship with Him 
and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; but if we walk in the light as He Himself 
is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all 
sin. 

17. It imitates Jesus Christ.  1 john 2:4-6  The one who says, "I have come to know Him," and does not 
keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; but whoever keeps His word, in him the 
love of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we are in Him: the one who says he abides in 
Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked. 

18. It does not include hating one's brother. 1 John 2:11  But the one who hates his brother is in the 
darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is going because the darkness has 
blinded his eyes.  

Principle:  The representative of God seeks to encourage others to be consistent in their Christian walk. 
Application:  How consistent am I? 
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Worthy Manner: 
1. The "worthy manner" honors other believers in the body of Christ.  Rom 16:1-2  I commend to you 

our sister Phoebe, who is a servant of the church which is at Cenchrea; that you receive her in the Lord in 
a manner worthy of the saints, and that you help her in whatever matter she may have need of you; for 
she herself has also been a helper of many, and of myself as well.  3 John 1:5-8 Beloved, you are acting 
faithfully in whatever you accomplish for the brethren, and especially when they are strangers; and they 
bear witness to your love before the church; and you will do well to send them on their way in a manner 
worthy of God. For they went out for the sake of the Name, accepting nothing from the Gentiles. 
Therefore we ought to support such men, that we may be fellow workers with the truth. 

2. The "worthy manner" is diligent to preserve the unity of the body.  Eph 4:1-3  I, therefore, the 
prisoner of the Lord, entreat you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been 
called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing forbearance to one another in love, being 
diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

3. The "worthy manner" is one that works together with other members of the body to spread the 
gospel.  Phil 1:27-28  Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ; so that 
whether I come and see you or remain absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, 
with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel; in no way alarmed by your opponents-- which is 
a sign of destruction for them, but of salvation for you, and that too, from God. 

4. It is quite clear from the usage's of this adverb that "walking in a manner worthy of the God" 
involves unity in the body. 

Principle:  The representative of God should seek the unity of the body of Christ. 
Application:  Do I see the importance of unity in the body? 
 
The Call To Glory: 
1. First of all it is a call to Jesus Christ. John 1:14  And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, 

and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.  
2. Anything less falls short.  Rom 3:23  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,    
3. It is a basis for exultation.  Rom 5:1-2  Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with 

God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into 
this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God. 

4. Acceptance of one another points out God's glory.  Rom 15:7  Wherefore, accept one another, just 
as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God.   

5. God's glory is to guide all we do.  1 Cor 10:31   Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do 
all to the glory of God. 

6. God's grace is His glory.  Eph 1:5-6  He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to 
Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely 
bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

7. His redemption is a picture of His glory.  Eph 1:13-14  In Him, you also, after listening to the message 
of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of 
promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own 
possession, to the praise of His glory. 

8. Christ in you is the hope of sharing God's glory which is the "mystery."  Col 1:27  to whom God 
willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in 
you, the hope of glory.  

9. Through the gospel, God calls us to gain Christ’s glory.  2 Thes 2:13-14  But we should always give 
thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for 
salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth. And it was for this He called you 
through our gospel, that you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

10. Glory transcends all phases of the believer's existence.  1 pet 1:6-9  In this you greatly rejoice, even 
though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, that the proof of 
your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to 
result in praise and glory (Ph 3) and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; and though you have not 
seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with 
joy inexpressible and full of glory (Ph 2), obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your 
souls. 

11. Spiritual gifts are to be used to glorify God.  1 pet 4:11-14  Whoever speaks, let him speak, as it were, 
the utterances of God; whoever serves, let him do so as by the strength which God supplies; so that in all 
things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and 
ever. Amen.  Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your 
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testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you; but to the degree that you share the 
sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with 
exultation.  If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of 
God rests upon you. 

Principle:  God's representative has a higher purpose than self. 
Application:  How much am I willing to give of myself so others may partake of the high calling? 
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1 Thessalonians 2:13-16 

The Conduct of the Thessalonians 
 
1. The Past: The Work of Faith (1:1-3:13) 

A. The Commendation of the Thessalonians (1:1-10) 
B. The Character Of The Communicator.  2:1-12 
C. The Conduct of the Thessalonians (2:13-16) 

 
1 Thes 2:13 = Those Who Hear and Receive God's Word 
 
And for this reason (DIA TOUTO = walk in a worthy manner) we (ourselves) also constantly (ADIALEPTWS = 
4x; without ceasing; to not leave a going through; consistently) thank (PAI EUCHARISTEW) God that when you 
received (AAPTC PARALAMBANW = receive alongside; emphasis on the act) from us the word of God's 
message (AKOE = the heard word), you accepted it (API DECHOMAI = to receive by a deliberate act of volition) 
not as the word of men, but for what it really is (ALLA KATHWS AL8THOS + PAI EIMI), the word of God, 
which also performs its work (PPI ENERGEW) in you who believe (PPPTC PISTEUW). 
 
Summary: 
1. The worthy walk begins by accepting the good news as the word of God. 
2. We should be consistently thankful for those who hear God's word and keep it no matter the cost.  

Rom 1:9-10  For God, whom I serve in my spirit in the preaching of the gospel of His Son, is my witness 
as to how unceasingly (consistently I make mention of you, always in my prayers making request, if 
perhaps now at last by the will of God I may succeed in coming to you.  1Thes 1:3 constantly 
(consistently) bearing in mind your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and Father,  

3. The good news is actually spoken by God through man indicating the source of the message.   
Principle:  No matter how great the representative of God may be, the hearer makes the decision to 

accept the message or not. 
Principle:  We should listen for what God has to say. 
Principle:  Our prayer life should be consistent.  1 Thes 5:17 pray without ceasing;   
Principle:  The representative of God realizes that God's word works through him. 
 
Thanksgiving: 
Principle:  A representative of God consistently thanks Him for His grace as he sees people respond to 

the message.  (doesn't get wrapped up in the greatness of his comm.) 
1. The Lord Himself demonstrated just how powerful is a prayer of thanksgiving.  Matt 15:35-37  And 

He directed the multitude to sit down on the ground; and He took the seven loaves and the fish; and 
giving thanks, He broke them and started giving them to the disciples, and the disciples in turn, to the 
multitudes. And they all ate, and were satisfied, and they picked up what was left over of the broken 
pieces, seven large baskets full. 

2. Failure to recognize God's grace is an indictment on the unbelief of mankind.  Rom 1:21-22  For 
even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God, or give thanks; but they became futile in 
their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  Professing to be wise, they became fools, 

3. We are not to stand in judgment of another, but instead give thanks.  Rom 14:1-8  Now accept the 
one who is weak in faith, but not for the purpose of passing judgment on his opinions.  One man has faith 
that he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats vegetables only. Let not him who eats regard with 
contempt him who does not eat, and let not him who does not eat judge him who eats, for God has 
accepted him.  Who are you to judge the servant of another? To his own master he stands or falls; and 
stand he will, for the Lord is able to make him stand.  One man regards one day above another, another 
regards every day alike. Let each man be fully convinced in his own mind. He who observes the day, 
observes it for the Lord, and he who eats, does so for the Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and he who 
eats not, for the Lord he does not eat, and gives thanks to God.  For not one of us lives for himself, and 
not one dies for himself; for if we live, we live for the Lord, or if we die, we die for the Lord; therefore 
whether we live or die, we are the Lord's. 

4. One of the marks of the filling of the Holy Spirit is the giving of thanks in all things.  Eph 5:18-20  
And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another 
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in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord; always 
giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father; 

5. Giving thanks for all things is God's will.  1 Thes 5:18  in everything give thanks; for this is God's will 
for you in Christ Jesus.   

 
Hearing 
1. When the heart of a people becomes dull toward God and one another, they will not understand 

what they hear.  Matt 13:14-17  "And in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, 
'You will keep on hearing, but will not understand; and you will keep on seeing, but will not perceive; For 
the heart of this people has become dull, and with their ears they scarcely hear, and they have closed 
their eyes lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart 
and return, and I should heal them.' "But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, 
because they hear.  "For truly I say to you, that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what 
you see, and did not see it; and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it. 

2. Faith is triggered by hearing Christ.  Rom 10:16-17  However, they did not all heed the glad tidings; for 
Isaiah says," Lord, who has believed our report?"  So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word 
of Christ. 

3. Spirituality is based on hearing Christ’s word and believing.  Gal 3:2-5  This is the only thing I want 
to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?  Are 
you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?  Did you suffer so 
many things in vain-- if indeed it was in vain?  Does He then, who provides you with the Spirit and works 
miracles among you, do it by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith? 

4. There will come a time when people no longer want to hear the words of Christ, but want their 
ears tickled.  2 Tim 4:3-5 cf 1 Tim 6:3  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; 
but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to 
their own desires; and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths.  But you, be 
sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.  

5. Hearing God's word without faith keeps one from his rest.  Heb 4:1-2  Therefore, let us fear lest, 
while a promise remains of entering His rest, any one of you should seem to have come short of it.  For 
indeed we have had good news preached to us, just as they also; but the word they heard did not profit 
them, because it was not united by faith in those who heard. 

6. Those who become dull of hearing need to go back to the basics.  Heb 5:11-14  Concerning him we 
have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing. For though by this 
time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles 
of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food.  For everyone who partakes 
only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is a babe.  But solid food is for the 
mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil. 

 
Receive What You Hear: 
1. Jesus is looking for those who will voluntarily and consciously choose to accept Him. 
2. A very important deliberate reception for the Christian to make is to receive those whom God 

made.  Luke 9:47-50  But Jesus, knowing what they were thinking in their heart, (ARGUING OVER WHO 
IS THE GREATEST) took a child and stood him by His side, and said to them, "Whoever receives this 
child in My name receives Me; and whoever receives Me receives Him who sent Me; for he who is least 
among you, this is the one who is great." And John answered and said, "Master, we saw someone 
casting out demons in Your name; and we tried to hinder him because he does not follow along with us."  
But Jesus said to him, "Do not hinder him; for he who is not against you is for you." 

3. When one does not deliberately accept the things of the Spirit, that person is carnal.  1 Cor 2:14  
But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to him, and he 
cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised. 

4. We are to deliberately take the helmet of salvation.  Eph 6:17  And take the helmet of salvation, and 
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.   

5. Deliberately receiving God's word requires humility.  James 1:21-24  Therefore putting aside all 
filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save 
your souls.  But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves. For 
if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror;  
for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he 
was. 
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Hear And Receive Truth: 
1. The truth is wrapped in the person of Christ.  Matt 14:33  And those who were in the boat worshipped 

Him, saying, "You are certainly God's Son!" 
2. Even Roman centurions can realize this fact.  Matt 27:54  Now the centurion, and those who were 

with him keeping guard over Jesus, when they saw the earthquake and the things that were happening, 
became very frightened and said, "Truly this was the Son of God!"  

3. And Samaritans.  John 4:42   and they were saying to the woman, "It is no longer because of what you 
said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves and know that this One is indeed the Savior of the 
world."    

4. When we make His word our life, then we are truly His disciples.  John 8:31-32  Jesus therefore was 
saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you abide in My word, then you are truly disciples of 
Mine; and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." 

5. When we keep his word, God's word is really brought to maturity in us.  1 John 2:5  but whoever 
keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we are in Him:  

 
Production: 
1. Our flesh works to kill us.  Rom 7:5  For while we were in the flesh, the sinful passions, which were 

{aroused} by the Law, were at work in the members of our body to bear fruit for death.    
2. God works through gifts and ministries.  1 Cor 12:6  And there are varieties of effects, but the same 

God who works all things in all {persons.}    
3. The Holy Spirit works through the gifts.  1 Cor 12:11  But one and the same Spirit works all these 

things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.   
4. What is something to see is faith working through love.  Gal 5:6-7  For in Christ Jesus neither 

circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith working through love. You were running well; 
who hindered you from obeying the truth? (CF Gal 5:22) 

5. God works to bring about his will.  Eph 1:9-12  He made known to us the mystery of His will, according 
to His kind intention which He purposed in Him with a view to an administration suitable to the fulness of 
the times, that is, the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things upon the earth. 
In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who 
works all things after the counsel of His will, to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ should 
be to the praise of His glory. 

6. He can do through us more than we can imagine.  Eph 3:20-21  Now to Him who is able to do 
exceeding abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us, to 
Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen. 

7. The catalyst is prayer.  James 5:16  Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one 
another, so that you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much. 

  
1 Thes 2:14 = Those Who Tenaciously Keep (D0) God's Word 
 
For you, brethren, became (API GINOMAI) imitators (MIM8T8S) of the churches (EKKL8SIA) of God in 
Christ Jesus that are in Judea, for you also endured (AAI PASCHW = to suffer) the same sufferings at the 
hands of your own countrymen (SUMPHULET8S = 1x; fellow-tribesmen), even as they did from the Jews, 
 
Principle:  A model church has hearers who recognize God's word and let His word work through them. 
 
Summary: 
1. There will be those who tenaciously hear and keep God's word, no matter the opposition. 
2. They will even be attacked by former friends.  
3. We should imitate the Lord, other believers, and other churches in their endurance of suffering.  1 

Thes 1:6mmYou also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much 
tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 

4. The Lord became flesh knowing He would suffer and face rejection.  Luke 17:25  "But first He must 
suffer many things and be rejected by this generation.   

5. The Lord desired His friends to be with Him the night before His appointed time to suffer.  Luke 
22:15-16  And He said to them, "I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; for 
I say to you, I shall never again eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God." 

6. The suffering of one part of the body affects the other parts of the body.  1 Cor 12:26  And if one 
member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if {one} member is honored, all the members rejoice with 
it.    
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7. Being considered worthy of God's kingdom includes suffering for the cause of Christ.  2 Thes 1:5  {This is} a 
plain indication of God's righteous judgment so that you may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which 
indeed you are suffering.  

8. We must seek to be sure when we are suffering that it is unjustly.  1 Pet 2:19-25  For this finds favor, 
if for the sake of conscience toward God a man bears up under sorrows when suffering unjustly. For 
what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with patience? But if when you 
do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God. For you have been called 
for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, 
who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth; and while being reviled, He did not revile in 
return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously; 
and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; 
for by His wounds you were healed. For you were continually straying like sheep, but now you have 
returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls. 

9. Suffering for the sake of righteousness is a blessing.  1 Pet 3:14-18  But even if you should suffer for 
the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. And do not fear their intimidation, and do not be troubled, but 
sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you 
to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; and keep a good 
conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ 
may be put to shame. For it is better, if God should will it so, that you suffer for doing what is right rather 
than for doing what is wrong. For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, in order that 
He might bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit; 

10. We are to be prepared to suffer for Christ.  1 Pet 4:1-2  Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the 
flesh, arm yourselves also with the same purpose, because he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased 
from sin, so as to live the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for the lusts of men, but for the will of God. 

11. We are to not be ashamed to suffer as a Christian, but instead to glorify God.   1 pet 4:15-19  By no 
means let any of you suffer as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; but if anyone 
suffers as a Christian, let him not feel ashamed, but in that name let him glorify God. For it is time for 
judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the outcome for 
those who do not obey the gospel of God? And if it is with difficulty that the righteous is saved, what will 
become of the Godless man and the sinner Therefore, let those also who suffer according to the will of 
God entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right. 

12. You are not the first to experience this suffering.  1 Pet 5:8-10  Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. 
Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. But resist him, firm 
in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren 
who are in the world. And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to 
His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you. 

Principle:  a model church has hearers who endure suffering for the cause of Christ. 
 
1 Thes 2:15 = Those who Tenaciously Fight against God's Word 
 
who both killed (AAPTC APOKTEINW = to kill either physically or spiritually) the Lord Jesus and the prophets, 
and drove us out (AAPTC EKDIWKW = to pursue out; persecute). They are not pleasing (PAPTC ARESKW = 
pleasing in the sense of useful) to God, but hostile (ENANTION = en + anti; holding a position against) to all 
men, 
 
Summary: 
1. Just as there are those who hear and do God's word there are those who kill the messengers with 

the good news. 
2. There are those who will attack with the same zeal as those who evangelize. 
3. Hostility to all men, which is not pleasing to God, is seen in rejection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
4. The letter of the law kills the sinner.  2 Cor 3:6  who also made us adequate {as} servants of a new 

covenant, not of the letter, but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.   
5. Sin kills the sinner.  Rom 7:9-11  And I was once alive apart from the Law; but when the commandment 

came, sin became alive, and I died; and this commandment, which was to result in life, proved to result in 
death for me; for sin, taking opportunity through the commandment, deceived me, and through it killed 
me. 

6. The death of Christ on the cross was designed to "kill" the hostility between Jew and Gentile.  Eph 
2:14-16  For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one, and broke down the barrier of the 
dividing wall, by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in 
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ordinances, that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, and might 
reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity. 

Principle:  Those who hate the Lord Jesus will come after His followers. 
7. Persecuting God's children is a function of the flesh and cannot please God.  Rom 8:8  and those 

who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
8. What is pleasing to God is not seeking to solely please ourselves.  Rom 15:1-3  Now we who are 

strong ought to bear the weaknesses of those without strength and not just please ourselves. Let each of 
us please his neighbor for his good, to his edification. For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is 
written, "The reproaches of those who reproached Thee fell upon Me." 

9. We should seek to excel all the more in pleasing God. 1 Thes 4:1  Finally then, brethren, we request 
and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that, as you received from us {instruction} as to how you ought to walk 
and please God (just as you actually do walk), that you may excel still more.  

10. This requires allegiance to our commander-in-chief.  2 Tim 2:4  No soldier in active service entangles 
himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier. 

11. Those who do not want to please God will oppose those who do like a strong wind.  Matt 14:24  
But the boat was already many stadia away from the land, battered by the waves; for the wind was 
contrary. 

12. But when they stand in opposition to the Lord Himself, they may just see who He is.  Mark 15:39  
And when the centurion, who was standing right in front of Him, saw the way He breathed His last, he 
said, "Truly this man was the Son of God!" 

13. There is hope for any who oppose the Lord.  Acts 26:9  "So then, I thought to myself that I had to do 
many things hostile to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.   

14. The opposition is best handled with virtue.  Titus 2:6-8  Likewise urge the young men to be sensible; 
in all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds, with purity in doctrine, dignified, sound in 
speech which is beyond reproach, in order that the opponent may be put to shame, having nothing bad to 
say about us. 

Principle:  Be ready for the battle.  Eph 6:10-12 
 
1 Thes 2:16 = Some Don't Want Others to Hear 
 
hindering (PAPTC KWLUW = to hinder/restrain, withhold, forbid) us from speaking to the Gentiles that they 
might be saved (APS SWDZW = delivered); with the result that they always fill up the measure (AAINF 
ANAPL8ROW) of their sins (HAMARTIA). But wrath (H8 ORG8) has come (AAI PHTHANW = to anticipate, 
reach to, arrive) upon them to the utmost (EIS TELOS = unto an end; stopping point). 
 
Summary: 
1. Here the Jews not only do not want other Jews to hear the good news, but they don't even want 

them to talk to the Gentiles. 
2. Antagonism to the spread of God's word quickly fills up the "measure of one's sins." 
3. Even the disciples were a hindrance to the cause of Christ at one time.  Matt 19:14  But Jesus said, 

"Let the children alone, and do not hinder them from coming to Me; for the kingdom of heaven belongs to 
such as these."  

4. Elitism seeks to hinder others in their service to the Lord.  Mark 9:38-40  John said to Him, 
"Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in Your name, and we tried to hinder him because he 
was not following us." But Jesus said, "Do not hinder him, for there is no one who shall perform a miracle 
in My name, and be able soon afterward to speak evil of Me. "For he who is not against us is for us. 

5. It was prophesied that later in history, some would depart from the faith and hinder marriage and 
make rules on foods.  1 Tim 4:1-5  But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away 
from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons; by means of the hypocrisy of 
liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron, men who forbid marriage and advocate 
abstaining from foods, which God has created to be gratefully shared in by those who believe and know 
the truth. For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected, if it is received with 
gratitude; for it is sanctified by means of the word of God and prayer. 

6. You can sense Paul’s desire to see all saved.  1 Tim 2:4 
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Salvation: 
1. Jesus came to save his people from their sins.  Matt 1:21  "And she will bear a Son; and you shall call 

His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their sins."    
2. Salvation can refer to a deliverance from illness and disease.  Matt 9:22  But Jesus turning and 

seeing her said, "Daughter, take courage; your faith has made you well." And at once the woman was 
made well.    

3. Salvation can also refer to a deliverance from the circumstances of life.  Matt 14:30-31  But seeing 
the wind, he became afraid, and beginning to sink, he cried out, saying, "Lord, save me!" And 
immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and took hold of him, and said to him, "O you of little 
faith, why did you doubt?" 

4. Salvation is not something you can do, but something you accept.  Matt 16:25-26  "For whoever 
wishes to save his life shall lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake shall find it. "For what 
will a man be profited, if he gains the whole world, and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in 
exchange for his soul? 

5. Salvation is only by God's power.  Matt 19:23-26  And Jesus said to His disciples, "Truly I say to 
you, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. "And again I say to you, it is easier 
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." 
And when the disciples heard this, they were very astonished and said, "Then who can be 
saved?" And looking upon them Jesus said to them, "With men this is impossible, but with God 
all things are possible." 

6. Therefore, it is only by grace through faith.  Eph 2:8-9 
7. We simply need to call upon Him.  Rom 10:12-13  For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; 

for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call upon Him; for "Whoever will call upon 
the name of the Lord will be saved." 

8. Salvation removes the eternal judgment of separation from God.  John 3:16-18  "For God so loved 
the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have 
eternal life. "For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world should be 
saved through Him.  "He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged 
already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

9. One is not saved from the eternal judgment of separation from God over and over again.  John 
10:9  "I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find 
pasture.    

10. Getting us saved was a far more difficult task than keeping us saved.  Rom 5:8-10  But God 
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  Much more 
then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. For 
if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having 
been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 

11. There is a salvation that is from the temptation to sin.  Rom 10:8-10 But what does it say? "The word 
is near you, in your mouth and in your heart"-- that is, the word of faith which we are preaching, that if you 
confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you 
shall be saved; for with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he 
confesses, resulting in salvation. 

12. A person may be saved but have no inheritance.  1 Cor 3:15  If any man's work is burned up, he shall 
suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved, yet so as through fire.    

13. Throughout history people have tried to add works to salvation by equating it with inheritance in 
the Kingdom, but the Corinthians and the disciples negate this. 

14. Some have tried to say that faith = works seeking to prove it from the book of James (2:14-26).  
Faith should produce works, but from Corinth and the disciples we learn that it is not necessarily so. 

15. The one who endures to the end will be delivered from the loss of rewards, so as to not stand in 
front of the Lord ashamed.  Matt 10:20-22  "For it is not you who speak, but it is the Spirit of your 
Father who speaks in you. "And brother will deliver up brother to death, and a father his child; and 
children will rise up against parents, and cause them to be put to death. "And you will be hated by all on 
account of My name, but it is the one who has endured to the end who will be saved.  Matt 24:11-13 
"And many false prophets will arise, and will mislead many. "And because lawlessness is increased, most 
people's love will grow cold. "But the one who endures to the end, he shall be saved.  cf 1 John 2:28 

16. Those who hinder others from spreading the gospel fill up the measure of their sins. 
17. What we should seek to do is help others in the body and fill up the law of Christ.  Gal 6:1-4  

Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of 
gentleness; each one looking to yourself, lest you too be tempted. Bear one another's burdens, and thus 
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fulfill the law of Christ. For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.  But 
let each one examine his own work, and then he will have reason for boasting in regard to himself alone, 
and not in regard to another. 

 
Sins: 
1. One of the most important things that man can do is recognize and confess sins.  Matt 3:6  and 

they were being baptized by him in the Jordan River, as they confessed their sins.    
2. Jesus demonstrated that He could forgive sins.  Matt 9:1-7   And getting into a boat, He crossed over, 

and came to His own city. And behold, they were bringing to Him a paralytic, lying on a bed; and Jesus 
seeing their faith said to the paralytic, "Take courage, My son, your sins are forgiven." And behold, some 
of the scribes said to themselves, "This fellow blasphemes." And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, "Why 
are you thinking evil in your hearts? "For which is easier, to say, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Rise, 
and walk'? "But in order that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins"-- 
then He said to the paralytic-- "Rise, take up your bed, and go home." And he rose, and went home. 

3. The Lord's table celebrates the forgiveness of sins.  Matt 26:27-28  And when He had taken a cup 
and given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you; for this is My blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins. 

4. John the Baptizer foretold what Jesus would do.  John 1:29-30  The next day he saw Jesus coming 
to him, and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! "This is He on behalf of 
whom I said, 'After me comes a Man who has a higher rank than I, for He existed before me.' 

5. Only belief in Jesus negates the penalty of sin.  John 8:24  "I said therefore to you, that you shall die 
in your sins; for unless you believe that I am {He}, you shall die in your sins."    

6. The reason is that He became sin on our behalf.  2 Cor 5:20-21  Therefore, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God were entreating through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  
He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God 
in Him. 

7. The cleansing of sin from us though is a process.  1 John 1:6-2:2  If we say that we have fellowship 
with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; but if we walk in the light as 
He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses 
us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 
confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.  My 
little children, I am writing these things to you that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an 
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;  and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and 
not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world. 

 
The Wrath: 
1. Determination of what is the "wrath" of God is important to eschatology. 
2. John mentioned a wrath to come.  Luke 3:7-8  He therefore began saying to the multitudes who were 

going out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
"Therefore bring forth fruits in keeping with repentance, and do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have 
Abraham for our father,' for I say to you that God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. 

3. There will be a wrath of the last days.   Luke 21:23-24  "Woe to those who are with child and to those 
who nurse babes in those days; for there will be great distress upon the land, and wrath to this people, 
and they will fall by the edge of the sword, and will be led captive into all the nations; and Jerusalem will 
be trampled under foot by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. 

4. 4. Those who do not believe in the Son already have a taste of God's wrath.  John 3:36   "He 
who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the 
wrath of God abides on him."    

5. Those who hinder the spread of the gospel already have a wrath abiding on them.  1 Thes 2:16 
6. That God has a wrath is inherently known to all.  Rom 1:18-19 cf Eccl 3:11  For the wrath of God is 

revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in 
unrighteousness,  because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident 
to them.    

7. Stubbornness stores up wrath until a later time.  Rom 2:5-8  But because of your stubbornness and 
unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous 
judgment of God, who will render to every man according to his deeds: to those who by perseverance in 
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doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life; but to those who are selfishly ambitious 
and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath and indignation. 

8. Violation of the law brings forth wrath.  Rom 4:14-15  For if those who are of the Law are heirs, faith is 
made void and the promise is nullified; for the Law brings about wrath, but where there is no law, neither 
is there violation. 

9. Once justified we are delivered from his wrath.  Rom 5:8-10  But God demonstrates His own love 
toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, having now been 
justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.  For if while we were 
enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, 
we shall be saved by His life. 

10. We are not to try and do God's wrath for Him.  Rom 12:19  Never take your own revenge, beloved, but 
leave room for the wrath {of God,} for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord.   

11. Governments are given authority to execute wrath upon the one who practices evil.  Rom 13:3-4  
For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? 
Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same; for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if 
you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an 
avenger who brings wrath upon the one who practices evil. 

12. Before our salvation, we were children of wrath.  Eph 2:1-3  And you were dead in your trespasses 
and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of 
the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. Among them we too all 
formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by 
nature children of wrath, even as the rest. 

13. Wrath is not to be a part of our disposition.  Eph 4:31-32  Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and 
clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. And be kind to one another, tender-
hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you. 

14. Believers who act like unbelievers will get a taste of God's wrath in time.  Eph 5:5-7  For this you 
know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an 
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of 
these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of (the) disobedience. Therefore do not be partakers 
with them; 

15. The church will be delivered from the main outpouring of God's wrath.  1 Thes 1:10  and to wait for 
His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, {that is} Jesus, who delivers us from the wrath to 
come.    

16. It is not our destiny.  1 Thes 5:9  For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ,   

17. At the unleashing of the Sixth Seal at the outset of the Tribulation, God's wrath is evident.  Rev 
6:16-17  and they said to the mountains and to the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the presence of 
Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; for the great day of their wrath has come; 
and who is able to stand?" 

18. The blowing of the Seventh Trumpet confirmed this fact.  Rev 11:18-19  "And the nations were 
enraged, and Thy wrath came (AAI ERCHOMAI = was already there, completed), and the time came 
for the dead to be judged, and the time to give their reward to Thy bond-servants the prophets and to the 
saints and to those who fear Thy name, the small and the great, and to destroy those who destroy the 
earth." And the temple of God which is in heaven was opened; and the ark of His covenant appeared in 
His temple, and there were flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder and an earthquake and a 
great hailstorm. 

19. Tribulational Believers who take the Mark of the Beast will face incredible temporal torment.  Rev 
14:9-10  And another angel, a third one, followed them, saying with a loud voice, "If anyone worships the 
beast and his image, and receives a mark on his forehead or upon his hand (cf 13:16-17; 16:2; 19:20; 
20:4), he also will drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is mixed in full strength in the cup of His 
anger; and he will be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the 
presence of the Lamb. 

20. God does not forget about the wrath Babylon the Great deserves.  Rev 16:19  And the great city was 
split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. And Babylon the great was remembered before 
God, to give her the cup of the wine of His fierce wrath.    

21. The Lord's return at the Second Advent completes God's wrath.  Rev 19:15-16  And from His mouth 
comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may smite the nations; and He will rule them with a rod of iron; 
and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty. And on His robe and on His thigh 
He has a name written, "KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS." 
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The End: 
1. When the phrase "the end" occurs, one must determine which "end" is in view. 
2. Even carnal believers are confirmed until the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.   1 Cor 1:4-8  I thank my 

God always concerning you, for the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus, that in everything 
you were enriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge, even as the testimony concerning Christ was 
confirmed in you, so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who shall also confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

3. We must live our lives ready for "the end" when we stand in front of our Lord.  1 Pet 4:7-8  The end 
of all things is at hand; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit for the purpose of prayer. Above 
all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins. 
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1 Thessalonians 2:17-20 
The Concern of the Apostle 

 
1. The Past: The Work of Faith (1:1-3:13) 

A. The Commendation of the Thessalonians (1:1-10) 
B. The Character Of The Communicator.  2:1-12 
C. The Conduct of the Thessalonians (2:13-16) 
D. The Concern of the Apostle (2:17-20) 

 
1 Thes 2:17 = The Desire for Renewed Relationship 
 
But we, brethren, having been bereft of you for a short while-- in person, not in spirit (KARDIA)-- were all 
the more eager (AAI SPOUDADZW = be diligent; zeal, speed, honest effort) with great desire (EPITHUMIA = 
desire upon desire, great desire) to see your face. 
 
Summary: 
1. Kindred hearts enjoy each other's presence. 
2. Fellowship in the Christian life is part of the joy. 
3. At times, a diligence is required for fellowship to occur. 
 
Diligence 
1. Diligence indicates that there is a tenacity to perform an urgent work.   
2. We should be diligent toward the poor.  Gal 2:10  {They} only {asked} us to remember the poor-- the 

very thing I also was eager to do.  
3. We should be diligent to present unity.  Eph 4:3  being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the 

bond of peace.   
4. We are to be diligent in accurately handling God's word.  2 Tim 2:15  Be diligent to present yourself 

approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth.  
5. It is valid to ask others to make a diligent effort.  2 Tim 4:9,21  Make every effort to come to me soon;  

2 Tim 4:21 Make every effort to come before winter. Eubulus greets you, also Pudens and Linus and 
Claudia and all the brethren.  

6. We are to be diligent to enter the rest that God has for us by faith.  Heb 4:11   Let us therefore be 
diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall through {following} the same example of disobedience.   

7. We are to be diligent in being certain that we are chosen by God.  2 Pet 1:10  Therefore, brethren, be 
all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these 
things, you will never stumble; 

8. Pastors are to be diligent in reminding people about the important things.  2 Pet 1:15  And I will 
also be diligent that at any time after my departure you may be able to call these things to mind.    

9. We should be diligent in our quest to stand before our Lord, as He would want us.  2 pet 3:14  
Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and 
blameless,   (NAS) 

 
Desires/Lusts: 
1. A strong desire is an emotion that is not in and of itself sinful. 
2. These emotions, as in our verse can be directed toward good. 
3. The Lord Himself experienced the strength of this type of desire the night before the cross.  Luke 

22:15-16  And He said to them, "I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; for 
I say to you, I shall never again eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God." 

4. All too frequently though, this desire is motivated by pure selfishness.  Mark 4:18-19  "And others 
are the ones on whom seed was sown among the thorns; these are the ones who have heard the word, 
and the worries of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things enter in and 
choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 

5. Satan has his own group of desires.  John 8:44  "You are of your father the devil, and you want to do 
the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, 
because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature; for he is a 
liar, and the father of lies. 

6. God lets a person in idolatry pursue these lusts.  Rom 1:24-25  Therefore God gave them over in the 
lusts of their hearts to impurity, that their bodies might be dishonored among them. For they exchanged 
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the truth of God for a lie, and worshipped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed 
forever. Amen. 

7. Only the Holy Spirit can keep us from carrying out fleshly desires.  Gal 5:16  But I say, walk by the 
Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.  

8. We in fact have to "nail them to the cross."  Gal 5:24-26  Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have 
crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. Let 
us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another. 

9. An inordinate desire for wealth will bring ruin.  1 Tim 6:9-12  But those who want to get rich fall into 
temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction. 
For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from 
the faith, and pierced themselves with many a pang. But flee from these things, you man of God; and 
pursue righteousness, Godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness. Fight the good fight of faith; 
take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and you made the good confession in the presence 
of many witnesses. 

10. Selfish desires will permeate the church in the last days.  2 Tim 4:3-4  For the time will come when 
they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for 
themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires; and will turn away their ears from the truth, and 
will turn aside to myths. 

11. Satan will use your strong desires to tempt you to evil.  James 1:13-16  Let no one say when he is 
tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt 
anyone.  But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. Then when lust 
has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.  Do not be 
deceived, my beloved brethren. 

12. We are not to have a strong desire for worldly things as that indicates a love of the world.  1 John 
2:15-17    (this verse puts emotion into love)  Do not love the world, nor the things in the world. If anyone 
loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the 
lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. And the world is 
passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God abides forever. 

 
1 Thes 2:18 = The Enemy does not Want it 
 
For we wanted (AAI THELW) to come to you-- I, Paul, more than once-- and yet Satan thwarted (AAI 
EGKOPTW = to cut into; impede by breaking up a road or placing an obstacle in front of; hinder) us. 
 
Satan does not want you to have fellowship with other Believers. 
 
Hinder 
1. Part of being considerate of others is the desire not to hinder them as they conduct business.  

Acts 24:4  "But, that I may not weary you any further, I beg you to grant us, by your kindness, a brief 
hearing.  

2. While carrying out God's assignment, you may be hindered in carrying out legitimate desires.  
Rom 15:22  For this reason I have often been hindered from coming to you;  

3. Satan is good at hindering our obedience.  Gal 5:7  You were running well; who hindered you from 
obeying the truth?  

4. A husband who does not honor his wife will have his prayers hindered.  1 Pet 3:7  You husbands 
likewise, live with {your wives} in an understanding way, as with a weaker vessel, since she is a woman; 
and grant her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered.  

 
Satan 
1.   His Person 
2.   His Poison 
3.   His Ploys 
4.   His Power 
5.   His Patrols 
6.   His Passing 
 
His Person 
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1. Satan is a deceiver.  Rev 12:9   And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called 
the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels 
were thrown down with him. 

2. Satan is really a coward.  James 4:7  Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from 
you.   

3. Satan is the real adversary.  1 Pet 5:8-10  Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the 
devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  But resist him, firm in your faith, 
knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the 
world.  And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal 
glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you. 

4. Some Tribulational demons resemble Satan.  Rev 9:19  For the power of the horses is in their mouths 
and in their tails; for their tails are like serpents and have heads; and with them they do harm.   

5. Satan seeks to destroy.  Rev 12:15  And the serpent poured water like a river out of his mouth after the 
woman, so that he might cause her to be swept away with the flood.    

6. The devil is an enemy who "produces" offspring.  Matt 13:37-39  And He answered and said, "The 
one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man, and the field is the world; and as for the good seed, 
these are the sons of the kingdom; and the tares are the sons of the evil one;  and the enemy who sowed 
them is the devil, and the harvest is the end of the age; and the reapers are angels. 

7. People who are on the devil's side are murderers and liars.   John 8:44-45  "You are of your father 
the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and 
does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks 
from his own nature; for he is a liar, and the father of lies. "But because I speak the truth, you do not 
believe Me. 

 
His Poison 
1. Satan has an in-depth "theology."  Rev 2:24-25  'But I say to you, the rest who are in Thyatira, who do 

not hold this teaching, who have not known the deep things of Satan, as they call them-- I place no 
other burden on you. 'Nevertheless what you have, hold fast until I come. 

2. His poison is the offer of godhood.  Gen 3:1-7  Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the 
field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, "Indeed, has God said, 'You shall not 
eat from any tree of the garden'?" And the woman said to the serpent, "From the fruit of the trees of the 
garden we may eat; but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God has said, 'You 
shall not eat from it or touch it, lest you die.'"  And the serpent said to the woman, "You surely shall not 
die!  "For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil."  When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight 
to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she 
gave also to her husband with her, and he ate.  Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they 
knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loin coverings. 

3. Satan wants you to fall even though he gets part of the blame.  Gen 3:13-15  Then the LORD God 
said to the woman, "What is this you have done?" And the woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I 
ate." And the LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, cursed are you more than all 
cattle, and more than every beast of the field; On your belly shall you go, and dust shall you eat all the 
days of your life;  And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her 
seed; He shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel." 

4. Even people on Satan’s side had better beware of his venom.  Isa 14:26-29  "This is the plan devised 
against the whole earth; and this is the hand that is stretched out against all the nations. "For the LORD 
of hosts has planned, and who can frustrate it? And as for His stretched-out hand, who can turn it back?"  
In the year that King Ahaz died this oracle came: "Do not rejoice, O Philistia, all of you, because the rod 
that struck you is broken; for from the serpent's root a viper will come out, and its fruit will be a flying 
serpent. 

5. Satan's main deception is to make difficult the simplicity of devotion to Jesus Christ.  2 Cor 11:3  
But I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds should be led astray from 
the simplicity and purity {of devotion} to Christ.   

6. People who set their minds on man's interests and not God's are tools of Satan.  Matt 16:21-23  
From that time Jesus Christ began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many 
things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day.  And 
Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, "God forbid it, Lord! This shall never happen to 
You." But He turned and said to Peter, "Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you 
are not setting your mind on God's interests, but man's." 
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7. The tongue of evil men is a means that Satan uses to spread his poison.  Ps 140:1-4  Rescue me, O 
LORD, from evil men; preserve me from violent men, Who devise evil things in their hearts; they 
continually stir up wars. They sharpen their tongues as a serpent; poison of a viper is under their lips. 
Selah. Keep me, O LORD, from the hands of the wicked; preserve me from violent men, who have 
purposed to trip up my feet. 

8. Satan's temptations work when there is a lack of self-control.  1 Cor 7:5  Stop depriving one another, 
except by agreement for a time that you may devote yourselves to prayer, and come together again lest 
Satan tempt you because of your lack of self-control. 

9. Too much wine inflicts the serpent's bite.  Prov 23:31-33  Do not look on the wine when it is red, when 
it sparkles in the cup, when it goes down smoothly; At the last it bites like a serpent, and stings like a 
viper. Your eyes will see strange things, and your mind will utter perverse things. 

 
His Ploys 
1. Satan wages angelic war.  Rev 12:7-8  And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging 

war with the dragon. And the dragon and his angels waged war, and they were not strong enough, and 
there was no longer a place found for them in heaven. 

2. Satan accuses the brethren before god and persecutes believers on earth.  Rev 12:10-17  And I 
heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God 
and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, who 
accuses them before our God day and night.  "And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb 
and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even to death. "For this reason, 
rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them. Woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has 
come down to you, having great wrath, knowing that he has only a short time." And when the dragon saw 
that he was thrown down to the earth, he persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male child.  And 
the two wings of the great eagle were given to the woman, in order that she might fly into the wilderness 
to her place, where she was nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the presence of the 
serpent.  And the serpent poured water like a river out of his mouth after the woman, so that he might 
cause her to be swept away with the flood.  And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its 
mouth and drank up the river which the dragon poured out of his mouth. And the dragon was enraged 
with the woman, and went off to make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the commandments of 
God and hold to the testimony of Jesus. 

3. Satan is a master at temptation and no one is immune from his ploys.  Matt 4:1-11  Then Jesus was 
led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And after He had fasted forty days and 
forty nights, He then became hungry. And the tempter came and said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, 
command that these stones become bread." But He answered and said, "It is written, 'Man shall not live 
on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.'" Then the devil took Him into 
the holy city; and he had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, "If You are the Son of 
God throw Yourself down; for it is written, 'He will give His angels charge concerning You'; and 'On their 
hands they will bear You up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.'" Jesus said to him, "On the other 
hand, it is written, 'You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.'" Again, the devil took Him to a very 
high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world, and their glory; and he said to Him, "All 
these things will I give You, if You fall down and worship me." Then Jesus said to him, "Begone, Satan! 
For it is written, 'You shall worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.'"  Then the devil left Him; and 
behold, angels came and began to minister to Him. 

4. Satan offers you what god has already given you.  Matt 4:1-11 
5. Religious Pharisees attribute the Lord's miracles to Satan.  Matt 12:24-26  But when the Pharisees 

heard it, they said, "This man casts out demons only by Beelzebul the ruler of the demons." And knowing 
their thoughts He said to them, "Any kingdom divided against itself is laid waste; and any city or house 
divided against itself shall not stand. "And if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself; how 
then shall his kingdom stand? 

6. Satan counterfeits the Lord's power.  Exod 7:9-13  "When Pharaoh speaks to you, saying, 'Work a 
miracle,' then you shall say to Aaron, 'Take your staff and throw it down before Pharaoh, that it may 
become a serpent.'" So Moses and Aaron came to Pharaoh, and thus they did just as the LORD had 
commanded; and Aaron threw his staff down before Pharaoh and his servants, and it became a serpent. 
Then Pharaoh also called for the wise men and the sorcerers, and they also, the magicians of Egypt, did 
the same with their secret arts. For each one threw down his staff and they turned into serpents. But 
Aaron's staff swallowed up their staffs. Yet Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he did not listen to them, 
as the LORD had said. 
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7. Satan will seek to take away what you hear from the word of God.  Mark 4:15  "And these are the 
ones who are beside the road where the word is sown; and when they hear, immediately Satan comes 
and takes away the word which has been sown in them. 

8. Satan seeks to get believers to worship the symbol of the reality.  2 Kings 18:1-5  Now it came 
about in the third year of Hoshea, the son of Elah king of Israel, that Hezekiah the son of Ahaz king of 
Judah became king. He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned twenty-nine 
years in Jerusalem; and his mother's name was Abi the daughter of Zechariah. And he did right in the 
sight of the LORD, according to all that his father David had done. He removed the high places and broke 
down the sacred pillars and cut down the Asherah. He also broke in pieces the bronze serpent that 
Moses had made, for until those days the sons of Israel burned incense to it; and it was called 
Nehushtan. He trusted in the LORD, the God of Israel; so that after him there was none like him among 
all the kings of Judah, nor among those who were before him. 

9. Satan takes advantage of unforgiving Christians.  2 Cor 2:8-11  Wherefore I urge you to reaffirm your 
love for him. For to this end also I wrote that I might put you to the test, whether you are obedient in all 
things. But  your sakes in the presence of Christ, in order that no advantage be taken of us by Satan; for 
we are not ignorant of his schemes. 

10. Satan disguises himself to look good. 2 Cor 11:13-15  For such men are false apostles, deceitful 
workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself 
as an angel of light. Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of 
righteousness; whose end shall be according to their deeds. 

11. Satan twists righteousness for selfish reasons.  Acts 13:9-10  But Saul, who was also known as Paul, 
filled with the Holy Spirit, fixed his gaze upon him, and said, "You who are full of all deceit and fraud, you 
son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease to make crooked the straight 
ways of the Lord? 

12. Satan will seize upon even valid attitudes that are held for too long.  Eph 4:26-27  Be angry, and yet do not sin; 
do not let the sun go down on your anger,  and do not give the devil an opportunity. 

13. The devil schemes to take believers captive.  Eph 6:10-12  Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the 
strength of His might.  Put on the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm against the 
schemes of the devil. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the 
heavenly places. 

14. Arrogance is a trap that Satan uses that can snare any and every believer.  1 Tim 3:6-7  and not a 
new convert, lest he become conceited and fall into the condemnation incurred by the devil.  And he 
must have a good reputation with those outside the church, so that he may not fall into reproach and the 
snare of the devil. 

15. Satan uses malicious gossip both to ensnare and entrap believers.  1 Tim 3:11 (hurts both)  Women 
{must} likewise {be} dignified, not malicious gossips, but temperate, faithful in all things.   

16. When correction comes from the Lord's bond-servant, it should seek to help others escape the 
devil's snare.  2 Tim 2:24-26  And the Lord's bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, 
able to teach, patient when wronged, with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps 
God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth, and they may come to their 
senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will. 

17. Satan-bred arrogance caused by prosperity lets one forget the Lord's deliverance. Deut 8:11-19  
"Beware lest you forget the LORD your God by not keeping His commandments and His ordinances and 
His statutes which I am commanding you today;  lest, when you have eaten and are satisfied, and have 
built good houses and lived in them, and when your herds and your flocks multiply, and your silver and 
gold multiply, and all that you have multiplies, then your heart becomes proud, and you forget the LORD 
your God who brought you out from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. "He led you through 
the great and terrible wilderness, with its fiery serpents and scorpions and thirsty ground where there was 
no water; He brought water for you out of the rock of flint. "In the wilderness He fed you manna which 
your fathers did not know, that He might humble you and that He might test you, to do good for you in the 
end. "Otherwise, you may say in your heart, 'My power and the strength of my hand made me this 
wealth.' "But you shall remember the LORD your God, for it is He who is giving you power to make 
wealth, that He may confirm His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day. "And it shall 
come about if you ever forget the LORD your God, and go after other Gods and serve them and worship 
them, I testify against you today that you shall surely perish. 
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His Power 
1. Satan has authority.  Acts 26:16-18  'But arise, and stand on your feet; for this purpose I have appeared 

to you, to appoint you a minister and a witness not only to the things which you have seen, but also to the 
things in which I will appear to you; delivering you from the Jewish people and from the Gentiles, to whom 
I am sending you, to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion 
of Satan to God, in order that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who 
have been sanctified by faith in Me. ' 

2. Satan has a power associated with death, which is fear.  Heb 2:14-15  Since then the children share 
in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render 
powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil; and might deliver those who through fear 
of death were subject to slavery all their lives. 

3. Satan can bind people with sickness.  Luke 13:11-17  And behold, there was a woman who for 
eighteen years had had a sickness caused by a spirit; and she was bent double, and could not straighten 
up at all. And when Jesus saw her, He called her over and said to her, "Woman, you are freed from your 
sickness." And He laid His hands upon her; and immediately she was made erect again, and began 
glorifying God. And the synagogue official, indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, began 
saying to the multitude in response, "There are six days in which work should be done; therefore come 
during them and get healed, and not on the Sabbath day." But the Lord answered him and said, "You 
hypocrites, does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the stall, and lead him 
away to water him? "And this woman, a daughter of Abraham as she is, whom Satan has bound for 
eighteen long years, should she not have been released from this bond on the Sabbath day?" And as He 
said this, all His opponents were being humiliated; and the entire multitude was rejoicing over all the 
glorious things being done by Him. 

4. Satan has possessed people.  Luke 22:3-5  And Satan entered into Judas who was called Iscariot, 
belonging to the number of the twelve. And he went away and discussed with the chief priests and 
officers how he might betray Him to them. And they were glad, and agreed to give him money.  John 
13:27 And after the morsel, Satan then entered into him. Jesus therefore said to him, "What you do, do 
quickly."    

5. Satan can demand permission to put you through the grinder.  Luke 22:31-34  "Simon, Simon, 
behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat; but I have prayed for you, that your 
faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers." And he said to 
Him, "Lord, with You I am ready to go both to prison and to death!" And He said, "I say to you, Peter, the 
cock will not crow today until you have denied three times that you know Me." 

6. Satan can fill a person's heart with lies to God.  Acts 5:3  But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan 
filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit, and to keep back {some} of the price of the land?   

7. Satan can be given permission to destroy man's body.  1 Cor 5:1-5  It is actually reported that there 
is immorality among you, and immorality of such a kind as does not exist even among the Gentiles, that 
someone has his father's wife.  And you have become arrogant, and have not mourned instead, in order 
that the one who had done this deed might be removed from your midst. For I, on my part, though absent 
in body but present in spirit, have already judged him who has so committed this, as though I were 
present. In the name of our Lord Jesus, when you are assembled, and I with you in spirit, with the power 
of our Lord Jesus, I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, that his 
spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 

8. Satan is active in the area of signs and false wonders.  2 Thes 2:8-10  And then that lawless one will 
be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance 
of His coming; that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and 
signs and false wonders, and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did 
not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved. 

9. Satan will empower the antichrist during the Tribulation.  Rev 13:1-5  And he stood on the sand of 
the seashore. And I saw a beast coming up out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads, and on his 
horns were ten diadems, and on his heads were blasphemous names.  And the beast which I saw was 
like a leopard, and his feet were like those of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. And the 
dragon gave him his power and his throne and great authority. And I saw one of his heads as if it had 
been slain, and his fatal wound was healed. And the whole earth was amazed and followed after the 
beast; and they worshipped the dragon, because he gave his authority to the beast; and they worshipped 
the beast, saying, "Who is like the beast, and who is able to wage war with him?" And there was given to 
him a mouth speaking arrogant words and blasphemies; and authority to act for forty-two months was 
given to him. 
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10. Satan will be the source behind the words of the false prophet of the Tribulation.  Rev 13:11-13  
And I saw another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spoke as a 
dragon. And he exercises all the authority of the first beast in his presence. And he makes the earth and 
those who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose fatal wound was healed. And he performs great 
signs, so that he even makes fire come down out of heaven to the earth in the presence of men. 

11. These three will form an unholy trinity.  Rev 16:12-15  And the sixth angel poured out his bowl upon 
the great river, the Euphrates; and its water was dried up, that the way might be prepared for the kings 
from the east.  And I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast and 
out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs; for they are spirits of demons, 
performing signs, which go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them together for the war of 
the great day of God, the Almighty. ("Behold, I am coming like a thief. Blessed is the one who stays 
awake and keeps his garments, lest he walk about naked and men see his shame.") 

12. Satan can put evil into the hearts of men.  John 13:1-2  Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus 
knowing that His hour had come that He should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His 
own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.  And during supper, the devil having already put 
into the heart of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon, to betray Him, 

13. Satan can oppress people.  Acts 10:36-38  "The word which He sent to the sons of Israel, preaching 
peace through Jesus Christ (He is Lord of all)--you yourselves know the thing which took place 
throughout all Judea, starting from Galilee, after the baptism which John proclaimed.  "You know of Jesus 
of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing 
good, and healing all who were oppressed by the devil; for God was with Him. 

14. The devil wants you "locked up", i.e. not in active service for the Lord.  Rev 2:10  'Do not fear what 
you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, that you may be 
tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. 

15. The Lord has the ultimate power over the serpent.  Exod 4:1-4   Then Moses answered and said, 
"What if they will not believe me, or listen to what I say? For they may say, 'The LORD has not appeared 
to you.'"  And the LORD said to him, "What is that in your hand?" And he said, "A staff." Then He said, 
"Throw it on the ground." So he threw it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from it.  
But the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand and grasp it by its tail"-- so he stretched out his hand 
and caught it, and it became a staff in his hand-- 

 
His Patrols 
1. Satan has messengers that can afflict believers.  2 Cor 12:7  And because of the surpassing 

greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn 
in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to buffet me-- to keep me from exalting myself! 

2. At times, the only way hard-headed believers can be taught is to be delivered over to Satan.  1 Tim 
1:18-20  This command I entrust to you, Timothy, my son, in accordance with the prophecies previously 
made concerning you, that by them you may fight the good fight, keeping faith and a good conscience, 
which some have rejected and suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith. Among these are Hymenaeus 
and Alexander, whom I have delivered over to Satan, so that they may be taught not to blaspheme. 

3. Even believers can begin to follow Satan.  1 Tim 5:14-15  Therefore, I want younger widows to get 
married, bear children, keep house, and give the enemy no occasion for reproach; for some have 
already turned aside to follow Satan. 

4. Liars spread Satan’s venom.  Ps 58:3-5  The wicked are estranged from the womb; these who speak 
lies go astray from birth. They have venom like the venom of a serpent; like a deaf cobra that stops up its 
ear, So that it does not hear the voice of charmers, or a skillful caster of spells. 

5. A lifestyle of sin indicates that one is of the devil.  1 John 3:7-11  Little children, let no one deceive 
you; the one who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous;  the one who practices 
sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this 
purpose, that He might destroy the works of the devil. No one who is born of God practices sin, because 
His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. By this the children of God and the 
children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the 
one who does not love his brother. For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that 
we should love one another; 

6. The devil seeks people and things to turn into idols.  Jude 1:9  But Michael the archangel, when he 
disputed with the devil and argued about the body of Moses, did not dare pronounce against him a 
railing judgment, but said, "The Lord rebuke you." 

7. Some people who continually test the Lord will be destroyed by Satan’s allies.  1 Cor 10:9  Nor let 
us try the Lord, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the serpents.    



69 

8. Satan has his own assemblies.  Rev 2:8-11  "And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: The first 
and the last, who was dead, and has come to life, says this: 'I know your tribulation and your poverty (but 
you are ich), and the blasphemy by those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of 
Satan. 'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into 
prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will 
give you the crown of life. 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who 
overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death.' 

9. Satan sets up an earthly headquarters.  Rev 2:12-13  "And to the angel of the church in Pergamum 
write: The One who has the sharp two-edged sword says this: 'I know where you dwell, where Satan's 
throne is; and you hold fast My name, and did not deny My faith, even in the days of Antipas, My witness, 
My faithful one, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells. 

10. Some entire groups of people will be known for the satanic venom they emit.  Gen 49:17-18  "Dan shall be a 
serpent in the way, a horned snake in the path, that bites the horse's heels, so that his rider falls backward. "For Thy 
salvation I wait, O LORD. 

11. Enemies of the Lord spread Satan’s venom.  Deut 32:30-33   "How could one chase a thousand, and 
two put ten thousand to flight, unless their Rock had sold them, and the LORD had given them up? 
"Indeed their rock is not like our Rock, even our enemies themselves judge this. "For their vine is from the 
vine of Sodom, and from the fields of Gomorrah; their grapes are grapes of poison, their clusters, bitter.  
"Their wine is the venom of serpents, and the deadly poison of cobras. 

12. Malicious gossip will be rampant during the "last days." 2 Tim 3:2-5  For men will be lovers of self, 
lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, 
irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, treacherous, reckless, 
conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; holding to a form of Godliness, although they 
have denied its power; and avoid such men as these. 

 
His Passing 
1. We need to remember that the fall of Satan was caused by pride and therefore rejoice in our 

salvation rather than the gifts that god gives us.  Luke 10:17-20  And the seventy returned with joy, 
saying, "Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name."  And He said to them, "I was watching 
Satan fall from heaven like lightning.  (PRIDE) "Behold, I have given you authority to tread upon 
serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall injure you.  "Nevertheless 
do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are recorded in 
heaven." 

2. The Lord took our judgment which defeated Satan.  John 3:14  "And as Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up;   

3. The Lake of Fire was created especially for the devil and his angels.  Matt 25:40-43  "And the King 
will answer and say to them, 'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of 
Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.'  "Then He will also say to those on His left, 'Depart from 
Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels;  for I 
was hungry, and you gave Me nothing to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me nothing to drink;  I was a 
stranger, and you did not invite Me in; naked, and you did not clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did 
not visit Me.' 

4. Satan has ultimately been defeated.  Rom 16:19-20  For the report of your obedience has reached to 
all; therefore I am rejoicing over you, but I want you to be wise in what is good, and innocent in what is 
evil. And the God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with 
you. 

5. Satan stood in opposition to Jesus Christ seeking to devour him-but lost.  Rev 12:3-6  And another 
sign appeared in heaven: and behold, a great red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and on 
his heads were seven diadems. And his tail swept away a third of the stars of heaven, and threw them to 
the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she gave 
birth he might devour her child. And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule all the nations 
with a rod of iron; and her child was caught up to God and to His throne. And the woman fled into the 
wilderness where she had a place prepared by God, so that there she might be nourished for one 
thousand two hundred and sixty days. 

6. Assemblies of Satan will come to know that the Lord loves his church.  Rev 3:7-10  "And to the 
angel of the church in Philadelphia write: He who is holy, who is true, who has the key of David, who 
opens and no one will shut, and who shuts and no one opens, says this: 'I know your deeds. Behold, I 
have put before you an open door which no one can shut, because you have a little power, and have kept 
My word, and have not denied My name. 'Behold, I will cause those of the synagogue of Satan, who say 



70 

that they are Jews, and are not, but lie-- behold, I will make them to come and bow down at your feet, and 
to know that I have loved you. 'Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you 
from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell 
upon the earth. 

7. Those who stand in front of the Lord at the Second Advent in evil unbelief will eat dust.  Micah 
7:15-17  "As in the days when you came out from the land of Egypt, I will show you miracles."  Nations 
will see and be ashamed of all their might. They will put their hand on their mouth, their ears will be deaf.  
They will lick the dust like a serpent, like reptiles of the earth. They will come trembling out of their 
fortresses; to the LORD our God they will come in dread, and they will be afraid before Thee. 

8. Satan will be bound in the abyss for the millennium.  Rev 20:1-8  And I saw an angel coming down 
from heaven, having the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold of the dragon, 
the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, and threw him into 
the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he should not deceive the nations any longer, until 
the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for a short time. And I saw 
thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had 
been beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had 
not worshipped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark upon their forehead and upon their 
hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. The rest of the dead did not 
come to life until the thousand years were completed. This is the first resurrection.  Blessed and holy is 
the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will 
be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years. And when the thousand 
years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison, and will come out to deceive the nations 
which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together for the war; the 
number of them is like the sand of the seashore.   

9. Satan will not poison anyone during the millennium.  Isa 65:19-25  "I will also rejoice in Jerusalem, 
and be glad in My people; and there will no longer be heard in her the voice of weeping and the sound of 
crying.  "No longer will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not live 
out his days; for the youth will die at the age of one hundred and the one who does not reach the age of 
one hundred shall be thought accursed.  "And they shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall also 
plant vineyards and eat their fruit.  "They shall not build, and another inhabit, they shall not plant, and 
another eat; for as the lifetime of a tree, so shall be the days of My people, and My chosen ones shall 
wear out the work of their hands.  "They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they are 
the offspring of those blessed by the LORD, and their descendants with them. "It will also come to pass 
that before they call, I will answer; and while they are still speaking, I will hear. "The wolf and the lamb 
shall graze together, and the lion shall eat straw like the ox; and dust shall be the serpent's food. They 
shall do no evil or harm in all My holy mountain," says the LORD. 

10. His end is sure.  Rev 20:10  And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night 
forever and ever. 

 
Battling The Beast - Recognize And Resist: 
1. Believers are to become as wise as serpents, but be innocent in their dealings.  Matt 10:16  

"Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; therefore be shrewd as serpents, and innocent 
as doves.    

2. One who is acting like Satan had better begin looking for an escape from hell.  Matt 23:33  "You 
serpents, you brood of vipers, how shall you escape the sentence of hell?   

3. Any power we may have over the enemy comes directly from the Lord.  Luke 10:19  "Behold, I have 
given you authority to tread upon serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and 
nothing shall injure you.  

4. Never think yourself smarter than the serpent.  Prov 30:18-19  There are three things which are too 
wonderful for me, four which I do not understand:  The way of an eagle in the sky, the way of a serpent 
on a rock, the way of a ship in the middle of the sea, and the way of a man with a maid. 

5. A poisonous snake is not considered a good gift to give a child.  Matt 7:10   "Or if he shall ask for a 
fish, he will not give him a snake, will he?   

6. One of the most important parts of repentance is recognizing that the serpent is judged.  Num 
21:6-9  And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people and they bit the people, so that many people 
of Israel died. So the people came to Moses and said, "We have sinned, because we have spoken 
against the LORD and you; intercede with the LORD, that He may remove the serpents from us." And 
Moses interceded for the people. Then the LORD said to Moses, "Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a 
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standard; and it shall come about, that everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, he shall live." And 
Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on the standard; and it came about, that if a serpent bit any man, 
when he looked to the bronze serpent, he lived. 

7. Human effort may reveal a snake on the other side of the wall.  Eccl 10:8-12  He who digs a pit may 
fall into it, and a serpent may bite him who breaks through a wall. He who quarries stones may be hurt by 
them, and he who splits logs may be endangered by them. If the axe is dull and he does not sharpen its 
edge, then he must exert more strength. Wisdom has the advantage of giving success. If the serpent 
bites before being charmed, there is no profit for the charmer.  Words from the mouth of a wise man are 
gracious, while the lips of a fool consume him; 

8. The Lord Jesus Christ was given power over the serpent.  Ps 91:11-14  For He will give His angels 
charge concerning you, to guard you in all your ways. They will bear you up in their hands, lest you strike 
your foot against a stone. You will tread upon the lion and cobra, the young lion and the serpent you will 
trample down. "Because he has loved me, therefore I will deliver him; I will set him securely on high, 
because he has known My name. 

9. Some Tribulational believers will be delivered from satan.  Rev 12:14  And the two wings of the great 
eagle were given to the woman, in order that she might fly into the wilderness to her place, where she 
was nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent.   

10. Human beings can act like the devil himself.  John 6:70-71  Jesus answered them, "Did I Myself not 
choose you, the twelve, and yet one of you is a devil?"  Now He meant Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, 
for he, one of the twelve, was going to betray Him. 

11. Believers can get so involved in evil that the Lord turns evil loose on them.  Jer 8:16-17  From Dan 
is heard the snorting of his horses; at the sound of the neighing of his stallions the whole land quakes; for 
they come and devour the land and its fulness, the city and its inhabitants.  "For behold, I am sending 
serpents against you, Adders, for which there is no charm, and they will bite you," declares the LORD. 

12. They can move so silently that one won't hear them coming.  Jer 46:20-22  "Egypt is a pretty heifer, 
but a horsefly is coming from the north-- it is coming!  "Also her mercenaries in her midst are like fattened 
calves, for even they too have turned back and have fled away together; they did not stand their ground. 
For the day of their calamity has come upon them, the time of their punishment.  "Its sound moves along 
like a serpent; for they move on like an army and come to her as woodcutters with axes. 

13. There is no earthly place to hide from the serpent.  Amos 9:1-4  I saw the Lord standing beside the 
altar, and He said, "Smite the capitals so that the thresholds will shake, and break them on the heads of 
them all! Then I will slay the rest of them with the sword; they will not have a fugitive who will flee, or a 
refugee who will escape.  "Though they dig into Sheol, from there shall My hand take them; and though 
they ascend to heaven, from there will I bring them down.  "And though they hide on the summit of 
Carmel, I will search them out and take them from there; and though they conceal themselves from My 
sight on the floor of the sea, from there I will command the serpent and it will bite them. "And though they 
go into captivity before their enemies, from there I will command the sword that it slay them, and I will set 
My eyes against them for evil and not for good." 

 
1 Thes 2:19 = The Crown-Others Relationship with the Lord 
 
For who (inter. p.n. TIS = a person) is our hope (ELPIS) or joy (CHARA) or crown (STEPHANOS) of 
exultation (KAUCH8SIS = the act of boasting/glorying)? Is it not even you, in the presence (EMPROSTHEN) 
of our Lord Jesus at His coming (PAROUSIA = compound word of para + eimi = to be alongside; it often meant 
the arrival of a king)? 
 
Summary: 
1. Paul points out three specific areas in which the Thessalonians have blessed him. 
2. First, Paul sees the Thessalonian church as tangible evidence of his confidence in the Lord. (a 

pastor has a confidence in the Lord and desires others to   have the same-when he sees it in others, it 
bolsters it in him) 

3. Second, to watch them become a model church has built a great joy in Paul that is based on 
grace. 

4. Third, to Paul they are not the work necessary to get the crown, but are the crown.  (they are a part 
of Paul’s crown, but to Paul they are the crown) 

Principle:  we should love others enough to rejoice that they are part of God's family and not just as a 
feather in our cap. 
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Crowns: 
1. All crowns are based on the crown of thorns that Jesus wore, thus they involve sacrifice.  (thorns 

takes us to the Sin of Adam-thus victory over the Sin Nature) Matt 27:29  And after weaving a crown of 
thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand; and they kneeled down before Him and 
mocked Him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!"  Mark 15:17 And they dressed Him up in purple, and after 
weaving a crown of thorns, they put it on Him;  John 19:2  And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and 
put it on His head, and arrayed Him in a purple robe;   John 19:5  Jesus therefore came out, wearing the 
crown of thorns and the purple robe. And {Pilate} said to them, "Behold, the Man!"   

2. The Lord Himself has the real gold crown.  Rev 14:14  And I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and 
sitting on the cloud {was} one like a son of man, having a golden crown on His head, and a sharp sickle in 
His hand.  

3. The antichrist is given a crown by man.  Rev 6:2  And I looked, and behold, a white horse, and he who 
sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him; and he went out conquering, and to conquer. 

4. Demons wear crowns of fool's gold.  Rev 9:7  And the appearance of the locusts was like horses 
prepared for battle; and on their heads, as it were, crowns like gold, and their faces were like the faces of 
men.  

5. Israel's crown was the twelve tribes.  Rev 12:1  And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman 
clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars; 

6. Crowns from the Lord are not perishable, like human crowns.  1 Cor 9:25  And everyone who 
competes in the games exercises self-control in all things. They then {do it} to receive a perishable 
wreath, but we an imperishable.  

7. These crowns are directly related to the relationships that are built with others.  Phil 4:1  Therefore, 
my beloved brethren whom I long {to see}, my joy and crown, so stand firm in the Lord, my beloved.  

8. The crown comes from an unselfish attitude that wants to see others make it and helps them.  1 
Thes 2:19  For who is our hope or joy or crown of exultation? Is it not even you, in the presence of our 
Lord Jesus at His coming?  

9. There is the Crown of Righteousness which is given for fighting the good fight, keeping the faith, 
and living your life in view of the Lord's return.  2 Tim 4:8  in the future there is laid up for me the 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to 
me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.   

10. There is the Crown of Life given to those who persevere in their love for the Lord.  James 1:12  
Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of 
life, which {the Lord} has promised to those who love Him.  Rev 2:10 `Do not fear what you are about to 
suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will 
have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.   

11. There is the Crown of Glory given to those who use their God-given authority in a sacrificial 
manner.  1 Pet 5:4  And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.   

12. We have to hold on to the Lord so that we do not lose this crown.  Rev 3:11  `I am coming quickly; 
hold fast what you have, in order that no one take your crown.  

13. We must recognize that even these crowns are the result of the grace of our Lord.  Rev 4:4,10   
And around the throne {were} twenty-four thrones; and upon the thrones {I saw} twenty-four elders sitting, 
clothed in white garments, and golden crowns on their heads... the twenty-four elders will fall down before 
Him who sits on the throne, and will worship Him who lives forever and ever, and will cast their crowns 
before the throne, saying,   

 
In The Presence: 
1. When we stand in his presence much will hang on how we conducted ourselves in the presence 

of men.  Matt 5:14-16  "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.  "Nor do men 
light a lamp, and put it under the peck-measure, but on the lampstand; and it gives light to all who are in 
the house.  "Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father who is in heaven. 

2. But self-righteousness toward men will not be rewarded.  Matt 6:1-2  "Beware of practicing your 
righteousness before men to be noticed by them; otherwise you have no reward with your Father who is 
in heaven. "When therefore you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and in the streets, that they may be honored by men. Truly I say to you, they have their 
reward in full. 

3. Those who confess Christ in the presence of men will be named before the Father by the Lord 
Himself.  Matt 10:32-33  "Everyone therefore who shall confess Me before men, I will also confess him 
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before My Father who is in heaven. "But whoever shall deny Me before men, I will also deny him before 
My Father who is in heaven. 

4. We are to be alert at all times that we will stand in the presence of the Son of God.  Luke 21:34-36  
"Be on guard, that your hearts may not be weighted down with dissipation and drunkenness and the 
worries of life, and that day come on you suddenly like a trap; for it will come upon all those who dwell on 
the face of all the earth.  "But keep on the alert at all times, praying in order that you may have strength to 
escape all these things that are about to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man." 

5. We will all stand in front of His judgment seat.  2 Cor 5:9-10  Therefore also we have as our ambition, 
whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, 
whether good or bad. 

6. We are to reach forward to the time we will be in His presence.  Phil 3:13-14  Brethren, I do not 
regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching 
forward to what lies ahead,  I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ 
Jesus. 

7. Faith, hope and love are displayed in the presence of our God.  1 Thes 1:2-3  We give thanks to God 
always for all of you, making mention of you in our prayers; constantly bearing in mind your work of faith 
and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and 
Father, 

8. When we see others advancing we rejoice in the presence of our God.  1 Thes 3:9  For what thanks 
can we render to God for you in return for all the joy with which we rejoice before our God on your 
account, 

9. Our prayer for each other should involve a desire to see one another stand in the presence of our 
God unblamable in holiness.  1 Thes 3:11-13  Now may our God and Father Himself and Jesus our 
Lord direct our way to you; and may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another, 
and for all men, just as we also do for you; so that He may establish your hearts unblamable in holiness 
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints. 

10. When we love in deed and truth, we build confidence in His presence.  1 John 3:18-20  (why 
missionaries come to him with such boldness-motivated by love)  Little children, let us not love with word 
or with tongue, but in deed and truth. We shall know by this that we are of the truth, and shall assure our 
heart before Him, in whatever our heart condemns us; for God is greater than our heart, and knows all 
things. 

 
His Coming: 
1. Mankind has always wanted to know when He would come.  Matt 24:3  And as He was sitting on the 

Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, "Tell us, when will these things be, and what 
will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?" 

2. His return will be as quick as a bolt of lightning.  Matt 24:27-30  "For just as the lightning comes from 
the east, and flashes even to the west, so shall the coming of the Son of Man be. "Wherever the corpse 
is, there the vultures will gather. "But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be 
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the 
heavens will be shaken, and then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes 
of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and 
great glory. 

3. Mankind will be living like the generation before the flood of Noah.  Matt 24:37-39  "For the coming 
of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah "For as in those days which were before the flood they 
were eating and drinking, they were marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the 
ark, and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all away; so shall the coming of the 
Son of Man be. 

4. Concerning the order of the First Resurrection, the church will be resurrected at the Rapture.  1 
Cor 15:23-24  But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His 
coming, then comes the end, when He delivers up the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has 
abolished all rule and all authority and power. 

5. His coming will involve the resurrection of the dead in Christ to unite with those alive in Christ in 
the air.  1 Thes 4:15-18  For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, and 
remain until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself 
will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God; and 
the dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them 
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in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one 
another with these words. 

6. Our desire for each other is that we be completely sanctified at His coming.  1 Thes 5:23  Now may 
the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved 
complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

7. The Lord's return has been an area of distortion for most of the church age.  2 Thes 2:1-2  Now we  
you may not be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a 
letter as if from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come. 

8. When He comes He will end the reign of the antichrist.  2 Thes 2:8  And then that lawless one will be 
revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of 
His coming; 

9. We are to be patient until the Lord comes and strengthen our hearts, being sure not to get 
complacent.  James 5:7-8  Be patient, therefore, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. Behold, the 
farmer waits for the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early and late 
rains. You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 

10. In the last days the enemy will attack the Lord's return with evolutionary theory.  2 Pet 3:3-4  Know 
this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts, 
and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just 
as it was from the beginning of creation." 

11. Preparation for His coming involves holy conduct and godliness.  2 Pet 3:11-12  Since all these 
things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and Godliness, 
looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, on account of which the heavens will be 
destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat! 

12. When the Lord is not at the center of your life, you will shrink away from Him in shame when He 
comes.  1 John 2:28  And now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have 
confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming. 

 
1 Thes 2:20 = The "Crowning" Joy-Relationship in Time 
 
For you are (PAI EIMI = I.e. right now) our glory (DOXA) and joy (CHARA). 
 
Summary: 
1. Paul's glory and joy is found to a large degree in the relationship others have with the Lord. 
2. The Thessalonians are part of Paul’s hope, joy, crown and glory. 
3. Notice that twice he says "joy." 
Principle:  a Christlike relationship with one another brings about one of the greatest joys of mankind. 
4. This Christlike relationship is a fruit of the Holy Spirit.  Gal 5:22-23  But the fruit of the spirit is love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there 
is no law. 

5. This joy produces an unspeakable thankfulness to God.  1 Thes 3:9-10  For what thanks can we 
render to God for you in return for all the joy with which we rejoice before our God on your account  as we 
night and day keep praying most earnestly that we may see your face, and may complete what is lacking 
in your faith? 
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1 Thessalonians 3:1-5 
The Sending of Timothy 

 
1. The Past: The Work of Faith (1:1-3:13) 

A. The Commendation of the Thessalonians (1:1-10) 
B. The Character Of The Communicator.  2:1-12 
C. The Conduct of the Thessalonians (2:13-16) 
D. The Concern of the Apostle (2:17-20) 
E. The Confirmation of the Thessalonians (3:1-10) 

1). The Sending of Timothy (3:1-5) 
 
1 Thes 3:1 = Decision Time:  Can't Do Everything 
 
Therefore (DIO = major conclusion drawn from the previous chapter) when we could endure (PAPTC STEGW = 
to protect or preserve by covering; to keep off something that threatens; like covering your plants; I.e. they were 
weighing heavily on Paul's soul; battling the enemy) it no longer, we thought it best (AAI EUDOKEW) to be left 
behind (APINF KATALEIPW = to leave because of a standard-their well being) at Athens alone; 
 
Their relationship was such that Paul viewed it as a burden to not know of their well-being.  (like a parent 
does with a child) 
Principle:  The well-being of others should be placed before our personal desires-even when they are 

valid. 
 
Endurance: 
1. Paul endured the lack of material things because of the selfishness of some.  1 Cor 9:11-12  If we 

sowed spiritual things in you, is it too much if we should reap material things from you?  If others share 
the right over you, do we not more? Nevertheless, we did not use this right, but we endure all things, that 
we may cause no hindrance to the gospel of Christ. 

2. This endurance though is a quality of love.  1 Cor 13:7  Bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things.   

 
Good Thinking: 
1. "Thinking-well" is exemplified in the Father's opinion about His Son, thus the Lord is the basis for 

truly good thoughts.  Matt 3:17  And behold, a voice out of the heavens, saying, "this is my beloved 
son, in whom I am well-pleased."  

2. God thought it well to make what seems to the world to be a foolish message, all that is necessary 
for salvation.  1 Cor 1:21  For since in the wisdom of god the world through its wisdom did not {come to} 
know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who 
believe.    

3. The father thought it was a good idea to give us the kingdom.  Luke 12:32  "do not be afraid, little 
flock, for your father has chosen gladly to give you the kingdom.   

4. God does not think well of ritual without reality.  Heb 10:6  In whole burnt offerings and {sacrifices} for 
sin thou hast taken no pleasure. 

5. God does not think well of shrinking in faith.  Heb 10:38-39  But my righteous one shall live by faith; 
and if he shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure in him. But we are not of those who shrink back to 
destruction, but of those who have faith to the preserving of the soul. 

6. There are several specific things that God does not think well of.  1 Cor 10:1-10    (5) For I do not 
want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the 
sea; and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea; and all ate the same spiritual food;  and 
all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the 
rock was Christ. Nevertheless, with most of them god was not well pleased; for they were laid low in the 
wilderness.  Now these things happened as examples for us, that we should not (1) crave evil things, as 
they also craved.  And (2) do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written, "the people sat down 
to eat and drink, and stood up to play."  Nor (3) let us act immorally, as some of them did, and twenty-
three thousand fell in one day.  (4) Nor let us try the Lord, as some of them did, and were destroyed by 
the serpents.  (5) Nor grumble, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 
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Good Thinking Applications 
1. We should think it well to share both our material and spiritual things with other members of the 

church.  Rom 15:26-27  For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make a contribution for the 
poor among the saints in Jerusalem.  Yes, they were pleased to do so, and they are indebted to them. 
For if the gentiles have shared in their spiritual things, they are indebted to minister to them also in 
material things. 

2. Our heavenly sights should be to such a degree that we long for the personal presence of our 
Lord.  2 Cor 5:6-8  Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at home in 
the body we are absent from the Lord-- for we walk by faith, not by sight--we are of good courage, I say, 
and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord. 

3. We should even have a good attitude about suffering we endure for the cause of Christ.  2 Cor 
12:10   Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with 
difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when i am weak, then i am strong.   

4. But more often than not mankind will think well of wickedness.  2 Thes 2:11-12  And for this reason 
God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they might believe what is false, in order that they 
all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness. 

 
Leaving Behind: 
1. We have to "leave behind" some good people in this life to gain a closer relationship.  Eph 5:31 

For this cause a man shall leave (based on a standard) his father and mother, and shall cleave to his 
wife; and the two shall become one flesh.  

2. We need to at least spiritually leave behind the offerings of this world to embrace the presence of 
the Lord.  Heb 11:27  By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured, as seeing 
him who is unseen.    

3. But we should never leave behind one of his promises.  Heb 4:1  Therefore, let us fear lest, while a 
promise remains of entering his rest, any one of you should seem to have come short of it.   

4. We must beware of leaving behind the right way.  2 Pet 2:12-15  But these, like unreasoning animals, 
born as creatures of instinct to be captured and killed, reviling where they have no knowledge, will in the 
destruction of those creatures also be destroyed, suffering wrong as the wages of doing wrong. They 
count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are stains and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, as 
they carouse with you, having eyes full of adultery and that never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, 
having a heart trained in greed, accursed children;  forsaking the right way they have gone astray, 
having followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness, 

 
1 Thes 3:2 = So Send a Trustworthy Messenger with a Purpose 
 
and we sent Timothy, our brother and God's fellow worker (SUNERGON) in the gospel (EUAGGELION) of 
Christ, to strengthen (AAINF ST8RIDZW = to fix, make fast, set; confirm) and encourage (AAINF 
PARAKALEW)  you as to your faith, 
 
Summary: 
1. When you can't personally take care of an important spiritual matter, send someone trustworthy 

who can.  (fellow-worker) 
2. Send them with a purpose. 
3. Timothy's purpose was to solidify and encourage their faith.   
4. Even a model church needs this. 
 
Fellow-Workers: 
1. We need to be God's fellow-workers first.  1 Cor 3:6-11  I planted, Apollos watered, but God was 

causing the growth. So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God who 
causes the growth. Now he who plants and he who waters are one; but each will receive his own reward 
according to his own labor.  For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building.  
According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and 
another is building upon it. But let each man be careful how he builds upon it.  For no man can lay a 
foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

2. Spiritual leaders need to be co-workers with their charge so that there may be joy.  2 Cor 1:24  Not 
that we Lord it over your faith, but are workers with you for your joy; for in your faith you are standing 
firm.    
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3. When we support God's co-workers, we become co-workers with the truth.  3 John 1:5-8  
(missions)  Beloved, you are acting faithfully in whatever you accomplish for the brethren, and especially 
when they are strangers;  and they bear witness to your love before the church; and you will do well to 
send them on their way in a manner worthy of God. For they went out for the sake of the Name, accepting 
nothing from the Gentiles.  Therefore we ought to support such men, that we may be fellow workers with 
the truth. 

 
Strengthening The Brethren: 
1. The word translated "strengthen" means to firmly establish something.  Luke 16:26  `And besides 

all this, between us and you there is a great chasm fixed, in order that those who wish to come over from 
here to you may not be able, and {that} none may cross over from there to us.'   

2. In our context it means to firmly develop a purpose with the same intensity as our Lord.  Luke 9:51  
And it came about, when the days were approaching for His ascension, that He resolutely set His face to 
go to Jerusalem;    

3. The Lord calls us to strengthen our brothers-help give them a sense of purpose.  Luke 22:32  but I 
have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen 
your brothers."    

4. Spiritual gifts are designed to point us to the importance of having a fixed purpose.  Rom 1:11  For 
I long to see you in order that I may impart some spiritual gift to you, that you may be established; 

5. God is able to give us this focus.  Rom 16:25  Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my 
gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery which has been kept 
secret for long ages past,  

6. Prayer is a necessary part of strengthening the saints.  1 Thes 3:13  so that He may establish your 
hearts unblamable in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His 
saints. 2 Thes 2:17 comfort and strengthen your hearts in every good work and word.    

7. This sense of purpose is important for your survival in the angelic conflict.  2 Thes 3:3  But the 
Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you from the evil {one.} 

8. This sense of purpose is preparation for the coming of the Lord.  James 5:8  You too be patient; 
strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.  

9. Suffering is necessary to develop this sense of focus.  1 Pet 5:10  And after you have suffered for a 
little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, 
strengthen {and} establish you. 

10. Repetition and reinforcement are necessary to keep one's sense of purpose.  2 Pet 1:12  Therefore, 
I shall always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you {already} know {them}, and have 
been established in the truth which is present with {you.}   

11. The conflict can lull us to sleep about the importance of a spiritual purpose in life, so we 
occasionally need a wake-up call.  Rev 3:2  `Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain, which 
were about to die; for I have not found your deeds completed in the sight of My God.  

Principle:  we need to be concerned not only with the content of our faith, but the intensity as well. 
 
1 Thes 3:3 = Send Honest News of Yourself 
 
so that no man may be disturbed (PPINF SAINW = 1x; looks at the wagging of a dog's tail; related to seiw 
meaning to shake to and fro; seismograph; a nervous anticipation) by these afflictions (THLIPSIS = pressures); 
for you yourselves know (OIDA) that we have been destined (PMI KEIMAI = to lay, set, lie down; appoint) for 
this. 
 
Summary: 
1. By divine appointment Paul was placed on the foundation of Jesus Christ that was already laid.  1 

Cor 3:11  For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, (keimai = set, lay, appoint) 
which is Jesus Christ. 

2. Thus, on top of this foundation we can be sure that we will face the storms of life as they assault 
the foundation. 

3. Paul wants them to be informed of his pressures but not be taken off course by them.  
4. Few people enjoy others suffering for them and thus might seek to unduly relieve the pressure. 
5. Our purpose should be to glorify God in all things, not to relieve pressure. 
Principle:  All of the church is destined for pressure. 
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Pressures (More than Common Human Problems) 
1. Intensive soul pressure is promised to those who do evil.  Rom 2:9-11  (Let it be pressure for the 

right reasons)  There will be tribulation and distress for every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first 
and also of the Greek, but glory and honor and peace to every man who does good, to the Jew first and 
also to the Greek.  For there is no partiality with God. 

2. Pressure though is an essential building block for hope.  Rom 5:3-5  And not only this, but we also 
exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; and perseverance, proven 
character; and proven character, hope;  and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been 
poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

3. The reason it builds hope is that there is no pressure strong enough to separate us from the love 
of Christ.  Rom 8:35  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 

4. An important part of loving God is persevering in your pressures.  Rom 12:9-13  Let love be without 
hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good.  Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give 
preference to one another in honor; not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 
rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer, contributing to the needs of the saints, 
practicing hospitality. 

5. One of the reasons we have pressure is so that we can experience God's comfort.  2 Cor 1:3-7  
(parakl8sis) Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all  
with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.  For just as the sufferings of Christ are 
ours in abundance, so also our comfort is abundant through Christ. But if we are afflicted, it is for your 
comfort and salvation; or if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which is effective in the patient 
enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer; and our hope for you is firmly grounded, knowing 
that as you are sharers of our sufferings, so also you are sharers of our comfort. 

6. One of the greatest displays of loving others is when you express your love for them in the midst 
of your pressure.  2 Cor 2:4  For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote to you with many 
tears; not that you should be made sorrowful, but that you might know the love which I have especially for 
you.  

7. Persevering in this pressure has eternal repercussions.  2 Cor 4:17-18  (how to persevere in this 
verse)  For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all 
comparison, while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the 
things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal. 

8. A servant of God does not want to do anything to discredit God's ministry even when under 
pressure.  2 Cor 6:3-4    (holding up when it is tough-God's power)  giving no cause for offense in 
anything, in order that the ministry be not discredited,  but in everything commending ourselves as 
servants of God, in much endurance, in afflictions, in hardships, in distresses, 

9. Churches in need who give to help others in need are examples to the whole church.  2 Cor 8:1-4  
Now, brethren, we wish to make known to you the grace of God which has been given in the churches of 
Macedonia, that in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy and their deep poverty overflowed in 
the wealth of their liberality. For I testify that according to their ability, and beyond their ability they gave of 
their own accord, begging us with much entreaty for the favor of participation in the support of the saints, 

10. There is a certain amount of pressure allotted to the church by God.  Col 1:24  (carry your load? Gal 
6:4)  Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I do my share on behalf of His body 
(which is the church) in filling up that which is lacking in Christ's afflictions. 

11. A model church becomes a model church in the midst of pressure.  1 Thes 1:6  You also became 
imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much tribulation with the joy of the Holy 
Spirit,   

12. It is not Christlike to neglect the helpless in their pressures.  James 1:27  This is pure and undefiled 
religion in the sight of {our} God and Father, to visit orphans and widows in their distress, {and} to keep 
oneself unstained by the world. 

Principle:  Let pressure drive you closer to God and not get between you and God. 
 
1 Thes 3:4 = Relationship To God's Will 
 
For indeed when we were with you, we kept telling you in advance (IPF AI PROLEGW = to speak 
beforehand) that we were going (PAI MELLW = to be about to do something; the formation of a design/plan) to 
suffer affliction (PMINF THLIBW = to suffer affliction or be troubled; has reference to sufferings due to the 
pressure of circumstances or the antagonism of persons; looks at pressure from the outside); and so it came to 
pass, as you know. 
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Summary: 
1. An honest communicator of God's word will tell of approaching affliction. 
2. Paul was no stranger to external pressures and was constantly prepared for them.  (be prepared) 
3. It is also valid to tell people in advance when they are headed for discipline.  2 Cor 13:1-3  This is 

the third time I am coming to you. Every fact is to be confirmed by the testimony of two or three 
witnesses. I have previously said when present the second time, and though now absent I say in advance 
to those who have sinned in the past and to all the rest as well, that if I come again, I will not spare 
anyone, since you are seeking for proof of the Christ who speaks in me, and who is not weak toward you, 
but mighty in you. 

4. Or when they are getting ready to lose a great treasure.  Gal 5:19-21  Now the deeds of the flesh are 
evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts 
of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of 
which I forewarn you just as I have forewarned you that those who practice such things shall not inherit 
the kingdom of God. 

5. When something is "going to happen" it means that there is an intent backed by a plan-the prime 
example being the Lord Himself.  Rom 5:14  Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even 
over those who had not sinned in the likeness of the offense of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to 
come. 

6. If we live according to the flesh we actually have the intent and plan to temporally die.  Rom 8:12-
13  So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh--for if you are 
living according to the flesh, you must (are going to) die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the 
deeds of the body, you will live. 

7. What we endure for our Lord in time will be more than amply repaid in eternity.  Rom 8:18-19  For I 
consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be 
revealed to us.  For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God. 

8. Nothing, even in the future, can separate us from God's love.  Rom 8:38-39  For I am convinced that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

9. Because we have eternity secure, we should not boast in men.  1 Cor 3:21-23  So then let no one 
boast in men. For all things belong to you, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death 
or things present or things to come; all things belong to you,  and you belong to Christ; and Christ belongs 
to God. 

10. We should pray for one another's enlightenment so that we may truly fix our eyes on eternity.   
Eph 1:18-21  I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know what is the 
hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the 
surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of 
the strength of His might which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and 
seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age, but also in the one to come. 

11. God left us illustrations on earth to give us a shadow of eternity.  Col 2:16-17  Therefore let no one 
act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day--
things which are a mere shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ. 

12. Godliness is your best preparation for what is to come.  1 Tim 4:7-8  But have nothing to do with 
worldly fables fit only for old women. On the other hand, discipline yourself for the purpose of Godliness; 
for bodily discipline is only of little profit, but Godliness is profitable for all things, since it holds promise for 
the present life and also for the life to come. 

13. When you focus on eternity, you will learn to live this life to the fullest.  1 Tim 6:18-19  Instruct them 
to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, storing up for themselves the 
treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed. 

14. Entrance into God's plan is through a narrow gate meaning that there is external pressure 
involved when getting through the entrance.  Matt 7:12-14  "Therefore, however you want people to 
treat you, so treat them, for this is the Law and the Prophets. "Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is 
wide, and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and many are those who enter by it. "For the gate is 
small, and the way is narrow that leads to life, and few are those who find it. 

15. A person driven by love for others will endure any number of external pressures to benefit that 
person.  2 Cor 1:6-7  But if we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; or if we are comforted, it 
is for your comfort, which is effective in the patient enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer; 
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and our hope for you is firmly grounded, knowing that as you are sharers of our sufferings, so also you 
are sharers of our comfort. 

16. God will permit the cosmos to put pressure on you but not crush you if you are relying on His 
power.  2 Cor 4:7-10  But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassing greatness of the 
power may be of God and not from ourselves; we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, 
but not despairing; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying about in 
the body the dying of Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.  (realize what He 
went thru for you) 

17. When you endure external pressures at the hands of others for the cause of Christ, know for 
certain that God has noticed.  2 Thes 1:3-8  We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brethren, 
as is only fitting, because your faith is greatly enlarged, and the love of each one of you toward one 
another grows ever greater; therefore, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches of God for 
your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which you endure. This is 
a plain indication of God's righteous judgment so that you may be considered worthy of the kingdom of 
God, for which indeed you are suffering. For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those 
who afflict you, and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus shall be 
revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not 
know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 

18. We are to help those in distress.  1 Tim 5:9-10  Let a widow be put on the list only if she is not less 
than sixty years old, having been the wife of one man, having a reputation for good works; and if she has 
brought up children, if she has shown hospitality to strangers, if she has washed the saints' feet, if she 
has assisted those in distress, and if she has devoted herself to every good work. 

19. When you endure external pressure because you are walking by faith, know that you are in good 
company.  Heb 11:37-40  They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were put to 
death with the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated 
(men of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the 
ground.  And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive what was promised, 
because God had provided something better for us, so that apart from us they should not be made 
perfect. 

Principle:  Realize that as you advance in your walk with the Lord, you are going to face external 
pressure. 

 
1 Thes 3:5 = Valid Fear for another's Spiritual Welfare 
 
For this reason, when I could endure (PAPTC STEGW = to protect or preserve by covering; V1; picks up 
original thought again) it no longer, I also sent (AAI PEMPW = very general term as opposed to apostellw = sent 
with authority; sent as a friend not as an official) to find out (EIS TO AAINF GINWSKW) about your faith, for 
fear (Lit: M8 PWS = lest) that the tempter (D.A. + PAPTC PEIRADZW) might have tempted you (AAI 
PEIRADZW = to try, attempt, assay; determination of characteristics such as weight, measure or quality), and our 
labor (KOPOS = wearisome and laborious toil; not inherently bad or worthless) should be in vain (APS 
GINOMAI = become + EIS KENOS = empty). 
 
Summary: 
1. The reason Paul writes this section is because of his concern for them. 
2. They sent Timothy for a visit with friends, not as "official" business. 
3. Paul loved them, cheered them on and had confidence in them, but he also recognized the 

strength of the enemy. 
Principle:  Never underestimate the wiles of the enemy. 
Principle:  Never overestimate his power. 
Principle:  Absolutely no one is completely immune to his snares. 
 
Testing and Temptation: 
1. The word "peiradzw" is translated in the Bible as both testing and temptation. 
2. Thus it carries both a good and bad connotation. 
3. The word inherently evaluates quality. 
4. It also inherently looks at evaluation of a given set of circumstances. 
5. A particular set of circumstances can thus be both a test and a temptation.  (a temptation is a test-

looking for quality of character here) 
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6. We will designate a test as an opportunity to do good and a temptation as a solicitation to commit 
sin or perform evil.  A test is an opportunity for an unselfish act while a temptation is an 
opportunity for a selfish act. 

 
The Act of Testing/Temptation: 
1. Worldly Tests/Temptations: 
2. Godly Tests: 
3. Testing God: 
4. Promises For Testing: 
5. Applications: 
 
Worldly Tests/Temptations: 
1. The devil himself is the master at temptation.  Matt 4:1-10  Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into 

the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He then 
became hungry. And the tempter came and said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, command that these 
stones become bread." But He answered and said, "It is written, 'Man shall not live on bread alone, but on 
every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.'" Then the devil took Him into the holy city; and he had 
Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, "If You are the Son of God throw Yourself 
down; for it is written, 'He will give His angels charge concerning You'; and 'On their hands they will bear 
You up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.'"  Jesus said to him, "On the other hand, it is written, 
'You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.'" Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain, and 
showed Him all the kingdoms of the world, and their glory; and he said to Him, "All these things will I give 
You, if You fall down and worship me." Then Jesus said to him, "Begone, Satan! For it is written, 'You 
shall worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.'" 

2. Satan will tempt husbands and wives with wrongful sex if they deprive each other except by 
agreement for the purpose of prayer.  1 Cor 7:5  Stop depriving one another, except by agreement for 
a time that you may devote yourselves to prayer, and come together again lest Satan tempt you because 
of your lack of self-control.    

3. Mankind will tempt us to "show off."   Matt 16:1-4  And the Pharisees and Sadducees came up, and 
testing Him asked Him to show them a sign from heaven. But He answered and said to them, "When it is 
evening, you say, 'It will be fair weather, for the sky is red.' "And in the morning, 'There will be a storm 
today, for the sky is red and threatening. 'Do you know how to discern the appearance of the sky, but 
cannot discern the signs of the times? "An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign; and a sign 
will not be given it, except the sign of Jonah." And He left them, and went away. 

4. Legalists will tempt us to come around to their way of thinking.  Matt 19:1-9  And it came about that 
when Jesus had finished these words, He departed from Galilee, and came into the region of Judea 
beyond the Jordan; and great multitudes followed Him, and He healed them there. And some Pharisees 
came to Him, testing Him, and saying, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any cause at all?" And 
He answered and said, "Have you not read, that He who created them from the beginning made them 
male and female, and said, 'For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to 
his wife; and the two shall become one flesh'? "Consequently they are no longer two, but one flesh. What 
therefore God has joined together, let no man separate." They said to Him, "Why then did Moses 
command to give her a certificate of divorce and send her away?" He said to them, "Because of your 
hardness of heart, Moses permitted you to divorce your wives; but from the beginning it has not been this 
way. "And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for immorality, and marries another woman 
commits adultery." 

5. Legalists will tempt us with flattering speech seeking to sidetrack us from the important issues.  
Matt 22:15-22  Then the Pharisees went and counseled together how they might trap Him in what He 
said. And they sent their disciples to Him, along with the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know that You 
are truthful and teach the way of God in truth, and defer to no one; for You are not partial to any. "Tell us 
therefore, what do You think? Is it lawful to give a poll-tax to Caesar, or not?" But Jesus perceived their 
malice, and said, "Why are you testing Me, you hypocrites? "Show Me the coin used for the poll-tax." And 
they brought Him a denarius. And He said to them, "Whose likeness and inscription is this?" They said to 
Him, "Caesar's." Then He said to them, "Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's; and to God 
the things that are God's."  And hearing this, they marveled, and leaving Him, they went away. 

6. Legalists will also constantly test you to see if you disagree with them.  Matt 22:34-40  But when 
the Pharisees heard that He had put the Sadducees to silence, they gathered themselves together. And 
one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, "Teacher, which is the great commandment in 
the Law?" And He said to him,"' You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
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soul, and with all your mind.' "This is the great and foremost commandment. "The second is like it, 'You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.' On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the 
Prophets." 

7. The love of money is a temptation that will bring about ruin and destruction.  1 Tim 6:9-10  But 
those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which 
plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by 
longing for it have wandered away from the faith, and pierced themselves with many a pang. 

 
Godly Tests:  
1. Jesus tests our faith in Him.  John 6:1-7  After these things Jesus went away to the other side of the 

Sea of Galilee (or Tiberias).  And a great multitude was following Him, because they were seeing the 
signs which He was performing on those who were sick. And Jesus went up on the mountain, and there 
He sat with His disciples. Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. Jesus therefore lifting up 
His eyes, and seeing that a great multitude was coming to Him, said to Philip, "Where are we to buy 
bread, that these may eat?" And this He was saying to test him; for He Himself knew what He was 
intending to do. Philip answered Him, "Two hundred denarii worth of bread is not sufficient for them, for 
everyone to receive a little." 

2. It is a real test to accept someone who was once close to the enemy.  Acts 9:26-28  And when he 
had come to Jerusalem, he was trying to associate with the disciples; and they were all afraid of him, not 
believing that he was a disciple. But Barnabas took hold of him and brought him to the apostles and 
described to them how he had seen the Lord on the road, and that He had talked to him, and how at 
Damascus he had spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus. And he was with them moving about freely in 
Jerusalem, speaking out boldly in the name of the Lord. 

3. We are tested to accept those who have bodily infirmities.  Gal 4:12-14  I beg of you, brethren, 
become as I am, for I also have become as you are. You have done me no wrong; but you know that it 
was because of a bodily illness that I preached the gospel to you the first time; and that which was a 
trial(N) to you in my bodily condition you did not despise or loathe, but you received me as an angel of 
God, as Christ Jesus Himself. 

4. God presents some difficult tests to man.  Heb 11:17-19  By faith Abraham, when he was tested, 
offered up Isaac; and he who had received the promises was offering up his only begotten son; it was he 
to whom it was said, "In Isaac your descendants shall be called." He considered that God is able to raise 
men even from the dead; from which he also received him back as a type. 

 
Testing God: 
1. It is a dangerous arrogance to test the Holy Spirit.  Acts 5:8-9  And Peter responded to her, "Tell me 

whether you sold the land for such and such a price?" And she said, "Yes, that was the price."  Then 
Peter said to her, "Why is it that you have agreed together to put the Spirit of the Lord to the test? Behold, 
the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they shall carry you out as well." 

2. Legalism tests God.  Acts 15:10-11  "Now therefore why do you put God to the test by placing upon the 
neck of the disciples a yoke which neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear? "But we believe 
that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same way as they also are." 

3. Idolatry, immorality and grumbling test the Lord.  1 Cor 10:6-10  Now these things happened as 
examples for us, that we should not crave evil things, as they also craved. And do not be idolaters, as 
some of them were; as it is written, "The people sat down to eat and drink, and stood up to play." Nor let 
us act immorally, as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in one day. Nor let us try the Lord, 
as some of them did, and were destroyed by the serpents. Nor grumble, as some of them did, and were 
destroyed by the destroyer. 

4. God is angry with those who test Him.   Heb 3:8-13  Do not harden your hearts as when they provoked 
Me, as in the day of trial in the wilderness, Where your fathers tried me by testing me, and saw My 
works for forty years. "Therefore I was angry with this generation, and said, 'They always go astray in 
their heart; and they did not know My ways'; As I swore in My wrath, 'they shall not enter My rest.'" Take 
care, brethren, lest there should be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart, in falling away from the 
living God.  But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called "Today," lest any one of 
you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 

5. Legalists will charge you with testing the validity of their legalisms.  Acts 24:4-6  (Felix)  "But, that I 
may not weary you any further, I beg you to grant us, by your kindness, a brief hearing. "For we have 
found this man a real pest and a fellow who stirs up dissension among all the Jews throughout the world, 
and a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes. "And he even tried to desecrate the temple; and then we 
arrested him. [And we wanted to judge him according to our own Law. 
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Promises For Testing: 
1. Through God's power you can handle any test or temptation that can come your way.  1 Cor 

10:12-14  Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall. No temptation has overtaken 
you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what 
you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, that you may be able to endure 
it.  Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 

2. Jesus Christ is able to help us through our tests temptations, knowing full well what they are like.  
Heb 2:17-18  Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, that He might become a 
merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 
For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those 
who are tempted. 

3. Jesus knows the degree of difficulty of all the tests and temptations we will face.  Heb 4:14-16  
Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let 
us hold fast our confession.  For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore 
draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and may find grace to help 
in time of need. 

4. God does not solicit anyone to evil.  James 1:13-15  Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being 
tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone. But each 
one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. Then when lust has conceived, it 
gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death. 

5. Endurance of testing will result in the Crown of Life.  Rev 2:10  'Do not fear what you are about to 
suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will 
have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. 

6. The Lord knows how to rescue you from temptation.  2 Pet 2:9  then the Lord knows how to rescue 
the Godly from temptation (N), and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment, 

7. There will be an "hour of testing" unlike anything that has ever come upon the earth.  Rev 3:10  
'Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of testing, that 
hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell upon the earth. 

 
Applications: 
1. We are to test the quality of our faith.  2 Cor 13:4-5  For indeed He was crucified because of 

weakness, yet He lives because of the power of God. For we also are weak in Him, yet we shall live with 
Him because of the power of God directed toward you. Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; 
examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you-- unless 
indeed you fail the test? 

2. When you are helping to restore a fallen sibling, beware that you do not fall prey to the same temptation.  Gal 
6:1-2  Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of 
gentleness; each one looking to yourself, lest you too be tempted. Bear one another's burdens, and thus fulfill the 
law of Christ. 

3. It is valid for missionaries to "test the waters."  Acts 16:6-8  And they passed through the Phrygian 
and Galatian region, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia; and when they 
had come to Mysia, they were trying to go into Bithynia, and the Spirit of Jesus did not permit them;  and 
passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas. 

4. Tests we should receive joyously because of the good they can produce in our lives.  James 1:2  
Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials (N),  

5. View testing as the proof of your faith.   1 Pet 1:5-9  who are protected by the power of God through 
faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a 
little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials (N), that the proof of your faith, being 
more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise 
and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, 
and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full 
of glory, obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls. 

6. We should not be surprised at tests.  1 Pet 4:12-13  Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal 
among you, which comes upon you for your testing (N), as though some strange thing were happening 
to you; but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that also at the 
revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with exultation. 
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7. Love is more important than testing the doctrinal statement of others.  Rev 2:1-4  "To the angel of 
the church in Ephesus write: the One who holds the seven stars in His right hand, the One who walks 
among the seven golden Lampstands, says this: 'I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and 
that you cannot endure evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are 
not, and you found them to be false; and you have perseverance and have endured for My name's sake, 
and have not grown weary. 'But I have this against you, that you have left your first love. 

8. Pray that you will be delivered from temptation and thus see circumstances as tests for unselfish 
and righteous actions.  Matt 6:9-13  "Pray, then, in this way: 'Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed 
be Thy name. 'Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. 'Give us this day our 
daily bread. 'And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 'And do not lead us into 
temptation (N), but deliver us from evil. [For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen.]' 

9. Prayer for deliverance from temptation realizes the weakness of the flesh.  Matt 26:40-41  And He 
came to the disciples and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, "So, you men could not keep watch 
with Me for one hour? "Keep watching and praying, that you may not enter into temptation (N); the spirit 
is willing, but the flesh is weak." 

10. Realize that we can fall away during times of testing and/or temptation.  Luke 8:13  "And those on 
the rocky soil are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no firm root; they 
believe for a while, and in time of temptation (N) fall away. 

11. It is commendable to stand by Jesus in His testing.  Luke 22:27-28  "For who is greater, the one who 
reclines at the table, or the one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at the table? But I am among 
you as the one who serves. "And you are those who have stood by Me in My trials (N); 

12. Neither tests nor temptations should sway us from the mission at hand.  Acts 20:18-20  And when 
they had come to him, he said to them, "You yourselves know, from the first day that I set foot in Asia, 
how I was with you the whole time, serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials 
(N)which came upon me through the plots of the Jews; how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything 
that was profitable, and teaching you publicly and from house to house, 

 
Doing Things For Nothing 
Vanity: 
1. When we are owed something, we do not want to be sent away empty-handed.  Mark 12:2-3  "And 

at the harvest time he sent a slave to the vine-growers, in order to receive some of the produce of the 
vineyard from the vine-growers.  "And they took him, and beat him, and sent him away empty-handed. 

2. The rich who have rejected Christ will end up empty-handed.  Luke 1:53  "He has filled the hungry 
with good things; and sent away the rich empty-handed.  

3. Mankind is known for devising "vain things."  Acts 4:24-26  And when they heard this, they lifted their 
voices to God with one accord and said, "O Lord, it is Thou who didst make the heaven and the earth and 
the sea, and all that is in them, who by the Holy Spirit, through the mouth of our father David Thy servant, 
didst say, 'Why did the Gentiles rage, and the peoples devise futile things? 'The kings of the earth took 
their stand, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord, and against His Christ.' 

4. God's grace toward us should not be for nothing.  1 Cor 15:10-14  But by the grace of God I am what 
I am, and His grace toward me did not prove vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but 
the grace of God with me. Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed. Now if Christ 
is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no 
resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised; and 
if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain. 

5. Know for certain that your work for the Lord is not for nothing.  1 Cor 15:58  Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not 
in vain in the Lord. 

6. We should urge others to not reject the Lord's grace.  2 Cor 6:1-3  And working together with Him, 
we also urge you not to receive the grace of God in vain-- for He says, "At the acceptable time I listened 
to you, and on the day of salvation I helped you"; behold, now is "the acceptable time," behold, now is 
"the day of salvation"--giving no cause for offense in anything, in order that the ministry be not discredited, 

7. Honest people make themselves accountable to others so that they may not run in vain.  Gal 2:1-2  
Then after an interval of fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along 
also. And it was because of a revelation that I went up; and I submitted to them the gospel which I preach 
among the Gentiles, but I did so in private to those who were of reputation, for fear that I might be 
running, or had run, in vain. 

8. Empty words promise things that you will not partake of if certain conditions are met.  Eph 5:5-7 
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For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater, 
has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. Let no one deceive you with empty words, for 
because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. Therefore do not be 
partakers with them; 

9. We need to put aside grumbling so that when we stand in front of the Lord we may not be empty-
handed.  Phil 2:14-16  Do all things without grumbling or disputing; that you may prove yourselves to be 
blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse 
generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life, so that in the day 
of Christ I may have cause to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain. 

10. Anything not of Christ is empty.  Col 2:8-10  See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy 
and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the 
world, rather than according to Christ. For in Him all the fulness of Deity dwells in bodily form, and in Him 
you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority; 

11. If your faith does not produce it is empty.  James 2:19-20  You believe that God is one. You do well; 
the demons also believe, and shudder. But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith 
without works is useless? 
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1 Thessalonians 3:6-10 
The Report of Timothy 

 
4. The Past: The Work of Faith (1:1-3:13) 

A. The Commendation of the Thessalonians (1:1-10) 
B. The Character Of The Communicator.  2:1-12 
C. The Conduct of the Thessalonians (2:13-16) 
D. The Concern of the Apostle (2:17-20) 
E. The Confirmation of the Thessalonians (3:1-10) 

1). The Sending of Timothy (3:1-5) 
2). The Report of Timothy (3:6-10) 

 
1 Thes 3:6 = Joy over the Good Report 
 
But now that Timothy has come (AOR PTC ERCHOMAI) to us from you, and has brought us good news 
(AMPTC EUAGGELIDZW) of your faith (PISTIS) and love (AGAPE), and that you always (PANTOTE) think 
kindly (PAI ECHW + MNEIA + AGATHOS = you are having a good memory) of us, longing to see us (PAPTC 
EPIPOTHEW = to long for greatly; longing upon longing) just as we also long to see you, 
 
Summary: 
1. When fears for another's well-being are disturbing you, find out about them. 
2. It may not always be good news, but even then it gives you the opportunity to help. 
3. Paul refers to their faith and love again as a basis of this good news.   
4. But he was also concerned that their relationship may have become a one-way street. 
5. Thus, his joy to find out that they still have very fond memories of Paul and his cohorts. 
6. Paul uses the word MNEIAN exclusively in other passages for remembrance in prayer.  Rom 1:9; 

Eph 1:16; Phil 1:3; 1 Thes 1:2; 2 Tim 1:3; Philemon 1:4 
7. Thus, it is easy to conclude that they loved Paul enough to pray for him; he was not just a distant, 

fond memory but a near fond memory. 
8. How many relationships do we have like that? 
 
Strong Valid Desires: 
1. The word EPIPOTHEO is always used for good desires in the New Testament. 
2. It is a good desire to want to grow beyond our salvation.  1 Pet 2:1-3mmTherefore, putting aside all 

malice and all guile and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of 
the word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,  if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord. 

3. It is a good desire to want to help other churches become solid through the use of their spiritual gifts.  Rom 
1:11  For I long to see you in order that I may impart some spiritual gift to you, that you may be established;  

4. It is good to desire your heavenly body.  2 Cor 5:2  For indeed in this {house} we groan, longing to be 
clothed with our dwelling from heaven; 

5. Relationships between churches are built through unselfish sharing of resources and good 
desires for each other.  2 Cor 9:13-15  Because of the proof given by this ministry they will glorify God 
for your obedience to your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for the liberality of your contribution to 
them and to all, while they also, by prayer on your behalf, yearn for you because of the surpassing grace 
of God in you. Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! 

6. His desire is more than just well-wishes for others, but a fervent desire for their growth and well-
being.  Phil 1:6-11  For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will 
perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus. For it is only right for me to feel this way about you all, because I 
have you in my heart, since both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, 
you all are partakers of grace with me. For God is my witness, how I long for you all with the affection of 
Christ Jesus. And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all 
discernment, so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless 
until the day of Christ; having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus 
Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 

7. This desire for others can be so intense that it leads to personal distress.  Phil 2:26  because he 
was longing for you all and was distressed because you had heard that he was sick.  
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8. When these desires are filled, the result is joy.  2 Tim 1:3-4   I thank God, whom I serve with a clear 
conscience the way my forefathers did, as I constantly remember you in my prayers night and day, 
longing to see you, even as I recall your tears, so that I may be filled with joy. 

9. The Father desires the fellowship of the Holy Spirit who is in you.  James 4:1-6  What is the source 
of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members? 
You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. And you are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight 
and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask with 
wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures. You adulteresses, do you not know that 
friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world 
makes himself an enemy of God. Or do you think that the Scripture speaks to no purpose: "He jealously 
desires the Spirit which He has made to dwell in us"? But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, 
"God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble." 

 
1 Thes 3:7 = Comfort During Personal Trouble 
 
for this reason (the news of their faith and love), brethren, in all our distress (ANAGK8 = a necessity imposed 
either by external circumstances or internal pressure arising out of the law of duty; strain) and (even; G-S rule) 
affliction (THLIPSIS = external pressure; thus it is focusing on the internal pressure caused by external 
circumstances) we were comforted (API PARAKALEW) about you through your faith; 
 
Summary: 
1. When a person indeed loves their neighbor, good news of their faith and love brings comfort. 
2. You can be comforted in the midst of any pressure be it external or internal. 
3. Real comfort though comes from spiritual things.   (most people not comforted by spiritual things but 

physical things) 
 
The Strains of Life (Necessities): 
1. We are strained by stumbling blocks but are not to be the basis of straining others with stumbling 

blocks.  Matt 18:7  "Woe to the world because of {its} stumbling blocks! For it is inevitable that stumbling 
blocks come; but woe to that man through whom the stumbling block comes! 

2. We are not to use them as excuses for missing the goodness of the Lord.  Luke 14:16-24  But He 
said to him, "A certain man was giving a big dinner, and he invited many; and at the dinner hour he sent 
his slave to say to those who had been invited, 'Come; for everything is ready now.' "But they all alike 
began to make excuses. The first one said to him, 'I have bought a piece of land and I need to go out and 
look at it; please consider me excused.' "And another one said, 'I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am 
going to try them out; please consider me excused.' "And another one said, 'I have married a wife, and for 
that reason I cannot come.' "And the slave came back and reported this to his master. Then the head of 
the household became angry and said to his slave, 'Go out at once into the streets and lanes of the city 
and bring in here the poor and crippled and blind and lame.' "And the slave said, 'Master, what you 
commanded has been done, and still there is room.' "And the master said to the slave, 'Go out into the 
highways and along the hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.  'For I tell you, 
none of those men who were invited shall taste of my dinner.'" 

3. The tribulation will produce the greatest strain.  Luke 21:20-24  "But when you see Jerusalem 
surrounded by armies, then recognize that her desolation is at hand.  "Then let those who are in Judea 
flee to the mountains, and let those who are in the midst of the city depart, and let not those who are in 
the country enter the city; because these are days of vengeance, in order that all things which are written 
may be fulfilled. "Woe to those who are with child and to those who nurse babes in those days; for there 
will be great distress upon the land, and wrath to this people, and they will fall by the edge of the sword, 
and will be led captive into all the nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled under foot by the Gentiles until 
the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. 

4. We are to submit to the governing authorities even though it might be a strain.  Rom 13:5  
Wherefore it is necessary to be in subjection, not only because of wrath, but also for conscience' sake. 

5. It is good when there is an internal "strain" in us to preach the gospel.  1 Cor 9:16  For if I preach 
the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for I am under compulsion; for woe is me if I do not preach the 
gospel.    

6. Strains are part of life and through them all we are to commend ourselves as servants of God.  2 
Cor 6:4  but in everything commending ourselves as servants of God, in much endurance, in afflictions, in 
hardships, in distresses,    
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7. It is not to be a strain when we give to God.  2 Cor 9:7  Let each one {do} just as he has purposed in 
his heart; not grudgingly or under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver.    

8. When the strains for Christ’s sake overpower us, He takes over.  2 Cor 12:10  Therefore I am well 
content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's 
sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.  

9. Goodness toward one another should not be a strain.  Phile 1:12-14  And I have sent him back to 
you in person, that is, sending my very heart, whom I wished to keep with me, that in your behalf he might 
minister to me in my imprisonment for the gospel; but without your consent I did not want to do anything, 
that your goodness should not be as it were by compulsion, but of your own free will. 

10. When God makes changes, of necessity strain occurs.  Heb 7:12  For when the priesthood is 
changed, of necessity there takes place a change of law also.    

11. The sacrifice of the Lord removed the strain of the need for daily sacrifice for sins of the priests.  
Heb 7:27  who does not need daily, like those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins, 
and then for the {sins} of the people, because this He did once for all when He offered up Himself.   

12. Important pacts carry with them certain necessities that are a strain.  Heb 9:16 
For where a covenant is, there must of necessity be the death of the one who made it.  

13. At times we may feel the necessity to write to another believer appealing for their recognition of 
danger.  Jude 1:3-4  Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I 
felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all 
delivered to the saints. For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand 
marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and 
deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 
Thessalonians: The Letter of Encouragement 
1. Encouraging others begins with character.  1 Thes 2:11  just as you know how we {were} exhorting 

and encouraging and imploring each one of you as a father {would} his own children,    
2. It is a team effort with some people excelling.  1 Thes 3:2  and we sent Timothy, our brother and 

God's fellow worker in the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you as to your faith,  
3. Encouragement comes from hearing of another's progress in the faith.  1 Thes 3:7  for this reason, 

brethren, in all our distress and affliction we were comforted about you through your faith;  
4. Encouragement comes from a spiritual walk that abounds.  1 Thes 4:1  Finally then, brethren, we 

request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that, as you received from us {instruction} as to how you ought 
to walk and please God (just as you actually do walk), that you may excel still more.  

5. We are to encourage each other to abound in love.  1 Thes 4:10  for indeed you do practice it toward 
all the brethren who are in all Macedonia. But we urge you, brethren, to excel still more,    

6. We are to encourage one another with God's promises.  1 Thes 4:18  Therefore comfort one another 
with these words.   

7. We are to encourage one another so as to build up one another.  1 Thes 5:11  Therefore encourage 
one another, and build up one another, just as you also are doing. 

8. We are to encourage the fainthearted.  1 Thes 5:14  And we urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, 
encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with all men.  

9. We should pray that God would encourage others.  2 Thes 2:16-17  Now may our Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself and God our Father, who has loved us and given us eternal comfort and good hope by grace, 
comfort and strengthen your hearts in every good work and word. 

10. We should encourage undisciplined busybodies to tend to their own business.  2 Thes 3:11-13  
For we hear that some among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting like 
busybodies. Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to work in quiet fashion 
and eat their own bread. But as for you, brethren, do not grow weary of doing good. 

 
1 Thes 3:8 = Love for Others 
 
for (HOTI = for, because; introduces an effect) now (NUN) we really live (PAS ZAW = we may live; potential), if 
(EAV) you (HUMEIS = you all) stand firm (PAI ST8KW = to stand upright and firm) in the Lord (EN + DAT 
KURIOS). 
 
 
Summary: 
1. Paul shows how interconnected their lives are.(we-you; may live; sounds like a sanctified 

codependency) 
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2. Every day has the potential for a quality of life that has roots in relationships found in the Lord. 
3. Such should be the case with the body of Christ.  1 Cor 12 
4. Your life affects other people-especially those who love you.  (for evangelism and edification) 
 
Living Life: 
1. One of the high points of this life is the close relationships we develop with other members of the body of 

Christ.  1 Thes 3:8 
2. The foundation of taking hold of life is based on God's revelation.   Matt 4:4  But He answered and 

said, "It is written, `Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of 
God.'"  

3. The living God is the source of life.  Matt 16:16  And Simon Peter answered and said, "Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God."  

4. Jesus Christ tasted death that we might live.  Rev 1:17-18  And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as a 
dead man. And He laid His right hand upon me, saying, "Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last, and 
the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death and of 
Hades. 

5. The life that Jesus gives cannot be harmed by death.   John 11:25-26  Jesus said to her, "I am the 
resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me shall live even if he dies, and everyone who lives and 
believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?" 

6. As a believer you a part of a living, spiritual, holy house designed for the priesthood. 1 pet 2:4-5 
And coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected by men, but choice and precious in the sight of God,  you 
also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

7. A righteous person must live by faith.  Rom 1:17  For in it {the} righteousness of God is revealed from 
faith to faith; as it is written, "But the righteous {man} shall live by faith." 

8. We thank God for this life by presenting our bodies to Him as a living and holy sacrifice.  Rom 
12:1  I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy 
sacrifice, acceptable to God, {which is} your spiritual service of worship.  

9. Our plans for this life must consider God's plans for our life.  James 4:13-16  Come now, you who 
say, "Today or tomorrow, we shall go to such and such a city, and spend a year there and engage in 
business and make a profit." Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a 
vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away. Instead, you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, 
we shall live and also do this or that." But as it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such boasting is evil. 

 
Standing Fast: 
1. It is possible to find yourself trying to stand against our Lord Jesus Christ.  Mark 3:31-35  And His 

mother and His brothers arrived, and standing outside they sent word to Him, and called Him. And a 
multitude was sitting around Him, and they said to Him, "Behold, your mother and your brothers are 
outside looking for you." And answering them, He said, "Who are My mother and My brothers?" And 
looking about on those who were sitting around Him, He said, "Behold, My mother and My brothers! "For 
whoever does the will of God, he is My brother and sister and mother." 

2. An integral part of "standing in the Lord" is prayer and forgiveness.  Mark 11:24-25  "Therefore I 
say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you have received them, and they shall be 
granted you. "And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone; so that 
your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your transgressions. 

3. We must remember that it is not for us to judge whether or not another person is serving his 
master well.  Rom 14:1-4  Now accept the one who is weak in faith, but not for the purpose of passing 
judgment on his opinions. One man has faith that he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats 
vegetables only. Let not him who eats regard with contempt him who does not eat, and let not him who 
does not eat judge him who eats, for God has accepted him. Who are you to judge the servant of 
another? To his own master he stands or falls; and stand he will, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 

4. Spiritual alertness, faith, character, strength and love are all a part of this standing firm.  1 Cor 
16:13-14  Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.  Let all that you do be done in 
love. 

5. Part of this stand for the Lord is a stand against legalism.  Gal 5:1  It was for freedom that Christ set 
us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery. 

6. It is also a stand against license.  Gal 5:13-15  For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not 
turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. For the whole Law 
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is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." But if you bite and 
devour one another, take care lest you be consumed by one another. 

7. An important part of standing firm is being a motivated and active part of the body.  Phil 1:27-28 
Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ; so that whether I come and see you 
or remain absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving 
together for the faith of the gospel; in no way alarmed by your opponents-- which is a sign of destruction 
for them, but of salvation for you, and that too, from God. 

8. An important part of standing firm is harmony within the body.  Phil 4:1-2  (corporate stand vs. 
individual)  Therefore, my beloved brethren whom I long to see, my joy and crown, so stand firm in the 
Lord, my beloved. I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to live in harmony in the Lord. 

9. Another part of standing firm is holding to the tradition of thanksgiving to the Lord for our so 
great salvation.  2 Thes 2:13-15  But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by 
the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the 
Spirit and faith in the truth. And it was for this He called you through our gospel, that you may gain the 
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brethren, stand firm and hold to the traditions which you were 
taught, whether by word of mouth or by letter from us. 

 
1 Thes 3:9 = Thanksgiving to God 
 
For what thanks (EUCHARISTIA) can (PMI DUNAMAI = inherent power) we render (AAINF ANTAPODIDOMI = 
to give in return for; recompense; repay; the "anti" expresses the idea of a complete return) to God for you in 
return for all the joy (CHARA) with which we rejoice (PAI CHAIRW) before (EMPROSTHEN = before the face 
of) our God on your account, 
 
Principle:  we owe God for any joy we have when those we love stand firm in the Lord. 
 
Summary: 
1. Along with being our biggest test in life, people can also be our greatest joy. 
2. Paul says that there are no words that could ever repay the Lord for the joy brought to him 

because of the Thessalonians. 
3. This again shows the depth of Paul’s love for them. 
Question:  do we have this kind of joy over those who stand firm in the Lord? 
Question:  have you ever experienced a joy that was so grand that you felt as though you owed God? 
4. To be overjoyed at the progress of another church is a characteristic of a mature believer. 
 
Pay Back: 
1. We can offer thanks to God, but never enough to repay Him for what He has done for those we 

love. 
2. The Lord owes us nothing.   Rom 11:34-36  For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who became 

His counselor?  Or who has first given to Him that it might be paid back to him again? For from Him and 
through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen. 

3. But what we unselfishly do for the Lord will be "paid back" at the resurrection.  Luke 14:12-14  And 
He also went on to say to the one who had invited Him, "When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not 
invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also invite you in return, 
and repayment come to you. "But when you give a reception, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the 
blind, and you will be blessed, since they do not have the means to repay you; for you will be repaid at 
the resurrection of the righteous." 

4. The Lord will "pay back" injustice.  Rom 12:17-21  Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect 
what is right in the sight of all men. If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. 
Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance 
is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord. "But if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him a 
drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals upon his head." Do not be overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil with good. 

5. Those who afflict you will be paid back.  2 Thes 1:5-8  This is a plain indication of God's righteous 
judgment so that you may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which indeed you are 
suffering. For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to give relief 
to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His 
mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do 
not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 
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6. God will "pay back" those involved in willful sinning.  Heb 10:26-31  For if we go on sinning willfully 
after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain 
terrifying expectation of judgment, and the fury of a fire which will consume the adversaries. Anyone who 
has set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. How much 
severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has 
regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of 
grace? For we know Him who said, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay." And again, "The Lord will judge His 
people." It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 

Principle:  This type of joy is only found in the presence of the Lord. 
 
1 Thes 3:10 = Prayer For Reuniting 
 
as we night and day keep praying (PPI DEOMAI = a desire, want) most earnestly (HUPEREKPERISSOU = 
perissos = exceedingly; huperperissos = strengthened; above exceedingly; huperek... = above and out of 
exceedingly) that we may see (AAINF HORAW) your face, and may complete (AAINF KATARTIDZW = to 
mend, furnish completely; mending nets Matt 4:21) what is lacking (HUSTER8MA = a lack, deficiency, 
shortcoming) in your faith? 
 
Principle:  Close relationships grounded in the Lord yearn for fellowship. 
 
Summary: 
1. Paul lets them know the intensity of his prayer to come see them. 
2. The intensity of the prayer is directed to the one who can do exceedingly abundantly more than 

we can ask or think.  Eph 3:20  Now to Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly beyond all that 
we ask or think, according to the power that works within us, 

3. The Thessalonians are instructed to esteem very highly those who instruct them (remember that 
they have an instructor who esteems them highly).  1 Thes 5:12-13  But we request of you, brethren, 
that you appreciate those who diligently labor among you, and have charge over you in the Lord and give 
you instruction, and that you esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Live in peace with 
one another. 

Principle:  good, solid relationships are built by having a high regard for one another.  Phil 2:3 
Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another 
as more important than himself; Rom 12:10  Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference 
to one another in honor;   1 Pet 2:17  Honor all men; love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king. 

Principle:  Good, solid relationships are built on good and virtuous desires toward one another, including 
the personal filling of a valid need. 

4. God especially hears our good desires.  Matt 9:37-38  Then He said to His disciples, "The harvest is  
harvest." 

5. A good desire is for the reconciliation of others to God?   2 Cor 5:20-21  Therefore, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God were entreating through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God.  He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him. 

Question:  How intense are our prayers concerning the filling of others needs and how available are we to 
serve? 

Principle:  Part of ministry is helping others be restored to usefulness. 
6. God wants restoration to usefulness in us, especially in the area of praise.  Matt 21:15-16  But 

when the chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that He had done, and the children who 
were crying out in the temple and saying, "Hosanna to the Son of David," they became indignant, and 
said to Him, "Do You hear what these are saying?" And Jesus said to them, "Yes; have you never read, 
'Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babes Thou hast prepared praise for Thyself'?" 

7. God wants us to play a part in the restoration of others.  Gal 6:1  Brethren, even if a man is caught in 
any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; {each one} looking to 
yourself, lest you too be tempted.    

8. Suffering is part of the mending process. 1 Pet 5:8-10  Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your 
adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. But resist him, firm in 
your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who 
are in the world. And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His 
eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you. 
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Principle:  at times we may think we lack the resources to fill another's need, but here we learn to walk by 
faith. 

9. True sacrifice honors God.  Luke 21:3-4  And He said, "Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in more 
than all of them; for they all out of their surplus put into the offering; but she out of her poverty put in all 
that she had to live on." 

10. Great believers refresh the spirit of those who lack.  1 Cor 16:17-18  And I rejoice over the coming of 
Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus; because they have supplied what was lacking on your part.  
For they have refreshed my spirit and yours. Therefore acknowledge such men. 

11. We should help those who lack realizing that we could one day be there.  2 Cor 8:13-15  For this is 
not for the ease of others and for your affliction, but by way of equality--at this present time your 
abundance being a supply for their want, that their abundance also may become a supply for your want, 
that there may be equality; as it is written, "He who gathered much did not have too much, and he who 
gathered little had no lack." 

12. Supplying the needs of the saints overflows into thanksgivings to God.  2 Cor 9:10-12  Now He 
who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food, will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and 
increase the harvest of your righteousness; you will be enriched in everything for all liberality, which 
through us is producing thanksgiving to God. For the ministry of this service is not only fully supplying the 
needs of the saints, but is also overflowing through many thanksgivings to God. 

13. Churches need to supply the needs of missionaries so that they can evangelize without money 
being an issue.  2 Cor 11:8-9  I robbed other churches, taking wages from them to serve you; and when 
I was present with you and was in need, I was not a burden to anyone; for when the brethren came from 
Macedonia, they fully supplied my need, and in everything I kept myself from being a burden to you, and 
will continue to do so. 

14. Great servants of the Lord will even put their life at risk so as to help other servants of the Lord.  
Phil 2:29-30  Therefore receive him in the Lord with all joy, and hold men like him in high regard; because 
he came close to death for the work of Christ, risking his life to complete what was deficient in your 
service to me. 

Question:  Are we willing to participate in the sufferings that are allotted to the body of Christ?  Col 1:24 
Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I do my share on behalf of His body (which is 
the church) in filling up that which is lacking in Christ's afflictions. 
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1 Thessalonians 3:11-13 
The Concluding Prayer 

 
1. The Past: The Work of Faith (1:1-3:13) 

A. The Commendation of the Thessalonians (1:1-10) 
B. The Character Of The Communicator.  2:1-12 
C. The Conduct of the Thessalonians (2:13-16) 
D. The Concern of the Apostle (2:17-20) 
E. The Confirmation of the Thessalonians (3:1-10) 
F. The Concluding Prayer (3:11-13) 

 
Principle:  Ask the Lord to mark out the shortest route for the enhancement of fellowship and 

relationships.  
Principle:  Pray that the relationships of others will exceed any and all measures of love.  (begin with self) 
Principle:  Pray that this love will extend to all mankind. 
Principle:  Pray that you do not limit the possibilities of love. 
Principle:  An immeasurable love for mankind is the best preparation for standing in front of the Lord. 
Principle:  Our objective is to not be blamed for being unloving toward anyone when we stand in front of 

the Lord. 
Principle:  God wants others to see His love in you. 
 
1 Thes 3:11 = Paul's Personal Request 
 
Now may our God and Father Himself and Jesus our Lord direct (AAOPT KATEUTHUNW = to make straight; 
guide; direct-I.e. provide the shortest distance; opt is a wish/desire) our way to you; 
 
Principle 1:  Ask the Lord to mark out the shortest route for the enhancement of fellowship and 

relationships. 
 
Summary: 
1. This is a prayer for expedition of their reunion. 
2. Paul is addressing the planner and executor with his request, so he is going to the top. 
3. Part of the reason that the Lord came was to provide the shortest distance to the way of peace,  

which is an integral part of good relationships.  Luke 1:78-79  Because of the tender mercy of our 
God, with which the sunrise from on high shall visit us, To shine upon those who sit in darkness and the 
shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace." 

4. The Lord marks out the shortest route for us into the love of God, which is the foundation for 
good relationships.  2 Thes 3:4-5  And we have confidence in the Lord concerning you, that you are 
doing and will continue to do what we command.  And may the Lord direct your hearts into the love of 
God and into the steadfastness of Christ. 

 
1 Thes 3:12 = The Request to Grow in Love 
 
and may the Lord cause you to increase (AAOPT PLEONADZW = to cause to superabound) and abound 
(AAOPT PERISSEUW = exceeding a certain measure) in love (AGAP8) for one another (ALL8LWN), and for 
all men, just as we also do for you; 
 
This is a prayer for their personal growth in the area of relationships. 
 
Principle:  Pray that the relationships of others will exceed any and all measures of love.  (begin with self) 
Principle:  Pray that this love will extend to all mankind. 
 
Why Superabound In Love? 
Summary: 
1.   When sin increases, loving grace is needed all the more.  Rom 5:20-21  And the Law came in that 

the transgression might increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, that, as sin 
reigned in death, even so grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 



94 

2.   Love displayed in grace causes thanksgiving to abound to God.  2 Cor 4:15-18  For all things are for 
your sakes, that the grace which is spreading to more and more people may cause the giving of thanks to 
abound to the glory of God. Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet 
our inner man is being renewed day by day. For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal 
weight of glory far beyond all comparison, while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are 
eternal. 

3. Love shares resources, which increases your eternal account.  Phil 4:15-17  And you yourselves 
also know, Philippians, that at the first preaching of the gospel, after I departed from Macedonia, no 
church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving but you alone; for even in Thessalonica you 
sent a gift more than once for my needs.  Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek for the profit which 
increases to your account. 

4.   It is one of the qualities that increase your usefulness to God.  2 Pet 1:5-9  Now for this very reason 
also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, 
knowledge; and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your 
perseverance, Godliness; and in your Godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love. 
For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the 
true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having 
forgotten his purification from his former sins. 

 
How To Exceed The Measure:  (Needed Realizations) 
1. To enter the kingdom of heaven requires a righteousness that must exceed any system of 

legalism, thus what Paul is describing is not based on methods but grace.  Matt 5:20  (grace 
supplier)  "For I say to you, that unless your righteousness surpasses {that} of the scribes and Pharisees, 
you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven. 

2.   Realize that what the Lord did for us in redemption is beyond our measure.  Eph 1:7-8  (lavish 
buyer)  In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of His grace, which He lavished upon us. In all wisdom and insight 

3. Realize that god can multiply your resources as you us what you have to serve others, so that 
there will be an abundance, thus you can have more than enough love.  Matt 14:20 (multiplier)  and 
they all ate, and were satisfied. And they picked up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve full 
baskets.  

4. Realize that the grace of Jesus Christ was more than enough to pay for the sins of all, thus there 
exists more than enough love to reach all mankind.  Rom 5:15  (love provider)  But the free gift is not 
like the transgression. For if by the transgression of the one the many died, much more did the grace of 
God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many.   

5. Realize that truly joyful giving to God opens the door for abundant blessings of grace.  2 Cor 9:7-9 
(blessing decider)  Let each one do just as he has purposed in his heart; not grudgingly or under 
compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, that always 
having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed; as it is written, "He 
scattered abroad, he gave to the poor, His righteousness abides forever." 

 
How To Exceed The Measure:  (Applications) 
Principle:  Pray that you do not limit the possibilities of love. 
1.   Let us pray that others have hope beyond measure.   Rom 15:13  Now may the God of hope fill you 

with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.   
2.   Let us pray that our spiritual gifts help the church beyond measure.  1 Cor 14:12  So also you, since 

you are zealous of spiritual {gifts,} seek to abound for the edification of the church. 
3. Let us not place limits on the degree to which we help others.  2 Cor 8:7  But just as you abound in 

everything, in faith and utterance and knowledge and in all earnestness and in the love we inspired in 
you, {see} that you abound in this gracious work also.  

4. Let us not hold back in the work of the Lord.  1 Cor 15:58  Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not {in} vain in 
the Lord.  

5. Let us not measure out our love.  Phil 1:9-11  And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and 
more in real knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in 
order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; having been filled with the fruit of righteousness 
which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 
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6.   Let us not measure out our walk.  1 Thes 4:1,10  Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort you in 
the Lord Jesus, that, as you received from us {instruction} as to how you ought to walk and please God 
(just as you actually do walk), that you may excel still more.  4:10 for indeed you do practice it toward all 
the brethren who are in all Macedonia. But we urge you, brethren, to excel still more. 

7. Footnote: Paul’s prayer is answered.  2 Thes 1:3  We ought always to give thanks to God for you, 
brethren, as is only fitting, because your faith is greatly enlarged, and the love of each one of you toward 
one another grows ever greater; 

Principle:  Ask the Lord to mark out the shortest route for the enhancement of fellowship and 
relationships. 

Principle:  Pray that the relationships of others will exceed any and all measures of love.  (begin with self) 
Principle:  Pray that this love will extend to all mankind. 
Principle:  Pray that you do not limit the possibilities of love. 
 
1 Thes 3:13 = Have An Eternal Perspective 
 
so that He may establish (AAINF ST8RIDZW = to fix, make fast, set) your hearts unblamable (AMEMPTOS = 
not blamed; not used to describe Jesus Christ.  He was faultless but blamed for acts He did not do and even for 
good acts that they viewed as sin; this use emphasizes the overt) in holiness (HAGIOSUN8 = the manifestation 
of the quality of holiness in personal conduct) before our God and Father at the coming (PAROUSIA) of our 
Lord Jesus with all His saints. 
 
Principle:  An immeasurable love for mankind is the best preparation for standing in front of the Lord. 
 
Summary: 
1. A love for mankind lets the love of Christ on the inside become overt. 
2. Our love for others is to be manifested. 
3. A love for others firmly establishes our hearts. 
Principle:  our objective is to not be blamed for being unloving toward anyone when we stand in front of 
the Lord. 
4.  This is a prayer to live life in view of the eternal. 
5. It is possible to be overtly blameless.  Luke 1:5-6  In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a 

certain priest named Zacharias, of the division of Abijah; and he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, 
and her name was Elizabeth. And they were both righteous in the sight of God, walking blamelessly in all 
the commandments and requirements of the Lord. 

6. What others see though is not the final objective.  Phil 3:4-7  although I myself might have confidence 
even in the flesh. If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far more: circumcised the 
eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a 
Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found 
blameless. But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of 
Christ. 

7. Part of being blameless is the removal of grumbling.  Phil 2:14-16  Do all things without grumbling or 
disputing; that you may prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach 
in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world, 
holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may have cause to glory because I did not run in 
vain nor toil in vain. 

Principle:  God wants others to see His love in you. 
8.   The quality of holiness in personal conduct comes from the Holy Spirit.  Rom 1:4  who was 

declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of 
holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord,  

9. This holiness involves a cleansing from the defilement of the flesh and the spirit.  2 Cor 7:1 
Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, 
perfecting holiness in the fear of God.  

10. Let us not stand in front of our Lord in shame because we didn't love those that He loved.  1 John 
2:28  And now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence and not 
shrink away from Him in shame at His coming.   

Principle #1:  Ask the Lord to mark out the shortest route for the enhancement of fellowship and 
relationships. 

Principle #2:  Pray that the relationships of others will exceed any and all measures of love.  (begin with 
self) 
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Principle #3:  Pray that this love will extend to all mankind. 
Principle #4:  Pray that you do not limit the possibilities of love. 
Principle #5:  An immeasurable love for mankind is the best preparation for standing in front of the Lord. 
Principle #6:  Our objective is to not be blamed for being unloving toward anyone when we stand in front 

of the Lord. 
Principle #7:  God wants others to see His love in you. 
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1 Thessalonians 4:1-8 
Their Love for God  

 
1. The Past: The Work of Faith (1:1-3:13) 
2. The Present: The Labor of Love (4:1-12) 

A. Their Love for God.  4:1-8 
 
1 Thes 4:1 = #1 An Unfinished Walk 
 
Finally then, brethren, we request (PAI ERWTAW = a request among equals) and exhort (PAI PARAKALEW) 
you in the Lord Jesus, that, as you received (AAI PARALAMBANW) from us instruction as to how (PWS = 
manner) you ought (PAIMPRS DEI = obligated) to walk (PAINF PERIPATEW) and please (PAINF ARESKW = 
acceptable to) God (just as you actually do walk (PAI PERIPATEW)), that you may excel (PAS PERISSEUW) 
still more. 
 
Principle:  A lifestyle designed to please God is an obligation and this lifestyle will constantly need 
improvement: 
 
Summary: 
1. Paul is addressing and encouraging them as a fellow-priest. 
2. We are all obligated to stand before the Lord, so walking to please God is preparation.  2 Cor 5:10  

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his 
deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.   

3. Part of this lifestyle involves words of grace as we are obligated to respond to people.  Col 4:6  Let 
your speech always be with grace, seasoned, {as it were,} with salt, so that you may know how you 
should respond to each person.  

4. Christian maturity consistently meets certain obligations.  1 Tim 3:2-7  An overseer, then, must be 
above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not 
addicted to wine or pugnacious, but gentle, uncontentious, free from the love of money.  He must be one 
who manages his own household well, keeping his children under control with all dignity  (but if a man 
does not know how to manage his own household, how will he take care of the church of God?); and not 
a new convert, lest he become conceited and fall into the condemnation incurred by the devil.  And he 
must have a good reputation with those outside the church, so that he may not fall into reproach and the 
snare of the devil. 

5. Faith is a requirement of this lifestyle that is designed to please God.  Heb 11:6  And without faith it 
is impossible to please {Him}, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and {that} He is a 
rewarder of those who seek Him.  

 
1 Thes 4:2 = # 2 Obedience to the Lord's Commandments 
 
For you know (PF AI OIDA) what commandments (PARAGGELIA = a charge received from a superior and 
then given to others; cf diatagma = imposed by decree or law; entol8 = moral and religious precepts) we gave 
(AAI DIDWMI) you by the authority of the Lord Jesus. 
 
Principle:  This walk involves obedience to commands given by the Lord. 
 
Summary: 
1. Commands given by the Lord through men should have love as an objective.  1 Tim 1:5  But the 

goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. 
2. The Lord's commands are so that we may "fight the good fight."  1 Tim 1:18-20  This command I 

entrust to you, Timothy, my son, in accordance with the prophecies previously made concerning you, that 
by them you may fight the good fight, keeping faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected 
and suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith. Among these are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have 
delivered over to Satan, so that they may be taught not to blaspheme. 

3. None of the commands of men should contradict the commands of God.  Acts 5:27-29  And when 
they had brought them, they stood them before the Council. And the high priest questioned them, saying, 
"We gave you strict orders not to continue teaching in this name, and behold, you have filled Jerusalem 
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with your teaching, and intend to bring this man's blood upon us." But Peter and the apostles answered 
and said, "We must obey God rather than men. 

4. God can use even the unfair use of authority by men to accomplish good.  Acts 16:23-31  And 
when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to 
guard them securely; and he, having received such a command, threw them into the inner prison, and 
fastened their feet in the stocks. But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of 
praise to God, and the prisoners were listening to them; and suddenly there came a great earthquake, so 
that the foundations of the prison house were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened, and 
everyone's chains were unfastened. And when the jailer had been roused out of sleep and had seen the 
prison doors opened, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had 
escaped. But Paul cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Do yourself no harm, for we are all here!" And he 
called for lights and rushed in and, trembling with fear, he fell down before Paul and Silas, and after he 
brought them out, he said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" And they said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, 
and you shall be saved, you and your household." 

 
1 Thes 4:3 = # 3 God's Moral Will 
 
For this is the will (THEL8MA = result of a desire) of God, your sanctification (HAGIASMOS = set apart, 
separated); that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality (APO T8V PORNEIA = from the fornication); 
 
Principle:  God's will is a moral walk that sets one apart from the world.   
 
To Fully Know God's Will: 
1. We must desire to do God's will.  John 5:30  "I can do nothing on My own initiative. As I hear, I judge; 

and My judgment is just, because I do not seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.  John 7:17  
"If any man is willing to do His will, he shall know of the teaching, whether it is of God, or {whether} I 
speak from Myself. 

2. We must be willing to surrender to God's will.  Luke 22:42  saying, "Father, if Thou art willing, remove 
this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Thine be done."  Rom 12:1-2  I urge you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual service of worship.  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. 

3. We must seek a wise walk that redeems the time.  Eph 5:15-17  Therefore be careful how you walk, 
not as unwise men, but as wise, making the most of your time, because the days are evil. So then do not 
be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 

 
It Is Clearly God's Will: 
1. To save everyone who believes in His Son.  John 6:40   "For this is the will of My Father, that 

everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him, may have eternal life; and I Myself will raise him up 
on the last day."  

2.   For us to give thanks in everything.  1 Thes 5:18  in everything give thanks; for this is God's will for 
you in Christ Jesus. 

3. For us to do what is right so as to silence the foolish.  1 Pet 2:13-15  Submit yourselves for the Lord's 
sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in authority, or to governors as sent by him 
for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right. For such is the will of God that by 
doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men. 

4. To live a moral life.  Our verse. 
 
A Promise:  When we pray in accordance with His will He listens.  1 John 5:14  And this is the confidence 
which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 
 
What Is Sanctification? 
1. The believer is set apart to god at salvation.  1 Cor 1:26-31  For consider your calling, brethren, that 

there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; but God has 
chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the 
world to shame the things which are strong, and the base things of the world and the despised, God has 
chosen, the things that are not, that He might nullify the things that are, that no man should boast before 
God.  But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness 
and sanctification, and redemption, that, just as it is written, "Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord." 
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2. The believer embarks on a moral course of life that befits those so separated.  1 Thes 4:3; Rom 
6:17-23  But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to 
that form of teaching to which you were committed, and having been freed from sin, you became slaves 
of righteousness. I am speaking in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you 
presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness, resulting in further lawlessness, so 
now present your members as slaves to righteousness, resulting in sanctification.   

3. The believer separates from evil things and ways.  Romans 6:20-23  (benefit of salvation) For when 
you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. Therefore what benefit were you then 
deriving from the things of which you are now ashamed? For the outcome of those things is death. But 
now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, 
and the outcome, eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

4. Sanctification must be learned and pursued.  Heb 12:11-16  All discipline for the moment seems not 
to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit 
of righteousness. Therefore, strengthen the hands that are weak and the knees that are feeble, and make 
straight paths for your feet, so that the limb which is lame may not be put out of joint, but rather be 
healed. Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord. See to 
it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and 
by it many be defiled; that there be no immoral or Godless person like Esau, who sold his own birthright 
for a single meal. 

5. Sanctification can only be truly accomplished by the Holy Spirit. 2 Thes 2:13-17  But we should 
always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the 
beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth. And it was for this He 
called you through our gospel, that you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brethren, 
stand firm and hold to the traditions which you were taught, whether by word of mouth or by letter from 
us. Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who has loved us and given us eternal 
comfort and good hope by grace, comfort and strengthen your hearts in every good work and word.  1 
Pet 1:1-2  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, 
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, that you may obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His 
blood: may grace and peace be yours in fullest measure.  Rom 15:16; 

6. True sanctification has overt results.  1 Thes 3:13  
 
1 Thes 4:4 = The Result of Obedience-Honor 
 
that each of you know (PF A INF OIDA = from experience; I.e. abstinence) how to possess (PMINF KTAOMAI 
= to procure for oneself; acquire; obtain) his own (reflex p.n. not possessive; thus his person not his wife) vessel 
(SKEUOS = a vessel or implement of any kind) in sanctification (HAGIASMOS) and honor (TIM8), 
 
Principle:  God wants you to be set apart with honor which involves a learned self-control. 
 
Taking Control: 
1. Taking control involves the realization that the acquisition of material possessions is not to be the 

goal of a Christian worker.  Matt 10:9-10  "Do not acquire gold, or silver, or copper for your money 
belts, or a bag for your journey, or even two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for the worker is worthy of his 
support. 

2. Taking control realizes the value of the relationship with the Lord.  Luke 21:16-19  "But you will be 
delivered up even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to 
death, and you will be hated by all on account of My name. "Yet not a hair of your head will perish. "By 
your endurance you will gain your lives. 

 
Of Your Vessel 
1. We as believers are vessels of the Lord with an assigned task.  Acts 9:15-16  But the Lord said to 

him, "Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and the 
sons of Israel;  for I will show him how much he must suffer for My name's sake." 

2. But we can choose mercy or destruction.  Rom 9:21-23  Or does not the potter have a right over the 
clay, to make from the same lump one vessel for honorable use, and another for common use? What if 
God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much 
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patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction? And He did so in order that He might make known the 
riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glory, 

3. Jesus Christ in us is indeed treasure in our vessel.  2 Cor 4:6-10  For God, who said, "Light shall 
shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassing 
greatness of the power may be of God and not from ourselves; we are afflicted in every way, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 
always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our 
body. 

4. We have a responsibility to cleanse our vessel of wickedness.  2 Tim 2:20-22  Now in a large house 
there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also vessels of wood and of earthenware, and some to 
honor and some to dishonor. Therefore, if a man cleanses himself from these things (from V14-19 = 
useless wranglings; worldly and empty chatter; wickedness), he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified, 
useful to the Master, prepared for every good work. Now flee from youthful lusts, and pursue 
righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart. 

5. Men have a responsibility to honor their wife as a weaker vessel.  1 Pet 3:7  You husbands likewise, 
live with {your wives} in an understanding way, as with a weaker vessel, since she is a woman; and grant 
her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered. 

 
The Honor of Sanctification (Importance): 
1. The Lord honored us when He paid for us.  1 Cor 6:19-20  (We honor Him in return through 

sanctification)  Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you 
have from God, and that you are not your own?  For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify 
God in your body. 

2. Thus, God deserves the eternal honor.  1 Tim 1:17  Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the 
only God, {be} honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.  

3. Honor must be sought and God will reward it.  Rom 2:5-11  But because of your stubbornness and 
unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous 
judgment of God, who will render to every man according to his deeds: to those who by perseverance in 
doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life; but to those who are selfishly ambitious 
and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath and indignation. There will be tribulation and 
distress for every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek, but glory and honor 
and peace to every man who does good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  For there is no partiality 
with God. 

4. Man-made religion, although set apart, is not honorable.  Col 2:21-23  "Do not handle, do not taste, 
do not touch!" (which all refer to things destined to perish with the using)-- in accordance with the 
commandments and teachings of men?  These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of 
wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value 
against fleshly indulgence. 

5. Endurance of various trials will let us stand before the Lord with honor.  1 Pet 1:6-9  In this you 
greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, 
that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, 
may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; and though you 
have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly 
rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,  obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your 
souls. 

 
 
 
1 Thes 4:5 = The Opposite of Sanctification 
 
not in lustful passion (PATHOS = lust; the diseased condition out of which "epithumia" springs; Trench; 
EPITHUMIA = strong desire of any kind), like the Gentiles who do not know God (TA + M8 + PF PTC OIDA); 
 
Principle:  A lack of self-control concerning moral issues is a characteristic of the unsaved, thus we 

should live the difference that Jesus has made in our life. 
 
1.   God will permit sinful passions to run their course.  Rom 1:26  For this reason God gave them over 

to degrading passions; for their women exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural, 
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2. But the Christian must learn to "consider themselves as dead" to those types of passions.  Col 
3:1-5  If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated 
at the right hand of God. Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth. For you 
have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you 
also will be revealed with Him in glory. Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to 
immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry. 

3. Worldly passions will bring ruin and destruction.  1 Tim 6:9-10  But those who want to get rich fall 
into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and 
destruction.  For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered 
away from the faith, and pierced themselves with many a pang. 

4. Paul prophesied a time when even believers would lay aside truth to pursue their own desires.  2 
Tim 4:1-4  I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living 
and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.  For the time will come when they 
will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves 
teachers in accordance to their own desires;  and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn 
aside to myths. 

5. True appreciation of grace and a focus on eternity leads us to deny worldly desires.  Titus 2:11-15  
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing us to deny ungodliness and 
worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and Godly in the present age, looking for the blessed 
hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus; who gave Himself for us, 
that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself a people for His own possession, 
zealous for good deeds. These things speak and exhort and reprove with all authority. Let no one 
disregard you. 

6. Immoral lusts are not freedom but slavery.  Titus 3:3-7  For we also once were foolish ourselves, 
disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, 
hateful, hating one another. But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, 
He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His 
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out upon us 
richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, that being justified by His grace we might be made heirs according 
to the hope of eternal life. 

7. Whatever time one may have spent in immoral acts is sufficient.  1 Pet 4:1-3  Therefore, since Christ 
has suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same purpose, because he who has suffered in the 
flesh has ceased from sin, so as to live the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for the lusts of men, but 
for the will of God.  For the time already past is sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of the 
Gentiles, having pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, carousals, drinking parties and 
abominable idolatries. 

8. Morality is a significant and essential building block of one’s relationship with the Lord.                 
2 Pet 1:2-4  Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; seeing 
that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and Godliness, through the true 
knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. For by these He has granted to us His 
precious and magnificent promises, in order that by them you might become partakers of the divine 
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust. 

9. Worldly desires pass away, so why not seek that which lasts forever?  1 John 2:15-17  Do not love 
the world, nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all 
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from 
the Father, but is from the world.  And the world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does 
the will of God abides forever. 

 
1 Thes 4:6 = Sanctification is a Protector of Relationships 
 
and that no man transgress (PAINF HUPERBAINW = 1X; to go beyond; overstep the limits separating chastity 
from licentiousness; sanctification from sin) and defraud (PAINF PLEONEKTEW = to have more; take advantage 
of; defraud; ref. to last part of 10th commandment) his brother in the matter (PRAGMA = that which has been 
done) because the Lord is the avenger (EKDIKOS = out from justice) in all these things, just as we also told 
you before (AAI PROLEGW) and solemnly warned you (AMI DIAMARTUROMAI = to testify through-made it 
clear; stood as a witness). 
 
Principle:  Sanctification protects relationships which the Lord views as important. 
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Summary: 
1. God places the primary responsibility on men to not step over the line in regards to another's 

wife, be she present or future. 
2.   Immorality takes advantage of others instead of serving others in spiritual love. 
3.   Those who do face the judgment of the Lord, which can be administered by human organizations.  

Rom 13:3-4  For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no 
fear of authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same; for it is a minister of God to 
you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a 
minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath upon the one who practices evil. 

 
Taking Advantage: 
1. Satan will take advantage of a person who fails to forgive.  2 Cor 2:10-11  But whom you forgive 

anything, I forgive also; for indeed what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, I did it for your sakes 
in the presence of Christ, in order that no advantage be taken of us by Satan; for we are not ignorant of 
his schemes. 

2.   Taking advantage of no one is a characteristic of holiness which is befitting a person of God.  2 
Cor 7:1-2  Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of 
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.  Make room for us in your hearts; we wronged no 
one, we corrupted no one, we took advantage of no one. 

3. Those carrying the gospel of Christ must be especially careful to not take advantage of anyone. 2 
Cor 12:17-18 Certainly I have not taken advantage of you through any of those whom I have sent to you, 
have I?  I urged Titus to go, and sent the brother with him. Titus did not take any advantage of you, did 
he? Did we not conduct ourselves in the same spirit and walk in the same steps? 

 
The Testimony: 
1. Your testimony is your personal relationship to a matter.  Acts 8:24-25  But Simon answered and 

said, "Pray to the Lord for me yourselves, so that nothing of what you have said may come upon me."  
And so, when they had solemnly testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they started back to 
Jerusalem, and were preaching the gospel to many villages of the Samaritans. 

2. Peter could testify to being saved from a perverse generation.  Acts 2:40  (wanted the title first)  And 
with many other words he solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, "Be saved from this 
perverse generation!"    

3. Your testimony is about your encounter with the living Lord and His witness.  Acts 10:42-43  "And 
He ordered us to preach to the people, and solemnly to testify that this is the One who has been 
appointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead.  "Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through 
His name everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins."  Acts 18:5  But when Silas and 
Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul began devoting himself completely to the word, solemnly 
testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ. 

4. Your testimony involves repentance, faith and grace with the opportunities provided by the Holy 
Spirit.  Acts 20:21-24  solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks of repentance toward God and faith 
in our Lord Jesus Christ. "And now, behold, bound in spirit, I am on my way to Jerusalem, not knowing 
what will happen to me there, except that the Holy Spirit solemnly testifies to me in every city, saying that 
bonds and afflictions await me.  "But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, in order 
that I may finish my course, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of 
the gospel of the grace of God. 

5. As unashamed workmen we are to be a witness against the useless wrangling over words.  2 Tim 
2:14-15  Remind them of these things, and solemnly charge them in the presence of God not to wrangle 
about words, which is useless, and leads to the ruin of the hearers.  Be diligent to present yourself 
approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth. 

6. We are also to testify to the proclamation of the word of Jesus Christ.  2 Tim 4:1-2  I solemnly 
charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by 
His appearing and His kingdom:  preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction. 
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1 Thes 4:7 = God's Invitation 
 
For God has not called (AAI KALEW = to call, summon, appoint) us for the purpose of impurity (EPI + 
AKATHARSIA = free from admixture, without blemish, spotless; a ritual defilement of the soul), but in 
sanctification (EN + HAGIASMOS). 
 
Principle:  Sanctification is God's invitation to a life free from an hypocrisy where the outside looks good 

and the inside is rotten. 
 
Summary: 
1. God's has invited us to be sanctified from the inside-out.  Matt 23:27-28  "Woe to you, scribes and 

Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which on the outside appear beautiful, but 
inside they are full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness.  "Even so you too outwardly appear 
righteous to men, but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. 

2. Even idolatry can look good from the outside.  Rom 1:22-25  Professing to be wise, they became 
fools, and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of 
birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures. Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their 
hearts to impurity, that their bodies might be dishonored among them. For they exchanged the truth of 
God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. 
Amen. 

3. This sanctification involves the removal of a work of the flesh.  Gal 5:19  Now the deeds of the flesh 
are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality,  

4. Unbelievers use appearances for selfish reasons.  Eph 4:17-19  This I say therefore, and affirm 
together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, 
being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in 
them, because of the hardness of their heart; and they, having become callous, have given themselves 
over to sensuality, for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness. 

5. So what is proper for believers is a life that lacks facades.  Eph 5:1-3  Therefore be imitators of God, 
as beloved children; and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you, and gave Himself up for us, an 
offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.  But do not let immorality or any impurity or greed 
even be named among you, as is proper among saints; 

6. This is accomplished by considering ourselves as dead to this hypocrisy.  Col 3:5-7  Therefore 
consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and 
greed, which amounts to idolatry. For it is on account of these things that the wrath of God will come, and 
in them you also once walked, when you were living in them. 

 
1 Thes 4:8 = The Choice 
 
Consequently (TOIGAROUV = tw + gar + ouv = to the therefore, therefore; a formal conclusion; 2X in NT-Heb 
12:1, he who rejects this is not rejecting (D.A. + PAPTC ATHETEW + PAI ATHETEW = REJECT properly, "to 
do away" with what has been laid down, lit: "without a place," signifies "to reject"; "bring to nothing"; "to despise," 
man but the God who gives His Holy Spirit to (EIS) you. 
 
Principle:  Take disagreements up with God. 
 
Summary: 
1. Rejecting sanctification involves entering into battle with the Holy Spirit.   Cf Gal 5:16 
2. Rejection of sanctification can be in the form of the fear of losing face with your companions.  

Mark 6:24-26  And she went out and said to her mother, "What shall I ask for?" And she said, "The head 
of John the Baptist." And immediately she came in haste before the king and asked, saying, "I want you to 
give me right away the head of John the Baptist on a platter." And although the king was very sorry, yet 
because of his oaths and because of his dinner guests, he was unwilling to refuse her. 

3.   Rejection of sanctification involves choosing men's opinions over God's commands.  Mark 7:8-9  
"Neglecting the commandment of God, you hold to the tradition of men." He was also saying to them, 
"You nicely set aside the commandment of God in order to keep your tradition. 

4. Rejecting sanctification is rejecting God's purpose for your life.  Luke 7:28-35  "I say to you, among 
those born of women, there is no one greater than John; yet he who is least in the kingdom of God is 
greater than he." And when all the people and the tax-gatherers heard this, they acknowledged God's 
justice, having been baptized with the baptism of John. But the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected God's 



104 

purpose for themselves, not having been baptized by John. "To what then shall I compare the men of this 
generation, and what are they like?  "They are like children who sit in the market place and call to one 
another; and they say, 'We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did 
not weep.' "For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine; and you say, 'He has a 
demon!' "The Son of Man has come eating and drinking; and you say, 'Behold, a gluttonous man, and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax-gatherers and sinners!' "Yet wisdom is vindicated by all her children." 

5. Rejection of sanctification includes not accepting God's servants.  Luke 10:1-16  Now after this the 
Lord appointed seventy others, and sent them two and two ahead of Him to every city and place where 
He Himself was going to come.  And He was saying to them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are 
few; therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.  "Go your ways; 
behold, I send you out as lambs in the midst of wolves.  "Carry no purse, no bag, no shoes; and greet no 
one on the way.  "And whatever house you enter, first say, 'Peace be to this house.'  "And if a man of 
peace is there, your peace will rest upon him; but if not, it will return to you.  "And stay in that house, 
eating and drinking what they give you; for the laborer is worthy of his wages. Do not keep moving from 
house to house,  "And whatever city you enter, and they receive you, eat what is set before you;  and heal 
those in it who are sick, and say to them, 'The kingdom of God has come near to you.' "But whatever city 
you enter and they do not receive you, go out into its streets and say,  'Even the dust of your city which 
clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against you; yet be sure of this, that the kingdom of God has 
come near.' "I say to you, it will be more tolerable in that day for Sodom, than for that city. "Woe to you, 
Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles had been performed in Tyre and Sidon which 
occurred in you, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes.  "But it will be more 
tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the judgment, than for you.  "And you, Capernaum, will not be exalted to 
heaven, will you? You will be brought down to Hades!  "The one who listens to you listens to Me, and 
the one who rejects you rejects Me; and he who rejects Me rejects the One who sent Me." 

6. The words of Christ that we reject will stand one day as our judge.  John 12:46-50  "I have come as 
light into the world, that everyone who believes in Me may not remain in darkness. "And if anyone hears 
My sayings, and does not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world, but to save 
the world.  "He who rejects Me, and does not receive My sayings, has one who judges him; the word I 
spoke is what will judge him at the last day.  "For I did not speak on My own initiative, but the Father 
Himself who sent Me has given Me commandment, what to say, and what to speak.  "And I know that His 
commandment is eternal life; therefore the things I speak, I speak just as the Father has told Me." 

7. Christ rejects human "wisdom" and cleverness for salvation.  1 Cor 1:17-19  For Christ did not send 
me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not in cleverness of speech, that the cross of Christ should not 
be made void.  For the word of the cross is to those who are perishing foolishness, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God.  For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 
cleverness of the clever I will set aside." 

8. When seeking sanctification, we must remember not to reject the grace of God.  Gal 2:20-21  "I 
have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I 
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me.  "I 
do not nullify the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly." 

9.   Willful sinning is not part of this sanctification.  Heb 10:26-29  For if we go on sinning willfully after 
receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain terrifying 
expectation of judgment, and the fury of a fire which will consume the adversaries.  Anyone who has set 
aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.  How much 
severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has 
regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of 
grace? 
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1 Thessalonians 4:9-12 
Their Love for Others 

 
1. The Past: The Work of Faith (1:1-3:13) 
2. The Present: The Labor of Love (4:1-12) 

A. Their Love for God.  4:1-8 
B. Their Love for Others.  4:9-12  

 
1 Thes 4:9 = The Lord's Commandment-Love 
 
Now as to the love (PHILADELPH0S) of the brethren, you have no need (OU + PAI ECHW + CHREIAV) for 
anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God (PAI EIMI + THEODIDAKTOS = 1X; God-
taught; to love (PAINF AGAPAW) one another (ALL8LWN); 
 
Principle:  The first application of sanctification is love for one another which is taught by God. 
 
Summary: 
1. This involves the attainment of an unhypocritical love for one another.  Rom 12:9-10  Let love be 

without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good.  Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; 
give preference to one another in honor; 

2. This love of the brethren has some specific applications.  Heb 13:1-5  Let love of the brethren 
continue.  Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained angels 
without knowing it.  Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with them, and those who are ill-treated, 
since you yourselves also are in the body.  Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage 
bed be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge. Let your character be free from the love of 
money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, "I will never desert you, nor will I ever 
forsake you," 

3.   This love involves a purification of the soul.  1 Pet 1:22-23  Since you have in obedience to the truth 
purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart,  for you 
have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and 
abiding word of God. 

4. This quality renders you useful and fruitful for our Lord Jesus Christ.  2 Pet 1:5-9  Now for this very 
reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, 
knowledge;  and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your 
perseverance, Godliness; and in your Godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love.  
For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the 
true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, 
having forgotten his purification from his former sins. 

Principle # 1 = The first application of sanctification is love for one another which is taught by God. 
(Sanctification and love go hand in hand; sanctification without love is self-righteousness) 

 
1 Thes 4:10 = Seek to Excel in Love 
 
for indeed you do practice (PAI POIEW) it toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia. But we urge 
(PAI PARAKALEW) you, brethren, to excel (PAINF # 1 = PERISSEUW) still more, 
 
Principle:  The second application of sanctification is to excel in love. 
 
1 Thes 4:11 = Seek to Work Hard 
 
and to make it your ambition (PMINF # 2 = PHILOTIMEOMAI = 3X; to be a friend of honor; to strive to bring an 
honorable thing to pass; to be ambitious, make it your aim) to lead a quiet life (PAINF # 3 = '8SUCHADZW = to 
be quiet, still, at rest) and attend (PAINF # 4 = PRASSW = do, practice) to your own business and work 
(PMINF # 5 =  ERGADZOMAI) with your hands, just as we commanded (AAI PARAGGELLW = a command 
received from a superior and transmitted to an equal) you; 
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Have an Honorable Ambition 
1. Preaching the gospel is an honorable ambition.  Rom 15:20  And thus I aspired to preach the gospel, 

not where Christ was {already} named, that I might not build upon another man's foundation; 
2. An honorable ambition is to be pleasing to our Lord.  2 Cor 5:9  Therefore also we have as our 

ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.  
3. An honorable ambition is a humble life.  1 Thes 4:11  and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life 

and attend to your own business and work with your hands, just as we commanded you;  
 
Have a Simple Life 
1. This means being quiet in the presence of our Lord.  Luke 14:1-6  And it came about when He went 

into the house of one of the leaders of the Pharisees on the Sabbath to eat bread, that they were 
watching Him closely.  And there, in front of Him was a certain man suffering from dropsy.  And Jesus 
answered and spoke to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, "Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?"  
But they kept silent. And He took hold of him, and healed him, and sent him away. And He said to them, 
"Which one of you shall have a son or an ox fall into a well, and will not immediately pull him out on a 
Sabbath day?"  And they could make no reply to this. 

2. And taking the time to rest the soul.  Luke 23:56   And they returned and prepared spices and 
perfumes. And on the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment.    

3. It is surrender to God's will.  Acts 11:17-18  "If God therefore gave to them the same gift as He gave to 
us also after believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God's way?"  And when 
they heard this, they quieted down, and glorified God, saying, "Well then, God has granted to the 
Gentiles also the repentance that leads to life." 

4. It is turning unpleasant circumstances over to the Lord.  Acts 21:13-14  Then Paul answered, "What 
are you doing, weeping and breaking my heart? For I am ready not only to be bound, but even to die at 
Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus." And since he would not be persuaded, we fell silent, 
remarking, "The will of the Lord be done!" 

 
Commit to Yourself to Practice Sanctification 
1. Sanctification needs to be a voluntary practice.  1 Cor 9:17  For if I do this voluntarily, I have a 

reward; but if against my will, I have a stewardship entrusted to me.    
2. All of our practices will be placed in front of the judgment seat of Christ.  2 Cor 5:10  For we must all 

appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, 
according to what he has done, whether good or bad.  

3. Sinful practices will have an eternal cost.  Gal 5:21  envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like 
these, of which I forewarn you just as I have forewarned you that those who practice such things shall 
not inherit the kingdom of God.  

4. When we practice God's things we shall experience His peace.  Phil 4:9  The things you have 
learned and received and heard and seen in me, practice these things; and the God of peace shall be 
with you.  

5. One who practices evil will face the authorities.  Rom 13:3-4  For rulers are not a cause of fear for 
good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is good, and you will have 
praise from the same;  for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it 
does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath upon the one 
who practices evil. 

  
Production 
1. Loving sanctification produces no wrong to a neighbor.  Rom 13:9-10  For this, "You shall not 

commit adultery, you shall not murder, you shall not steal, you shall not covet," and if there is any other 
commandment, it is summed up in this saying, "you shall love your neighbor as yourself."  Love does 
no wrong to a neighbor; love therefore is the fulfillment of the law. 

2. Our production is to be directed toward all.  Gal 6:10  So then, while we have opportunity, let us do 
good to all men, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith.  

3. Our production is to be designed so that we may be able to help those in need.  Eph 4:28  Let him 
who steals steal no longer; but rather let him labor, performing with his own hands what is good, in order 
that he may have {something} to share with him who has need.   

4. All of our production is to be for the Lord.  Col 3:23  Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for 
the Lord rather than for men; 

5. God's word places a high value on production.  2 Thes 3:8-13  nor did we eat anyone's bread without 
paying for it, but with labor and hardship we kept working night and day so that we might not be a burden 
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to any of you; not because we do not have the right to this, but in order to offer ourselves as a model for 
you, that you might follow our example. For even when we were with you, we used to give you this order: 
if anyone will not work, neither let him eat. For we hear that some among you are leading an 
undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting like busybodies. Now such persons we command and 
exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to work in quiet fashion and eat their own bread. But as for you, brethren, 
do not grow weary of doing good. 

Principle:  Love is to excel in honorable ambition, simplicity, commitment and production. 
 
1 Thes 4:12 = The Reason for Sanctification is Evangelization 
 
so that you may behave properly (PAS PERIPATEW + EUSCH8MONWS = 3X; Decently; "gracefully, 
becomingly, in a seemly manner" eu, "well," schema, "a form, figure"; in a good form)  toward outsiders and not 
be in any need. 
 
Principle:  The seventh application of sanctification is to be a witness. 
 
Summary: 
1. As Christians, we should be careful not to be in a position where unbelievers may have 

opportunity to fill our needs. 
2. A proper form of sanctification is a solid work ethic. 
3. Another proper form of sanctification is one that has "put on the Lord."  Rom 13:13-14  Let us 

behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and 
sensuality, not in strife and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh 
in regard to its lusts. 

4. We must seek a good and proper form to carry out all principles of the word of God.  1 Cor 14:40  
But let all things be done properly and in an orderly manner.  
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1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
The Comfort of His Coming 

 
1. The Past: The Work of Faith (1:1-3:13) 
2. The Present: The Labor of Love (4:1-12) 
3. The Prospective: The Endurance of Hope (4:13-5:28) 

A. The Comfort of His Coming.  4:13-18 
 
1 Thes 4:13 = A Different Kind of Grief 
 
But we do not want (PAI THELW) you to be uninformed (PAINF AGNOEW = without knowledge), brethren, 
about those who are asleep (PMPTC KOIMAOMAI = used for the sleep of believers; different for the word used 
in Ch 5 for being spiritually asleep), that you may not grieve (PPS LUPEW), as (KATHWS) do the rest who 
have no hope (ELPIS). 
 
Principle:  The Believer does not have to grieve over the loss of loved ones like the unbeliever does.  

(Jesus is our Hope.  Heb 6:19-20)  John 11:25  Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life; he 
who believes in Me shall live even if he dies,    

 
1 Thes 4:14 = A Promise for the Bereaved 
 
For if we believe (PAI PISTEUW) that Jesus died (AAI APOTHV8SKW) and rose (AAI ANIST8MI) again, even 
so God will bring (FAI AGW) with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 
 
Principle:  The reason is that the reunion with other Believers in Jesus Christ is just as certain as 

salvation.  (Jesus is our salvation) 
 
John 10:36  do you say of Him, whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, `You are blaspheming,' 
because I said, `I am the Son of God'?   
John 14:6  Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me.    
John 10:7  Jesus therefore said to them again, "Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep.   
 
1 Thes 4:15 = The Privilege of the Sleeping Saints 
 
For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive (D.A. + PAPTC ZAW), and remain 
(PPPTC PERILEIPW) until the coming (PAROUSIA) of the Lord, shall not precede (AAS PHTHANW = to 
anticipate, reach to) those who have fallen asleep. 
 
Principle:  The reunion is not negated by death.  (Jesus is our life)  John 6:35  Jesus said to them, "I am the 

bread of life; he who comes to Me shall not hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst. 
 
1 Thes 4:16 = The Announcement of the Lord's Arrival 
 
For the Lord Himself will descend (FAI KATABAINW) from heaven with a shout (KELEUSMA = 1X; a unique 
shout; a call, summons of a command), with the voice of the archangel (of an archangel), and with the 
trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise (FMI ANIST8MI) first (PRWTOS). 
 
Principle:  The Lord will return in all His royalty.  (Jesus is our King) 
 
John 5:28-29  "Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs shall hear His voice, 
and shall come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds 
to a resurrection of judgment. 
John 11:43 = Lazarus, come forth! 
 
1 Thes 4:17 = Reunion 
 
Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up (FPI = HARPADZW = to take by force; snatch up) 
together with them (those asleep) in the clouds to meet (Lit: unto a meeting; APANT8SIS = It is used in the 
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papyri of a newly arriving magistrate. "It seems that the special idea of the word was the official welcome of a 
newly arrived dignitary" ) the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always (PANTOTE) be with the Lord. 
 
Principle:  The Lord will "snatch us" into eternity.  (Jesus is our Deliverer) 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus was the first to be Raptured.  Rev 12:5  And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule 

all the nations with a rod of iron; and her child was caught up to God and to His throne. 
2. The Lord can do this because he has defeated Satan.  Matt 12:28-29  "But if I cast out demons by the 

Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. "Or how can anyone enter the strong man's 
house and carry off his property, unless he first binds the strong man? And then he will plunder his 
house. 

3. Satan seizes by force the gospel when he can.  Matt 13:19    "When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom, and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his 
heart. This is the one on whom seed was sown beside the road. 

4. False shepherds run from Satan and he snatches the sheep.  John 10:12-13  "He who is a hireling, 
and not a shepherd, who is not the owner of the sheep, beholds the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep, 
and flees, and the wolf snatches them, and scatters them.  "He flees because he is a hireling, and is not 
concerned about the sheep. 

5. There is no force powerful enough to take you from the Lord's hand.  John 10:27-30  "My sheep 
hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;  and I give eternal life to them, and they shall never 
perish; and no one shall snatch them out of My hand. "My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater 
than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand.  "I and the Father are one." 

6. Philip the evangelist got a "taste" of the Rapture on an evangelistic trip.  Acts 8:39  And when they 
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; and the eunuch saw him no more, 
but went on his way rejoicing.   

7. Paul "tasted" the experience of the Rapture.  2 Cor 12:1-4  Boasting is necessary, though it is not 
profitable; but I will go on to visions and revelations of the Lord.  I know a man in Christ who fourteen 
years ago-- whether in the body I do not know, or out of the body I do not know, God knows-- such a man 
was caught up to the third heaven.  And I know how such a man-- whether in the body or apart from the 
body I do not know, God knows--was caught up into Paradise, and heard inexpressible words, which a 
man is not permitted to speak. 

8. If we truly love others we want to see them "snatched" from the fire.  Jude 1:22-23  And have mercy 
on some, who are doubting;  save others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with 
fear, hating even the garment polluted by the flesh. 

9. We are to be ready to meet The Master at all times.  Matt 25:1-13  "Then the kingdom of heaven will 
be comparable to ten virgins, who took their lamps, and went out to meet the bridegroom.  "And five of 
them were foolish, and five were prudent.  "For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with 
them, but the prudent took oil in flasks along with their lamps.  "Now while the bridegroom was delaying, 
they all got drowsy and began to sleep.  "But at midnight there was a shout, 'Behold, the bridegroom! 
Come out to meet him.'  "Then all those virgins rose, and trimmed their lamps.  "And the foolish said to 
the prudent, 'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.'  "But the prudent answered, saying, 
'No, there will not be enough for us and you too; go instead to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.'  
"And while they were going away to make the purchase, the bridegroom came, and those who were 
ready went in with him to the wedding feast; and the door was shut.  "And later the other virgins also 
came, saying, 'Lord, Lord, open up for us.'  "But he answered and said, 'Truly I say to you, I do not know 
you.'  "Be on the alert then, for you do not know the day nor the hour. 

 
1 Thes 4:18 = Application of the Theology 
 
Therefore (HWSTE) comfort (PAIMP PARAKALEW) one another with these words. 
 
Principle:  The major theological passage on the Rapture is designed to bring comfort to those who have 

lost loved ones in the Lord.  (Jesus is our Comforter) 
 
John 8:12  Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall not 
walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life."    
John 10:11 "I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.    
John 15:1  "I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 
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1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
The Preparation for His Coming 

 
1. The Past: The Work of Faith (1:1-3:13) 
2. The Present: The Labor of Love (4:1-12) 
3. The Prospective: The Endurance of Hope (4:13-5:28) 

A. The Comfort of His Coming.  4:13-18 
B. The Preparation for His Coming.  5:1-11 

 
1 Thes 5:1 = The Model Church was Well Informed of "Last Things" 
 
Now as to the times (CHRONOS = time as a succession of events; the period before the coming of Christ; 
presupposes cycles of history; DURATION) and the epochs (KAIROS = time that has a definite period; a season; 
the characteristics of those time frames), brethren, you have no need of anything to be written to you. 
 
Principle:  Spiritual alertness requires some knowledge about the last days.  (Jesus is the Source) 
 
Summary: 
1. The first century church consistently sought to know the length of time until our Lord's return.  

Acts 1:6-8  And so when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, "Lord, is it at this time 
You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?"  He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or epochs 
which the Father has fixed by His own authority;  but you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
even to the remotest part of the earth." 

2. But Jesus himself said that the Father alone knows the timing.  Mark 13:32-36  "But of that day or 
hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.  "Take heed, keep 
on the alert; for you do not know when the appointed time is. "It is like a man, away on a journey, who 
upon leaving his house and putting his slaves in charge, assigning to each one his task, also commanded 
the doorkeeper to stay on the alert.  "Therefore, be on the alert-- for you do not know when the master of 
the house is coming, whether in the evening, at midnight, at cockcrowing, or in the morning--lest he come 
suddenly and find 

3. Jesus warned us to be careful of those who claimed to know the exact time.  Luke 21:7-8  And they 
questioned Him, saying, "Teacher, when therefore will these things be? And what will be the sign when 
these things are about to take place?"  And He said, "See to it that you be not misled; for many will come 
in My name, saying, 'I am He,' and, 'The time is at hand'; do not go after them. 

4. We are instead to redeem the time and use it to evangelize.  Col 4:5  Conduct yourselves with 
wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the opportunity. 

5. We are told that demonic activity will lure some away from the faith.  1 Tim 4:1  But the Spirit 
explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and 
doctrines of demons,  

6. We are also told of many characteristics of the last days.  2 Tim 3:1-5  But realize this, that in the last 
days difficult times will come.  For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, 
disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, 
brutal, haters of good,  treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; 
holding to a form of Godliness, although they have denied its power; and avoid such men as these.  2 
Tim 4:3-4  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears 
tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires;  and will turn 
away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths.   

 
1 Thes 5:2 = Item # 1:  The Suddenness of the Day of the Lord 
 
For you yourselves know full well (AKRIBWS = very well; a word of precision) that the day of the Lord (based 
on the sequence of events in this book, the Rapture will precede the "Day of the Lord") will come just like a thief 
in the night. 
 
Principle:  The return of the Lord will surprise most as it will be in "the twinkling of an eye, and many will 

suffer loss."  1 Cor 15:50-58 cf 1 Thes 4:16  (Jesus is the Intro) 
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1 Thes 5:3 = Item # 2:  The World's Facade before the Day of the Lord 
 
While they (those not sons of light) are saying, "Peace and safety!" then destruction will come upon them 
suddenly like birth pangs upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. 
 
Principle:  The repercussions of man trying to save himself are death and destruction.  (Jesus is the 

Judge) 
 
Summary: 
1. The Lord's return will usher in a time of destruction that we will see coming. 
2. Death itself is viewed as a birth pain.  Acts 2:24  "And God raised Him up again, putting an end to the 

agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power. 
3. Jesus discussed these "birth pangs."  Matt 24:4-8  And Jesus answered and said to them, "See to it 

that no one misleads you.  "For many will come in My name, saying, 'I am the Christ,' and will mislead 
many.  "And you will be hearing of wars and rumors of wars; see that you are not frightened, for those 
things must take place, but that is not yet the end.  "For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom, and in various places there will be famines and earthquakes.  "But all these things are 
merely the beginning of birth pangs. 

 
1 Thes 5:4 = Darkness Blinds One to the Times 
 
But you, brethren, are not in darkness (includes a knowledge), that the day should overtake you like a thief 
(I.e. lose); 
 
Principle:  To those who are ready, the Rapture will be sudden but not surprising.  (Jesus is not the 

Darkness) 
 
1 Thes 5:5 = The Light Opens the Eyes-Relationship 
 
for you (makes personal) are all sons of light and sons of day. We (makes inclusive) are not of night 
(VUKTOS) nor of darkness (SKOTOS);  (Jesus is the Light) 
 
Light/Darkness = Characteristics 
Day/Night = Time Frames 
 
Principle:  A son of light has a timely relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ and thus will not be totally 

surprised. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus is the light.  John 1:1-5  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being by Him, and apart from 
Him nothing came into being that has come into being.  In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.  
And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. 

2. But some reject the light.  John 3:18-20  "He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not 
believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of 
God.  "And this is the judgment, that the light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather 
than the light; for their deeds were evil.  "For everyone who does evil hates the light, and does not come 
to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 

3. We must follow the light so as to not walk in darkness.  John 8:12  Again therefore Jesus spoke to 
them, saying, "I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have 
the light of life."  

4. To become a "son of light" one must simply believe in The Light.  John 12:35-36  Jesus therefore 
said to them, "For a little while longer the light is among you. Walk while you have the light, that darkness 
may not overtake you; he who walks in the darkness does not know where he goes.  "While you have the 
light, believe in the light, in order that you may become sons of light." These things 

5. As a son of light we are not to walk in the darkness.  1 John 1:5-7  And this is the message we have 
heard from Him and announce to you, that God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.  If we say 
that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth;  but if 
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we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 

6. As children of light we are to produce fruit.  Eph 5:6-10  Let no one deceive you with empty words, for 
because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.  Therefore do not be 
partakers with them;  for you were formerly darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as children 
of light  (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth),  trying to learn what 
is pleasing to the Lord. 

  
1 Thes 5:6 = The Call to Watchfulness 
 
so then let us not sleep (PAS KATHEUDW = asleep; a condition of insensibility to divine things involving 
conformity to the world; not the sleep of dead believers-koimaomai) as others do, but let us be alert (PAS 
GR8GOREW = to be awake and give strict attention to something) and sober (PAS N8PHW = free from 
intoxicants). 
 
Principle:  A son of light has the responsibility to stand guard in a state of spiritual sobriety. 
 
Why Be Alert? 
1. The Lord told us to.  Matt 25:13  "Be on the alert then, for you do not know the day nor the hour.    
2. It is one of the major tests of the church.  Matt 24:42-44  "Therefore be on the alert, for you do not 

know which day your Lord is coming.  "But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at 
what time of the night the thief was coming, he would have been on the alert and would not have 
allowed his house to be broken into.  "For this reason you be ready too; for the Son of Man is coming at 
an hour when you do not think He will. 

3. It is part of loving one another. (God wants alert people to alert people.)  Mark 13:34-37  "It is like a 
man, away on a journey, who upon leaving his house and putting his slaves in charge, assigning to each 
one his task, also commanded the doorkeeper to stay on the alert.  "Therefore, be on the alert-- for you 
do not know when the master of the house is coming, whether in the evening, at midnight, at 
cockcrowing, or in the morning--lest he come suddenly and find you asleep.  "And what I say to you I say 
to all, 'Be on the alert!'" 

4. It keeps us from being devoured by the enemy.  1 Pet 5:8-9  Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your 
adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  But resist him, firm in 
your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who 
are in the world. 

 
To Be Alert: 
1. Pray diligently concerning the weakness of the flesh.  Matt 26:38-41  Then He said to them, "My soul 

is deeply grieved, to the point of death; remain here and keep watch with Me."  And He went a little 
beyond them, and fell on His face and prayed, saying, "My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from 
Me; yet not as I will, but as Thou wilt."  And He came to the disciples and found them sleeping, and said 
to Peter, "So, you men could not keep watch with Me for one hour?  "Keep watching and praying, that 
you may not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak." 

2. We must have: 
A. Resolve in the faith. 
B. Virtue in action. 
C. Strength in character. 
D. Acts of love.  1 Cor 16:13-14  Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.  Let 

all that you do be done in love. 
3. Expose spiritual wolves that are ravaging the flock.  Acts 20:29-31  "I know that after my departure 

savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock;  and from among your own selves men will 
arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them.  "Therefore be on the alert, 
remembering that night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one with 
tears. 

4. Have thanksgiving in our prayers.  Col 4:2  Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an 
attitude of thanksgiving; 

5. We must wake up in order to live.  Rev 3:1-3  "And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: He who 
has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars, says this: 'I know your deeds, that you have a name 
that you are alive, but you are dead.  'Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain, which were about 
to die; for I have not found your deeds completed in the sight of My God.  'Remember therefore what you 
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have received and heard; and keep it, and repent. If therefore you will not wake up, I will come like a 
thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come upon you. 

 
1 Thes 5:7 = The Problem of Spiritual Intoxication 
 
For those who sleep (using Katheudw for spiritual sleep) do their sleeping at night, and those who get drunk 
(METHUSKW = to make drunk, become drunk) get drunk at night (METHUW = drunk with wine; I.e. not walking 
in the light). 
 
Principle:  Spiritual sleep and spiritual intoxication are closely related to each other.  (Intoxication leads to 

sleep which involves darkness-eyes closed) 
 
Summary: 
1. The world can view the filling of the spirit as a state of intoxication, so the intoxicants the world 

offers are counterfeits.  Acts 2:15  "For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is {only} the 
third hour of the day;  

2. Intoxication is being under the influence of various stimuli so as to lose sound judgment. 
3. Intoxication does not prepare one for the return of our Lord.  Luke 12:45  "But if that slave says in 

his heart, `My master will be a long time in coming,' and begins to beat the slaves, {both} men and 
women, and to eat and drink and get drunk;    

4. Intoxication negates the filling of the Holy Spirit.  Eph 5:18  And do not get drunk with wine, for that is 
dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit,    

5. Intoxication disqualifies one for communion.  1 Cor 11:21  for in your eating each one takes his own 
supper first; and one is hungry and another is drunk. 

6. Immorality is intoxicating.  Rev 17:1-6  And one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came 
and spoke with me, saying, "Come here, I shall show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits on 
many waters,  with whom the kings of the earth committed acts of immorality, and those who dwell on the 
earth were made drunk with the wine of her immorality."  And he carried me away in the Spirit into a 
wilderness; and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast, full of blasphemous names, having seven 
heads and ten horns.  And the woman was clothed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and 
precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a gold cup full of abominations and of the unclean things 
of her immorality,  and upon her forehead a name was written, a mystery, "BABYLON THE GREAT, THE 
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH." And I saw the woman drunk 
with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the witnesses of Jesus. And when I saw her, I 
wondered greatly. 

Principle:  Spiritual sleep and spiritual intoxication are closely related to each other. 
 
1 Thes 5:8 = The Solution to Spiritual Intoxication-Armor 
 
But since we are of the day (period of time in which there is light), let us be sober (PAS NEPHW) , having put 
on the breastplate of faith and love (In Eph 6, it is the "Breastplate of Righteousness), and as a helmet, the 
hope of salvation.  (Notice how Paul ties Faith, Hope and Love back in) 
 
Principle:  To live soberly today as a son of light involves putting on faith, hope and love.  (which is not 

designed to be an "optional" part of the Christian life.)  (notice the "us") 
 
The Importance of being Sober: 
1. Sobriety is required to fulfill our ministry.  2 Tim 4:5 (FHL)  But you, be sober in all things, endure 

hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 
2. Sobriety is required for the pursuit of holiness.  1 Pet 1:13-16 (FHL)  Therefore, gird your minds for 

action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ.  As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your 
ignorance, but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; because it 
is written, "You shall be holy, for I am holy." 

3. Sobriety is an important prerequisite of prayer.  1 Pet 4:7-11  (FHL)  The end of all things is at hand; 
therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit for the purpose of prayer.  Above all, keep fervent in 
your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one another without 
complaint.  As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another, as good stewards of 
the manifold grace of God.  Whoever speaks, let him speak, as it were, the utterances of God; whoever 
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serves, let him do so as by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified 
through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

4. Sobriety is a must in the battle against Satan and his forces.  1 Pet 5:8-10 (FHL)  Be of sober spirit, 
be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  
But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished 
by your brethren who are in the world.  And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, 
who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.  

 
1 Thes 5:9 = Why We are to be Sober (#1)-Fully Experience Life 
 
For God has not destined us for wrath (Lit: For the God has not placed us into wrath; prep eis), but for 
obtaining (EIS + PERIPOI8SIS = a "doing around"; Lit: into a possession of) salvation through (DIA = through; 
I.e. a door) our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 
Principle:  God wants us to fully experience the fact that we have walked through the "door" into His 

sheepfold.  John 10 
 
Summary: 
1. Inside God's hand is "peace and safety" while outside is death and destruction.   
2. The son of light is already rescued. 
 
1 Thes 5:10 = Why We are to be Sober (#2)-We Owe Him 
 
who died for us, that whether we are awake or asleep (KATHEUDW = spiritually asleep; cf koimaomai of ch 4 
for the sleep of saints), we may live together with Him. 
 
Principle:  The son of light has a place for eternity, even if he falls asleep spiritually, because his brother 

died in his place. 
 
Summary: 
1. He is faithful even if we are faithless.  2 Tim 2:13 
2. The son of light gets a reward he did not earn, but that his brother did. 
 
1 Thes 5:11 = Applications of Spiritual Sobriety 
 
Therefore encourage one another (PAIMP PARAKALEW), and build up one another (PAIMP OIKODOMEW = 
build a house), just as you also are doing. 
 
Principle:  Our sobriety is to be used to help others.  (Get proud of our sobriety, then we are intoxicated) 
 
Summary: 
1. We are to encourage one another to be sober, i.e. to enter the battle with faith, hope and love. 
2. We are to build up one another in this sobriety. 
3. Encouraging and building up one another are directly related to realizing God's:  

A. Provision for life (V8) 
B. Protection in life (V9) 
C. Promise of eternal life.  (V10) 

4. He wants you to take hold of that which is life indeed.  1 Tim 6:12 
5. God wants you to share that which is life indeed. 
 
 
Building up one another: 
1. We have to build on the foundation of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Matt 16:18  "And I also say to you that 

you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades shall not overpower it.   
2. The foundation has roots in His word.  Matt 7:24-27  "Therefore everyone who hears these words of 

Mine, and acts upon them, may be compared to a wise man, who built his house upon the rock.  "And the 
rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and burst against that house; and yet it did not 
fall, for it had been founded upon the rock.  "And everyone who hears these words of Mine, and does not 
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act upon them, will be like a foolish man, who built his house upon the sand.  "And the rain descended, 
and the floods came, and the winds blew, and burst against that house; and it fell, and great was its fall." 

3. The real building up is done by God in grace.  Acts 20:32  "And now I commend you to God and to 
the word of His grace, which is able to build {you} up and to give {you} the inheritance among all those 
who are sanctified. 

4. We build up one another by extending God's love.  1 Cor 8:1  Now concerning things sacrificed to 
idols, we know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge makes arrogant, but love edifies.  

5. Even lawful things may not be valuable in this building process.  1 Cor 10:23-24  All things are 
lawful, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful, but not all things edify.  Let no one seek his 
own good, but that of his neighbor. 

6. This building process is so that we as priests may offer acceptable sacrifices to our Lord.  1 Pet 
2:4-5  And coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected by men, but choice and precious in the sight of 
God,  you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

7. One result of this building is peace of soul.  Acts 9:31  So the church throughout all Judea and 
Galilee and Samaria enjoyed peace, being built up; and, going on in the fear of the Lord and in the 
comfort of the Holy Spirit, it continued to increase. 
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1 Thessalonians 5:12-22 
The Prescription 

 
1. The Past: The Work of Faith (1:1-3:13) 
2. The Present: The Labor of Love (4:1-12) 
3. The Prospective: The Endurance of Hope (4:13-5:28) 

A. The Comfort of His Coming.  4:13-18 
B. The Preparation for His Coming.  5:1-11 
C. Life until His Coming.  5:12-28 

1). The Prescription.  5:12-22 
 
1 Thes 5:12 = The Brotherly Request 
 
But we request (PAI ERWTAW = of equals) of you, brethren, that you appreciate (PF A INF OIDA = know 
from experience; come to know) those who diligently labor (PAPTC KOPIAW = grow weary with toil) among 
you, and have charge (PMPTC PROIST8MI = stand before) over you in the Lord (position based on grace) 
and give you instruction (PAPTC NOUTHETEW = put things in your mind), 
 
1 Thes 5:13 = The Pastoral Relationship 
 
and that you esteem them very highly (PMINF H8GEOMAI = to lead before the mind; consider, esteem + 
HUPEREKPERISSWS = abundantly, out from, over) in love (AGAP8) because of their work (ERGOS). Live in 
peace (PAIMP EIR8NEUW) with one another. 
 
Principle:  The responsibilities of the assembly to its leaders involves getting to know them and giving 

them a prominent place in your consideration. 
 
Your Responsibilities are to Leaders Who: 
1. Labor Diligently.  1 Tim 5:17-18  Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, 

especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, "You shall not muzzle 
the ox while he is threshing," and "The laborer is worthy of his wages." 

2. Lead In Grace.  Phil 2:3  Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each 
of you regard (esteem) one another as more important than himself;    

3. Teach God's Word. 
Principle:  We both have a responsibility to live in peace with one another. 
 
Summary: 
1. The Lord Himself made this a command. Mark 9:50    "Salt is good; but if the salt becomes unsalty, 

with what will you make it salty {again}? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another."    
2. When it occurs you get to experience the presence of the God of peace.  2 Cor 13:11  Finally, 

brethren, rejoice, be made complete, be comforted, be like-minded, live in peace; and the God of love 
and peace shall be with you.  

3. The Lord's desire is that this peace be extended to all men.  Rom 12:18  If possible, so far as it 
depends on you, be at peace with all men.    

Principal:  Without question there is accountability in the body of Christ.  
 
1 Thes 5:14 = Four Responsibilities to one Another 
 
And we urge (PAI PARAKALEW = Paul gives a list of commands, but he doesn't want them to be taken as "Law" 
but as outgrowths of love under grace) you, brethren, admonish (PAIMP NOUTHETEW = put things in your 
mind; cf V12; "give you instruction) the unruly (ATAKTOS = disorderly, as with a soldier who does not keep 
rank), encourage (PMIMP PARAMUTHEOMAI = 4X; to counsel with; near speech; intimate, to stimulate the 
discharge of the ordinary duties of life) the fainthearted (OLIGOPSUCHOS = 1X; small-souled, despondent, 
fainthearted), help (PMIMP ANTECHOMAI = hold against, support, wrap your arms around them) the weak 
(PAPTC ASTHENEW = those without strength), be patient (PAIMP MAKROTHUMEW = patience toward people) 
with all men. 
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1 Thes 5:15 = And Two More 
 
See (PAIMP HORAW = take a good look) that no one repays another with evil (KAKOS = inherent and 
therefore viewing intentional) for evil, but always seek (PAIMP DIWKW = pursue) after that which is good 
(AGATHOS = becomes good) for one another and for all men (evangelism). 
 
Note that the first three actions have a definite target, while the last three are to a general group. 
 
 Admonish The Unruly 
 Counsel The Faint 
 Hug The Weak 
 
 Be Patient To All 
 Watch For Revenge Motives 
 Pursue Good For Others 
 
Admonish (Put in the Mind of) the Unruly: 
1. The "unruly" refers to undisciplined busybodies, who are disturbing the peace.  2 Thes 3:11   For 

we hear that some among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting like 
busybodies. 

2. There are personal requirements that are necessary to properly admonish someone.  Rom 15:13-
14  Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by 
the power of the Holy Spirit.  And concerning you, my brethren, I myself also am convinced that you 
yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, and able also to admonish one another. 

3. The admonition focuses on Christlike behavior.  Col 1:28-29  And we proclaim Him, admonishing 
every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, that we may present every man complete in Christ.  
And for this purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily works within me. 

4. Admonition is to be an outgrowth of the richness of Christ’s word in us.  Col 3:16-17  Let the word 
of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.  And whatever you do in word 
or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father. 

 
Counsel/Near Speech-The Small of Soul (1x) 
1. This type of counsel is like the tender counsel of a father with his children.  1 Thes 2:11  just as you 

know how we {were} exhorting and encouraging and imploring each one of you as a father {would} his 
own children,   

2. Even unbelievers see the need.  John 11:19,31  and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary, 
to console them concerning {their} brother.......The Jews then who were with her in the house, and 
consoling her, when they saw that Mary rose up quickly and went out, followed her, supposing that she 
was going to the tomb to weep there. 

3. Fulfilling this responsibility requires a closeness within the body. 
 
Support/Hug the Weak 
1. We are all going to hold on to someone or something, so we are called to hold on to God and grab 

someone else.  Matt 6:24  "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or he will hold to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. 

2. To support someone else requires that we are supported by the word.  Titus 1:9  holding fast the 
faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, that he may be able both to exhort in sound 
doctrine and to refute those who contradict. 

3. Failure in this command carries serious consequences for eternity.  Matt 25:43-46  I was a stranger, 
and you did not invite Me in; naked, and you did not clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not visit 
Me.'  "Then they themselves also will answer, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry, or thirsty, or a 
stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not take care of You?'  "Then He will answer them, 
saying, 'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it 
to Me.'  "And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." 

4. The reason is that Christ came to us while we were weak and expects us to do the same for 
others.  Rom 5:6  For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 

5. Even the weak are needed within the body.  1 Cor 12:22-25  (Not survival of fittest)  On the contrary, it 
is much truer that the members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary;  and those 
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members of the body, which we deem less honorable, on these we bestow more abundant honor, and 
our unseemly members come to have more abundant seemliness,  whereas our seemly members have 
no need of it. But God has so composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that member which 
lacked,  that there should be no division in the body, but that the members should have the same care 
for one another. 

6. Husbands are expected to first apply this principle to their wife.  1 Pet 3:7  You husbands likewise, 
live with your wives in an understanding way, as with a weaker vessel, since she is a woman; and grant 
her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered. 

 
Be Patient to All 
1. Let us never forget how patient the lord has been with us.  Matt 18:23-35  "For this reason the 

kingdom of heaven may be compared to a certain king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves.  
"And when he had begun to settle them, there was brought to him one who owed him ten thousand 
talents.  "But since he did not have the means to repay, his Lord commanded him to be sold, along with 
his wife and children and all that he had, and repayment to be made.  "The slave therefore falling down, 
prostrated himself before him, saying, 'Have patience with me, and I will repay you everything.'  "And the 
Lord of that slave felt compassion and released him and forgave him the debt.  "But that slave went out 
and found one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and he seized him and began to 
choke him, saying, 'Pay back what you owe.' "So his fellow slave fell down and began to entreat him, 
saying, 'Have patience with me and I will repay you.'  "He was unwilling however, but went and threw him 
in prison until he should pay back what was owed.  "So when his fellow slaves saw what had happened, 
they were deeply grieved and came and reported to their Lord all that had happened.  "Then summoning 
him, his Lord said to him, 'You wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt because you entreated me. 
'Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave, even as I had mercy on you?'  "And his Lord, 
moved with anger, handed him over to the torturers until he should repay all that was owed him.  "So shall 
My heavenly Father also do to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart." 

2. Patience is a characteristic of love.  1 Cor 13:4   Love is patient, love is kind, {and} is not jealous; love 
does not brag {and} is not arrogant,   

3. Patience is part of our preparation to meet the Lord.  James 5:7-8  Be patient, therefore, brethren, 
until the coming of the Lord. Behold, the farmer waits for the precious produce of the soil, being patient 
about it, until it gets the early and late rains.  You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of 
the Lord is at hand. 

4. We are to be patient toward others with a godly purpose.  2 Pet 3:9  The Lord is not slow about His 
promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to 
come to repentance. 

 
Pursue Good, Not Revenge 
1. Pursue a peace that builds.  Rom 14:19  So then let us pursue the things which make for peace and 

the building up of one another.  1 Pet 3:10-11 For, "Let him who means to love life and see good days 
Refrain his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking guile.  "And let him turn away from evil and do 
good; let him seek peace and pursue it. 

2. Pursue love.  1 Cor 14:1  Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual {gifts,} but especially that you may 
prophesy.   

3. Pursue hospitality.  Rom 12:13  contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality.   
4. Pursue your calling.  Phil 3:12-14  Not that I have already obtained {it}, or have already become perfect, 

but I press on in order that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus.    
Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind 
and reaching forward to what lies ahead,  I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of 
God in Christ Jesus. 

5. Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, peace, perseverance and gentleness with others who 
desire the same.  1 Tim 6:10-11  For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing 
for it have wandered away from the faith, and pierced themselves with many a pang.  But flee from these 
things, you man of God; and pursue righteousness, Godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness.  
2 Tim 2:22  Now flee from youthful lusts, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who 
call on the Lord from a pure heart. 

6. Pursue evangelism.  Heb 12:14-15  Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no 
one will see the Lord.  See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness 
springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled; 
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1 Thes 5:16 = The First "Command" 
 
Rejoice (2PL PAIMP CHAIRW = realize the goodness of grace; PL is consistent throughout this section, refers to 
both individual and corporate response) always (PANTOTE = at all times); 
 
Question:  Should a Christian who loves the Lord and realizes God's grace need a command like this?  

This is an exhortation. 
Principle:  God's grace is the foundation of rejoicing as priests to God. 
 
Five Reasons to "Rejoice Always": 
1. Because we have hope.  Rom 12:12  rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer,  
2. Because it is an expression of love.  1 Cor 13:6  does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices 

with the truth;  
3. Because it leads to experiencing god's love and peace.  2 Cor 13:11  Finally, brethren, rejoice, be 

made complete, be comforted, be like-minded, live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with 
you.  

4. Because it is designed to offset suffering for the cause of Christ.  1 Pet 4:12-13    Beloved, do not 
be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some 
strange thing were happening to you;  but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep 
on rejoicing; so that also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with exultation. 

5. Because it is a preparation for prayer.  Phil 4:4-8  Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice! 
Let your forbearing spirit be known to all men. The Lord is near.  Be anxious for nothing, but in everything 
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  
Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is 
lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, let your 
mind dwell on these things. 

 
Five Occasions for Rejoicing 
1. Occasion 1:  When you are persecuted for the cause of Christ.  Matt 5:11-12  "Blessed are you when 

men cast insults at you, and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely, on account of 
Me.  "Rejoice, and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great, for so they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you. 

2. Occasion 2:  When Christ’s name is being proclaimed.  Phil 1:18  What then? Only that in every way, 
whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and in this I rejoice, yes, and I will rejoice. 

3. Occasion 3:  When a prodigal returns.  Luke 15:32  `But we had to be merry and rejoice, for this 
brother of yours was dead and {has begun} to live, and {was} lost and has been found.'"   

4. Occasion 4:  When God blesses community efforts. John 4:36  "Already he who reaps is receiving 
wages, and is gathering fruit for life eternal; that he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together. 

5. Occasion 5:  When others are rejoicing.  Rom 12:15  Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with 
those who weep.   

 
1 Thes 5:17 = The Second "Command" 
 
pray (PMIMP PROSEUCHOMAI = to pray before the face of God) without ceasing (ADIALEPTWS = without 
ceasing, not meaning what is not interrupted, but of that which is constantly recurring); 
 
Rejoice-Pray 
 
Principle:  Consistency in prayer is stimulated by an attitude of rejoicing.  
 
Three Specific Areas for Consistent Prayer: 
1. Others.  Rom 1:9-10  For God, whom I serve in my spirit in the preaching of the gospel of His Son, is my 

witness as to how unceasingly I make mention of you, always in my prayers making request, if perhaps 
now at last by the will of God I may succeed in coming to you. 

2. Models Of Christ.  1 Thes 1:2-4  We give thanks to God always for all of you, making mention of you in 
our prayers;  constantly bearing in mind your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in 
our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and Father, knowing, brethren beloved by God, His 
choice of you; 
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3. Students Of His Word.  1 Thes 2:13  And for this reason we also constantly thank God that when you 
received from us the word of God's message, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really 
is, the word of God, which also performs its work in you who believe. 

 
In Coming Before the Face of God Consider: 
1. God sees through those who come to Him for selfish and manipulative purposes.  Matt 6:5-8  "And 

when you pray, you are not to be as the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues 
and on the street corners, in order to be seen by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.  
"But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your 
Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees in secret will repay you.  "And when you are praying, 
do not use meaningless repetition, as the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for their 
many words.  "Therefore do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need, before you ask Him.   

2. We must be teachable when it comes to prayer.  Luke 11:1-4  And it came about that while He was 
praying in a certain place, after He had finished, one of His disciples said to Him, "Lord, teach us to pray 
just as John also taught his disciples."  And He said to them, "When you pray, say: 'Father, hallowed be 
Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 'Give us each day our daily bread.  'And forgive us our sins, for we 
ourselves also forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation.'" 

3. We must not cease from prayer because we don't know how.  Rom 8:26-27  And in the same way 
the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself 
intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words;  and He who searches the hearts knows what the 
mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

4. Only by the Holy Spirit can we come before God's face.  Eph 6:18-20  With all prayer and petition 
pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all 
the saints, and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to 
make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in 
proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 

5. Being built up in the faith requires coming into the presence of God.  Jude 1:17-23  But you, 
beloved, ought to remember the words that were spoken beforehand by the apostles of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that they were saying to you, "In the last time there shall be mockers, following after their own 
unGodly lusts."  These are the ones who cause divisions, worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit. But you, 
beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith; praying in the Holy Spirit;  keep yourselves in 
the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life. And have mercy 
on some, who are doubting;  save others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with 
fear, hating even the garment polluted by the flesh. 

 
Coming before the Face of God:  Five Reasons to Come: 
1. It is the best place to bring those who persecute you.  Matt 5:44  "But I say to you, love your 

enemies, and pray for those who persecute you  
2. It is the best place to come to be delivered from temptation.  Matt 26:41  "Keep watching and 

praying, that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak."    
3. It is the best place to identify our doubts.   Mark 11:22-25  And Jesus answered saying to them, 

"Have faith in God. "Truly I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, 'Be taken up and cast into the sea,' 
and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says is going to happen, it shall be granted him.  
"Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you have received them, and 
they shall be granted you.  "And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against 
anyone; so that your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your transgressions. 

4. It is the best place to be humbled.  Luke 18:10-14  "Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee, and the other a tax-gatherer.  "The Pharisee stood and was praying thus to himself, 'God, I 
thank Thee that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax-gatherer.  'I 
fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.'  "But the tax-gatherer, standing some distance away, was 
even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me, 
the sinner!'  "I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who 
exalts himself shall be humbled, but he who humbles himself shall be exalted." 

5. It is the best place to learn of His love so that we may equipped to discern. Phil 1:9-11  And this I 
pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all discernment,  so that you 
may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ;  
having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and 
praise of God. 
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1 Thes 5:18 = The Third Command 
 
in everything (PAS) give thanks (PAIMP EUCHARISTEW); for this is (no verb: this-the will...) God's will for 
you in Christ Jesus. 
 
Principle:  We need to come to the place in our life that we may recognize the goodness of God's grace in 

any circumstances.  (God's will) 
 
Results of Pure Thanksgiving: 
1. God multiplies your resources.  Matt 15:35-36   And He directed the multitude to sit down on the 

ground;  and He took the seven loaves and the fish; and giving thanks, He broke them and started giving 
them to the disciples, and the disciples in turn, to the multitudes. 

2. God handles the situation at hand.  John 11:41-43  And so they removed the stone. And Jesus raised 
His eyes, and said, "Father, I thank Thee that Thou heardest Me.  "And I knew that Thou hearest Me 
always; but because of the people standing around I said it, that they may believe that Thou didst send 
Me."  And when He had said these things, He cried out with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come forth." 

3. We appreciate other Christians more.  Rom 1:8  First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, 
because your faith is being proclaimed throughout the whole world.   

4. We are not acting like decadent unbelievers.  Rom 1:21-22  For even though they knew God, they did 
not honor Him as God, or give thanks; but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart 
was darkened.  Professing to be wise, they became fools, 

5. We recognize more the privilege we have in serving Him.  Col 3:17  And whatever you do in word or 
deed, {do} all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.  

 
1 Thes 5:19 = The Fourth Command-Staying Power of the Priesthood 
 
Do not quench (M8 + Pres Act Imp SB8NNUMI = stop!; quench things on fire; stop quenching the fire of the 
spirit) the spirit; 
 
Introduction:   
1. This is the first negative command found in this book.   
2. There are only two-next verse is the other.   
3. It is not a major problem or Paul would have spent more  time. 
4. We are seeking to find out what this model church is doing wrong that they are to stop. 
5.    This stops our "staying power" as a priest. 
 
Principle:  Even a model church is not perfect and can be guilty of quenching the Holy Spirit. 
 
Fire is used in scripture to indicate  light, judgment, purification and passion. 
 
Part of what Jesus came to do was to baptize us with the Spirit and "light our fire." (which saved us from 
the unquenchable fire by an incredible cost)  Matt 3:11-12 cf Acts 2  "As for me, I baptize you with water for 
repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove his sandals; he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  "And his winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will thoroughly clear his 
threshing floor; and he will gather his wheat into the barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire." 
 
Elements of Quenching the Holy Spirit: 
1. Quenching the spirit involves the repression of functions of spiritual gifts.  Matt 3:11-12 cf Acts 2 

cf 2 Tim 1:6 (kindle afresh)  We should be awestruck from the blessings, opportunities and responsibilities 
he has given us and not view them lightly.  Heb 12:28-29  Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which 
cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable service with 
reverence and awe; for our God is a consuming fire. 

2. Quenching the spirit involves a frivolous attitude about our priesthood.  Heb 12:28-29  When Jesus 
returns he wants to find this fire burning brightly.  Matt 25:1-13  (Can’t enter heaven on the coattails of 
others)  "Then the kingdom of heaven will be comparable to ten virgins, who took their lamps, and went 
out to meet the bridegroom.  "And five of them were foolish, and five were prudent.  "for when the foolish 
took their lamps, they took no oil with them,  but the prudent took oil in flasks along with their lamps.  
"Now while the bridegroom was delaying, they all got drowsy and began to sleep.  "But at midnight there 
was a shout, 'behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.'  "Then all those virgins rose, and trimmed 
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their lamps.  "And the foolish said to the prudent, 'give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.'  
"But the prudent answered, saying, 'no, there will not be enough for us and you too; go instead to the 
dealers and buy some for yourselves.'  "And while they were going away to make the purchase, the 
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding feast; and the door was 
shut.  "And later the other virgins also came, saying, 'Lord, Lord, open up for us.'  "But he answered and 
said, 'truly I say to you, I do not know you.'  "Be on the alert then, for you do not know the day nor the 
hour. 

3. Quenching the spirit involves a lack of preparation for our meeting with the Lord.  Matt 25:1-13  
Those who "quench the spirit" all of their life will face the "unquenchable fire."  (He convicts the world of 
sin and righteousness....) Cf Mark 9:41-50  "For whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because of 
your name as followers of Christ, truly I say to you, he shall not lose his reward.  "And whoever causes 
one of these little ones who believe to stumble, it would be better for him if, with a heavy millstone hung 
around his neck, he had been cast into the sea.  "And if your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is 
better for you to enter life crippled, than having your two hands, to go into hell, into the unquenchable fire,  
[where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.]  "And if your foot causes you to stumble, 
cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame, than having your two feet, to be cast into hell,  [where their 
worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.]  "And if your eye causes you to stumble, cast it out; it is 
better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye, than having two eyes, to be cast into hell, where 
their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.  "For everyone will be salted with fire.  "Salt is 
good; but if the salt becomes unsalty, with what will you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and 
be at peace with one another." 

4. Quenching the Spirit involves not dealing with the problem of sin.  Mark 9:41-50  The fire of the 
Holy Spirit is greater than the fire of Satan and therefore we are to be firemen for God.  Eph 6:14-16  
Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of 
righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace;  in addition to all, 
taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming missiles of the evil 
one. 

5. Quenching the Spirit involves not walking by faith.  Eph 6:14-16  Because of the difficulty in "lighting 
our lamps" the Lord will not quench even a flicker of light.   Matt 12:18-21)  "Behold, My servant whom I 
have chosen; my beloved in whom my soul is well-pleased; I will put my spirit upon him, and he shall 
proclaim justice to the Gentiles.  "he will not quarrel, nor cry out; nor will anyone hear his voice in the 
streets. "a battered reed he will not break off, and a smoldering wick he will not put out, until he leads 
justice to victory.  "And in his name the Gentiles will hope." 

A promise:  The Lord will not put out your flame, so you can rely on Him to sustain you.  Matt 12:18-21 
The question:  do we love our Lord with all of our being? 
 
1 Thes 5:20 = The Fifth Command-Staying Power of the Priesthood 
 
Do not despise (M8 + Pres Act Imp EXOUTHENEW = to make of no account, regard as nothing, treat with 
contempt) prophetic utterances (proph8teia = to speak/carry before). 
 
Principle:  We are never to regard prophecy as having no value to the Christian life. 
 
The gift of prophecy was removed when the canon of scripture was finished.  1 Cor 12:10; 1 Cor 13:8 
And to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to 
another {various} kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues.  1 Cor 13:8 
Love never fails; but if {there are gifts of} prophecy, they will be done away; if {there are} tongues, they will 
cease; if {there is} knowledge, it will be done away. 
 
Areas Of Despising Prophecy: 
1. When we are self-righteous and view others with contempt, we are not preparing to stand in front 

of the Lord.  Luke 18:9-13 cf 2 Cor 5:10; Rom 14:10-12; 14:1-4  And he also told this parable to certain 
ones who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and viewed others with contempt:  "Two men 
went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee, and the other a tax-gatherer. "The Pharisee stood and 
was praying thus to himself, 'God, I thank thee that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, 
adulterers, or even like this tax-gatherer.  'I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.'  "but the tax-
gatherer, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating 
his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me, the sinner!'  Rom 14:10-12 But you, why do you judge your 
brother? Or you again, why do you regard your brother with contempt? For we shall all stand before the 
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judgment seat of God.  For it is written, "as I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every 
tongue shall give praise to God." so then each one of us shall give account of himself to God.  Rom 14:1-
4 Now accept the one who is weak in faith, but not for the purpose of passing judgment on his opinions.  
One man has faith that he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats vegetables only.  Let not him who 
eats regard with contempt him who does not eat, and let not him who does not eat judge him who eats, 
for God has accepted him.  Who are you to judge the servant of another? To his own master he stands or 
falls; and stand he will, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 

2. Since prophecy revolves around Jesus Christ, to despise prophecy is to despise him.  Rev 19:10  
And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said to me, "do not do that; I am a fellow servant of yours and 
your brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus; worship God. For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy." 

3. Getting ready to stand in front of the Lord means we have realized that the world will despise us.  
1 Cor 1:26-29  For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, 
not many mighty, not many noble;  but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, 
and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong,  and the base 
things of the world and the despised, God has chosen, the things that are not, that he might nullify the 
things that are,  that no man should boast before God. 

4. Getting ready to stand in front of the Lord means we realize we are in good company when the 
world despises us.  Luke 23:11; Acts 4:11-12  And Herod with his soldiers, after treating him with 
contempt and mocking him, dressed him in a gorgeous robe and sent him back to Pilate.  Acts 4:11-12  
"He is the stone which was rejected by you, the builders, but which became the very corner stone.  "And 
there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among 
men, by which we must be saved." 

5. When we hold to prophecy without having love, we have not placed the proper value on love.  1 
Cor 13:2  And if I have {the gift of} prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all 
faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 

6. When we make prophecy a matter of private interpretation we have viewed with contempt the 
author.  2 Pet 1:20-21; Rev 22:18-19  But know this first of all, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter 
of one's own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by 
the holy spirit spoke from God.  Rev 22:18-19 I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy 
of this book: if anyone adds to them, God shall add to him the plagues which are written in this book;  and 
if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the 
tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this book. 

7. When we don't accept the blessing associated with prophecy.  Rev 1:3  Blessed is he who reads 
and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; for the time is 
near. 

 
1 Thes 5:21 = The Sixth and Seventh Commands-Seek and Hang On 
 
But examine (Pres Act Imp DOKIMADZW = used in analysis of metals, to prove with a view to approval; examine 
carefully) everything carefully; hold fast (Pres Act Imp KATECHW = have according to a standard) to that 
which is good (KALOS = inherently); 
 
Principle:  We are to look at everything with a view toward approval.  (not look negatively on everything) 
 
Examples of Things to Examine: 
1. The times we live in.   Luke 12:56-57  "you hypocrites! You know how to analyze the appearance of the 

earth and the sky, but why do you not analyze this present time?  "and why do you not even on your own 
initiative judge what is right? 

2. The essentials of life.  Rom 2:17-21  But if you bear the name "Jew," and rely upon the law, and boast in 
God,  and know his will, and approve the things that are essential, being instructed out of the law,  and 
are confident that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness,  a corrector 
of the foolish, a teacher of the immature, having in the law the embodiment of knowledge and of the truth,  
you, therefore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself? You who preach that one should not steal, 
do you steal? 
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3. The will of God.  Rom 12:1-2  I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.  And do 
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove 
what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. 

4. Ourselves.  1 Cor 11:28; 2 Cor 13:5; Gal 6:4-5  But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the 
bread and drink of the cup.  2 Cor 13:5 Test yourselves {to see} if you are in the faith; examine 
yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you-- unless indeed you 
fail the test?  Gal 6:4-5  But let each one examine his own work, and then he will have reason for 
boasting in regard to himself alone, and not in regard to another.  For each one shall bear his own load. 

5. Our love for others based on the standard of Jesus Christ.  2 Cor 8:8-9  I am not speaking this as a 
command, but as proving through the earnestness of others the sincerity of your love also.  For you know 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, that you 
through his poverty might become rich. 

6. That which pleases the Lord.   Eph 5:7-10  Therefore do not be partakers with them;  for you were 
formerly darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as children of light  (for the fruit of the light 
consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth), trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. 

7. The things that are excellent.  Phil 1:9-11  And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and 
more in real knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in 
order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ;  having been filled with the fruit of righteousness 
which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 

8. Our motivation concerning the approval of God rather than the approval of men.  1 Thes 2:3-4  For 
our exhortation does not come from error or impurity or by way of deceit;  but just as we have been 
approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not as pleasing men but God, who 
examines 

9. The spirits.  1 John 4:1  Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are 
from God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.  

 
Why we are to Examine Everything: 
1. We are held accountable for what we approve.  Rom 14:21-22  It is good not to eat meat or to drink 

wine, or to do anything by which your brother stumbles.  The faith which you have, have as your own 
conviction before God. Happy is he who does not condemn himself in what he approves. 

2. Our works will be placed in front the Lord for His approval.  1 Cor 3:13  Each man's work will 
become evident; for the day will show it, because it is {to be} revealed with fire; and the fire itself will test 
the quality of each man's work. 

3. What you approve based on faith will be tested with fire.  1 Pet 1:6-9  In this you greatly rejoice, even 
though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, that the proof of 
your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found 
to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;  and though you have not seen 
him, you love him, and though you do not see him now, but believe in him, you greatly rejoice with joy 
inexpressible and full of glory,  obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls. 

 
Comment:  We are exhorted to not only learn but retain these principles.  2 Tim 1:13-14  Retain the 

standard of sound words which you have heard from me, in the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.  
Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure which has been entrusted to you. 

 
What is Inherently Good: 
1. Letting your light shine.  Matt 5:16  "let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see 

your good works, and glorify your father who is in heaven.  
2. Producing good fruit.  Matt 7:17-20  "even so, every good tree bears good fruit; but the bad tree bears 

bad fruit.  "a good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit.  "every tree that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. "so then, you will know them by their fruits. 

3. Being good soil for the Lord to work with.  Matt 13:23-30  "and the one on whom seed was sown on 
the good soil, this is the man who hears the word and understands it; who indeed bears fruit, and brings 
forth, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty."  he presented another parable to them, saying, 
"the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field.  "but while men 
were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed tares also among the wheat, and went away.  "but when the 
wheat sprang up and bore grain, then the tares became evident also.  "and the slaves of the landowner 
came and said to him, 'sir, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have tares?'  "and 
he said to them, 'an enemy has done this!' and the slaves said to him, 'do you want us, then, to go and 
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gather them up?'  "but he said, 'no; lest while you are gathering up the tares, you may root up the wheat 
with them.  'Allow both to grow together until the harvest; and in the time of the harvest I will say to the 
reapers, "first gather up the tares and bind them in bundles to burn themup; but gather the wheat into my 
barn."'" 

4. Laying down your life for others.  John 10:11 "I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down 
his life for the sheep.  

5. The law is good.  1 Tim 1:8  But we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully,  The fight of faith.  1 
Tim 1:18  This command I entrust to you, Timothy, my son, in accordance with the prophecies previously 
made concerning you, that by them you may fight the good fight,  2 Tim 4:6-8  For I am already being 
poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come.  I have fought the good fight, I 
have finished the course, I have kept the faith;  in the future there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but 
also to all who have loved his appearing. 

6. Prayers for all men.  1 Tim 2:1-4  First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and 
thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men,  for kings and all who are in authority, in order that we may 
lead a tranquil and quiet life in all Godliness and dignity. This is good and acceptable in the sight of God 
our savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

7. Everything created by God.  1 Tim 4:4-6  For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be 
rejected, if it is received with gratitude;  for it is sanctified by means of the word of God and prayer.  In 
pointing out these things to the brethren, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, constantly nourished 
on the words of the faith and of the sound doctrine which you have been following. 

8. Being generous.  1 Tim 6:12-21 Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you 
were called, and you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.  I charge you in the 
presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who testified the good confession 
before Pontius Pilate, that you keep the commandment without stain or reproach until the appearing of 
our Lord Jesus Christ,  which he will bring about at the proper time-- he who is the blessed and only 
sovereign, the king of kings and Lord of lords;  who alone possesses immortality and dwells in 
unapproachable light; whom no man has seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion! Amen.  
Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty 
of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.  Instruct them to do good, to be rich 
in good works, to be generous and ready to share,  storing up for themselves the treasure of a good 
foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed.  O timothy, guard what 
has been entrusted to you, avoiding worldly and empty chatter and the opposing arguments of what is 
falsely called "knowledge"--which some have professed and thus gone astray from the faith. Grace be 
with you. 

9. Suffering as a good soldier of Christ.  2 Tim 2:3-4  Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ 
Jesus. No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please 
the one who enlisted him as a soldier. 

10. Purity of doctrine.   Titus 2:7-8  In all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds, with purity 
in doctrine, dignified,  sound in speech which is beyond reproach, in order that the opponent may be put 
to shame, having nothing bad to say about us. 

11. Is not of the flesh.  Rom 7:18  For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the 
wishing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not. 

 
A Life of Good: 
1. Is evident.  1 Tim 5:24-25  The sins of some men are quite evident, going before them to judgment; for 

others, their sins follow after.  Likewise also, deeds that are good are quite evident, and those which are 
otherwise cannot be concealed. 

2. Is zealous.  Titus 2:14  Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from every lawless deed and 
purify for himself a people for his own possession, zealous for good deeds. 

3. Engages in good deeds.  Titus 3:8-11  This is a trustworthy statement; and concerning these things I 
want you to speak confidently, so that those who have believed God may be careful to engage in good 
deeds. These things are good and profitable for men.  But shun foolish controversies and genealogies 
and strife and disputes about the law; for they are unprofitable and worthless.  Reject a factious man after 
a first and second warning,  knowing that such a man is perverted and is sinning, being self-condemned.  
Titus 3:14  And let our people also learn to engage in good deeds to meet pressing needs, that they may 
not be unfruitful. 

4. Must be discerned through training.  Heb 5:14  But solid food is for the mature, who because of 
practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.   
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5. Is consistent.  Gal 6:9  And let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we shall reap if we do 
not grow weary. 

6. Involves the body of Christ.  Heb 10:24  And let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and 
good deeds, 

7. Is a witness.  1 Pet 2:12  Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which 
they slander you as evildoers, they may on account of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify 
God in the day of visitation. 

8. Is responsible stewardship.  1 Pet 4:10  As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving 
one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 

 
1 Thes 5:22 = The Eighth Command 
 
abstain (PMIMP APECHW = 7X; hold away; cf KATECHW in V21; EXAMINE, HOLD FAST, HOLD AWAY) from 
every form (GS EIDOS = 6X; that which is seen, appearance, external form) of evil (PON8ROS = comes evil). 
 
Principle:  Abstention from every form of evil means that you are holding it at least at arm's length. 
 
Invalid Abstentions: 
1. Living by legalism is actually holding God at arm's length.  Mark 7:5-9  And the Pharisees and the 

scribes asked Him, "Why do Your disciples not walk according to the tradition of the elders, but eat their 
bread with impure hands?"  And He said to them, "Rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is 
written, 'This people honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far away from me.  'But in vain do they 
worship me, teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.'  "Neglecting the commandment of God, you hold 
to the tradition of men."  He was also saying to them, "You nicely set aside the commandment of God in 
order to keep your tradition. 

2. Various legalisms will be a part of the church.   1 Tim 4:1-3  But the Spirit explicitly says that in later 
times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons,  by 
means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron,  men who forbid 
marriage and advocate abstaining from foods, which God has created to be gratefully shared in by those 
who believe and know the truth. 

 
Valid Abstentions: 
1. There are however valid abstentions from actions or things that are functions of love.  Acts 15:19-

20  "Therefore it is my judgment that we do not trouble those who are turning to God from among the 
Gentiles, but that we write to them that they abstain from things contaminated by idols and from 
fornication and from what is strangled and from blood. 

2. Immorality.  1 Thes 4:3-4  For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from 
sexual immorality;  that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 

3. Fleshly Lusts.  1 Pet 2:11  Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts, 
which wage war against the soul. 

Principle:  We are to not only seek to cleanse the inside of the cup, but the outside is to be all right too. 
4. Sometimes good can be scary in appearance. (angel)  Matt 28:2-4  And behold, a severe earthquake 

had occurred, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled away the stone and 
sat upon it.  And his appearance was like lightning, and his garment as white as snow;  and the guards 
shook for fear of him, and became like dead men. 

5. Good appearances are also used by God to proclaim great things.  (Holy Spirit) Luke 3:22  And the 
Holy Spirit descended upon Him in bodily form like a dove, and a voice came out of heaven, "Thou art My 
beloved Son, in Thee I am well-pleased."   

6. At times the appearance of even perfect good can change.  (Jesus Christ) Luke 9:28-31 (changed 
form)  And some eight days after these sayings, it came about that He took along Peter and John and 
James, and went up to the mountain to pray.  And while He was praying, the appearance of His face 
became different, and His clothing became white and gleaming.  And behold, two men were talking with 
Him; and they were Moses and Elijah,  who, appearing in glory, were speaking of His departure which He 
was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 

7. The greatest is yet to be seen. (Father)   John 5:37-40  "And the Father who sent Me, He has borne 
witness of Me. You have neither heard His voice at any time, nor seen His form.  "And you do not have 
His word abiding in you, for you do not believe Him whom He sent.  "You search the Scriptures, because 
you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is these that bear witness of Me; and you are unwilling 
to come to Me, that you may have life. 
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8. Appearances though are not to govern our Christian life.  2 Cor 5:6-7  Therefore, being always of 
good courage, and knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord--for we 
walk by faith, not by sight-- 

Principle:  We need to know what poneros evil is so that we will know what to abstain from: 
 
Comment:  Evil can refer to bad character or bad conduct. 
1.   Who is the source? 
2.   Where does it come from? 
3.   What does involvement with it mean? 
4.   What is it? 
5.   How do i deal with evil? 
6.   How does it spread? 
7.   How about today? 
 
Who is the source? 
Satan is the evil one.  Matt 13:19 
"When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches 
away what has been sown in his heart. This is the one on whom seed was sown beside the road. 
 
Where does it come from? 
It originates in the heart. Matt 15:19-20  "For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders. "These are the things which defile the man; but to eat with unwashed 
hands does not defile the man." 
 
What does involvement with it mean? 
Doing evil indicates one hates the light.  John 3:19-20  "And this is the judgment, that the light is come into the 
world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their deeds were evil.  "For everyone who does evil 
hates the light, and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 
 
What is it? 
1. Persecuting Christians.  Matt 5:11  "Blessed are you when {men} cast insults at you, and persecute 

you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely, on account of Me.   
2. Not keeping one's word.  Matt 5:37  "But let your statement be, `Yes, yes' {or} `No, no'; and anything 

beyond these is of evil.  
3. Failure to forgive.  Matt 18:32  "Then summoning him, his Lord said to him, `You wicked slave, I 

forgave you all that debt because you entreated me.   
4. Not using what the Lord has given you.  Matt 25:24-26  "And the one also who had received the one 

talent came up and said, 'Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and 
gathering where you scattered no seed.  'And I was afraid, and went away and hid your talent in the 
ground; see, you have what is yours.'  "But his master answered and said to him, 'You wicked, lazy 
slave, you knew that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I scattered no seed. 

5. Falling away from the living God.  Heb 3:12-13  Take care, brethren, lest there should be in any one of 
you an evil, unbelieving heart, in falling away from the living God.  But encourage one another day after 
day, as long as it is still called "Today," lest any one of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 

6. Arrogant boasting.  James 4:14-17  Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are 
just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away.  Instead, you ought to say, "If the Lord 
wills, we shall live and also do this or that."  But as it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such boasting is 
evil.   Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do, and does not do it, to him it is sin. 

 
 How do I deal with evil? 
1. Let Jesus Christ take away an evil conscience.  Heb 10:19-23  Since therefore, brethren, we have 

confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus,  by a new and living way which He inaugurated 
for us through the veil, that is, His flesh,  and since we have a great priest over the house of God,  let us 
draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil 
conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.  Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without 
wavering, for He who promised is faithful; 

2. Redeem the time.  Eph 5:16  making the most of your time, because the days are evil.    
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3. Pray for self and others.  Matt 6:13; John 17:15  `And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. [For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.]'  John 17:15  "I do not 
ask Thee to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil {one.}  

4. Put on God's armor.  Eph 6:13-16  Therefore, take up the full armor of God, that you may be able to 
resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.  Stand firm therefore, having girded your 
loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace;  in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be 
able to extinguish all the flaming missiles of the evil one. 

5. Retaliate with love.  Matt 5:38-39  "You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a 
tooth.'  "But I say to you, do not resist him who is evil; but whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn to 
him the other also. 

6. Come to hate it.  Rom 12:9  Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good. 
7. Live your reconciliation to God.  Col 1:21-23  And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in 

mind, engaged in evil deeds, yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to 
present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach--if indeed you continue in the faith 
firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, 
which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a minister. 

8. Spread the gospel.  2 Thes 3:1-3  Finally, brethren, pray for us that the word of the Lord may spread 
rapidly and be glorified, just as it did also with you; and that we may be delivered from perverse and evil 
men; for not all have faith.  But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you from the evil 
one. 

 
How does it spread? 
Disagreement with the words of our lord will lead to evil suspicions about others.  1 Tim 6:3-5 
If anyone advocates a different doctrine, and does not agree with sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and with the doctrine conforming to Godliness, he is conceited and understands nothing; but he has a morbid 
interest in controversial questions and disputes about words, out of which arise envy, strife, abusive language, 
evil suspicions, and constant friction between men of depraved mind and deprived of the truth, who suppose that 
Godliness is a means of gain. 
 
How about today? 
1. It won't go away but get worse.  2 Tim 3:12-13  And indeed, all who desire to live Godly in Christ Jesus 

will be persecuted.  But evil men and impostors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being 
deceived. 

2. Realize that evil deeds play into the hands of the evil one.  1 John 3:11-12  For this is the message 
which you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another;  not as Cain, who was of the 
evil one, and slew his brother. And for what reason did he slay him? Because his deeds were evil, and 
his brother's were righteous. 

3. Know that you can overcome the evil one.  1 John 2:13-15  I am writing to you, fathers, because you 
know Him who has been from the beginning. I am writing to you, young men, because you have 
overcome the evil one. I have written to you, children, because you know the Father.  I have written to 
you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the beginning. I have written to you, young men, 
because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one.  Do 
not love the world, nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him. 
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1 Thessalonians 23-24 
The Petition 

 
1. The Past: The Work of Faith (1:1-3:13) 
2. The Present: The Labor of Love (4:1-12) 
3. The Prospective: The Endurance of Hope (4:13-5:28) 

A. The Comfort of His Coming.  4:13-18 
B. The Preparation for His Coming.  5:1-11 
C. Life until His Coming.  5:12-28 

1). The Prescription.  5:12-22 
2). The Petition.  5:23-24 

 
1 Thes 5:23 = A Priestly Prayer for Others 
 
Now may the God of (the) peace (EIR8N8 = harmony, freedom, rest, contentment.  "The God of peace" is a title 
used 7X in NT.  The corresponding Heb. word shalom primarily signifies "wholeness") Himself (AUTOS) sanctify 
(AAS HAGIADZW) you entirely (HOLOTELEIS = a whole end; "wholly," I.e., "through and through"; the apostle's 
desire is that the sanctification of the believer may extend to every part of his being) and may your spirit 
(PNEUMA) and soul (PSUCH8) and body (SWMA) be preserved complete (HOLOKL8ROS = 2x; Js 1:4; holos 
and kleros, "a lot/portion" ; The word is similar in meaning to No. 4; holokleros draws attention to the person as a 
"whole," holoteles, to the several parts which constitute him.), without blame (AMEMPTOS) at the coming 
(PAROUSIA) of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
This is a picture of a prayer that illustrates praying for one another. 
 
It is a prayer that emphasizes the work of reconciliation/peace in your life that gives order to your life.      
1 Cor 14:33  for God is not a God of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints. 
 
Conditions for the God of Peace to Work in your Life: 
1. Be a place of refreshment for Christian workers.  Rom 15:30-33  Now I urge you, brethren, by our 

Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God for me,  
that I may be delivered from those who are disobedient in Judea, and that my service for Jerusalem may 
prove acceptable to the saints;  so that I may come to you in joy by the will of God and find refreshing rest 
in your company.  Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen. 

2. Be wise in what is good and innocent in evil.  Rom 16:19-20  For the report of your obedience has 
reached to all; therefore I am rejoicing over you, but I want you to be wise in what is good, and innocent in 
what is evil.  And the God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus 
be with you. 

3. Practice virtue.  Phil 4:8-9   Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything 
worthy of praise, let your mind dwell on these things.  The things you have learned and received and 
heard and seen in me, practice these things; and the God of peace shall be with you. 

4. Let Him equip you in every good thing to do His will.  Heb 13:20-21  Now the God of peace, who 
brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, 
even Jesus our Lord,  equip you in every good thing to do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in 
His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

5. Become mature.  2 Cor 13:11  Finally, brethren, rejoice, be made complete, be comforted, be like-
minded, live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you. 

 
It is a Prayer for the Sanctification of Others 
1. It is the objective of the Lord.  Eph 5:25-27  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the 

church and gave Himself up for her;  that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of 
water with the word, that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle 
or any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless. 

2. It is accomplished by setting apart Jesus Christ in our life.  1 Pet 3:15  but sanctify Christ as Lord in 
your hearts, always {being} ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the 
hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;    
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3. The Holy Spirit does the sanctifying.  Rom 15:15-16  But I have written very boldly to you on some 
points, so as to remind you again, because of the grace that was given me from God, to be a minister of 
Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, ministering as a priest the gospel of God, that my offering of the Gentiles 
might become acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

4. Mature people pray for the maturity of others.  John 17:17-20  "Sanctify them in the truth; Thy word 
is truth.  "As Thou didst send Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world.   "And for their sakes 
I sanctify Myself, that they themselves also may be sanctified in truth.  "I do not ask in behalf of these 
alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word; 

 
It is a prayer for the total completeness of the individual which is brought about by testing.  James 1:4  
And let endurance have {its} perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.   
 
It is a prayer for the holiness of others and has been modeled to them.  1 Thes 2:10  You are witnesses, and 
{so is} God, how devoutly and uprightly and blamelessly we behaved toward you believers;    
 
It is a prayer focused on eternity. 
 
Getting Ready for the Rapture: 
1.   Serve the living and true God and not idols.  1 Thes 1:9-10 
2.   Develop close relationships in the body.  1 Thes 2:19  For who is our hope or joy or crown of 

exultation? Is it not even you, in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming?    
3.   Increase and abound in love for one another.  1 Thes 3:11-13  so that He may establish your hearts 

unblamable in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints.   
4.   Take comfort in the promises.  1Thes 4:15  For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who 

are alive, and remain until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those who have fallen asleep.    
5.   Seek sanctification.  1 Thes 5:23 
 
Summary: 
1. This is the only verse in the Bible that puts body, soul, and spirit together in the same verse.  

God's Word does look at each individually, but the focus is on the totality of our being.  Heb 4:12-
13  For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as 
the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of 
the heart.  And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes 
of Him with whom we have to do. 

2. The Body will be changed (1 Cor 15:50-58) by the Holy Spirit who indwells believers.  Rom 8:10-11  
And if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of 
righteousness.  But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised 
Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you. 

3. This body is temporary and thus: 
A. We must focus more on the soul.  Matt 10:28  "And do not fear those who kill the body, but are 

unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.  
B. Present it to God.  Rom 12:1  I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present 

your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, {which is} your spiritual service of 
worship.   

C. Be ready to leave it.  2 Cor 5:8  we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent 
from the body and to be at home with the Lord. 

4. The Soul has been bought with a price by Christ. 
A. Through Adam we received a soul and through Christ we received a human spirit.  1 Cor 

15:45  So also it is written, "The first man, Adam, became a living soul." The last Adam {became} 
a life-giving spirit.  

B. God is interested in saving souls, so the soul begins spiritually dead.  James 1:21 
Therefore putting aside all filthiness and {all} that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the 
word implanted, which is able to save your souls. 

C. Faith in Jesus Christ saves the soul.  1 Pet 1:9  obtaining as the outcome of your faith the 
salvation of your souls.   

D. Since Christ "laid down His soul" for ours, we are to do the same for the brethren.  1 John 
3:16  We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives 
for the brethren.  
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5. At salvation we receive a human spirit so that we can understand spiritual things:  1 Cor 2:10-16  
For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.  
For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man, which is in him? Even so 
the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God.  Now we have received, not the spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things freely given to us by God,  which 
things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining 
spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.  But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; 
for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.  
But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no man.  For who has known 
the mind of the Lord, that he should instruct Him? But we have the mind of Christ. 
A. The primary thing we must come to understand is God's love.  Eph 3:16-19  that He would 

grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in 
the inner man;  so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted 
and grounded in love,  may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and 
length and height and depth,  and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that 
you may be filled up to all the fulness of God. 

B. Paul's prayer is that the human spirit also be preserved complete. 
6. The context of 1 Thessalonians 5:12-21 tells us how the three elements of our being may be 

presented without blame to the Lord. 
 
1 Thes 5:24 = A Promise to Claim 
 
Faithful (PISTOS) is He who calls you (PAPTC KALEW), and He also will bring it to pass (FAI POIEW). 
 
Summary: 
1.   This is a promise. 
2.   The Lord is constantly calling you to stand complete and blameless. 
3.   He will sanctify you. 
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1 Thessalonians 5:25-28 
The Concluding Postscript 

 
1. The Past: The Work of Faith (1:1-3:13) 
2. The Present: The Labor of Love (4:1-12) 
3. The Prospective: The Endurance of Hope (4:13-5:28) 

A. The Comfort of His Coming.  4:13-18 
B. The Preparation for His Coming.  5:1-11 
C. Life until His Coming.  5:12-28 

1). The Prescription.  5:12-22 
2). The Petition.  5:23-24 
3). The Postscript.  5:25-28 

 
1 Thes 5:25 = A Personal Request 
 
Brethren, pray (PMIMP PROSEUCHOMAI) for us. 
 
Remember leaders and one another. 
 
1 Thes 5:26 = A Family Request 
 
Greet (AMIMP ASPADZOMAI = salute) ALL the brethren with a holy kiss (HAGIOS + PHIL8MA). 
 
Call to intimate corporate growth, not romantic. 
 
1 Thes 5:27 = A Corporate Request 
 
I adjure (PAI ENORKIDZW = to bind with an oath) you by the Lord to have this letter read (AMINF 
ANAGINWSKW) to all the brethren. 
 
Spread the word. 
 
1 Thes 5:28 = Closing Prayer 
 
The grace (CHARIS) of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
 
Remember the foundation. 
 
 
 
 


